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DAY OF DAYS

hristmas, the Day of Days. The house
smells of brandy, candied orange peels and
evergreens. Cinnamon cookies are baking
in the kitchen; tissue paper and whispered se-
crets rustle behind quickly closed doors. Hoily,
Silent Night; the velvet dress and white damask
tablecloth are laid out in readiness—this is the
Christmas of childhood memory, the Christmas
of our grandmothers, a resplendent Victorian
pageant of opulence, warmth, generosity and love.
While Victorians didn’t invent Christmas,
they certainly wrapped it with tinsel, golden-
haired cherubic angels and jolly Santas. They
moved the traditional German Christmas tree
from table to floor and hung it with kugels, Dresden
silver stars, and fruits; invented Christ-

mas cards, resuscitated the @
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medieval custom of Christmas carols, and ele-
vated gift-giving to a frenzied and delicate
social art.

But above all, the Victorian Christmas

was a family celebration. On this Day of
Days, children could be seen and heard. In the
1893 December issue of Ladies’ Home Journal, in
a column entitled “The True Spirit of Christmas,”
the editors reminded readers: “Children are God’s
own angels, sent by Him to brighten our world,
and what we do for these messengers from the
sky, especially at that time of the year which
belongs to them, will come back to us threefold,

like unto bread cast upon the waters.” What L |
mother could resist that challenge? '2‘-#
: - Like their prede- .
So she joyously prepared feast and festivity, cessors, valentises,
decked the halls, and lit Advent candles to early Victorian
] ) ) Christmas cards
symbolically welcome the Christ Child and incorporated
. cherubs, love
members of her own far-flung family. msssages, bt
flies and flower-
B spangled meadows
e g/,"‘“%{’{;;’f"“ § —all harbingers of
s o o) rebirth and the

new year.
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