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Preface

People familiar with the initial edition of this manual may find it helpful to
have an explanation of how this revision is similar to and different from it.

Our primary goal is still to assist people in doing qualitative data col-
lection and analysis. The most conspicuous change in our approach to this
goal is the reordering of the materials into a sequence of tasks, to be per-
formed roughly in the order they become problematic in research. This is
quite different from the original edition, which discussed qualitative analysis
at the outset, followed by data collection techniques and the mechanics of
analysis.

In this resequencing, none of the basic topics covered in the original
have been deleted. Rather, we have enlarged this edition to include several
new topics, and the discussions of many of the old topics have been expanded.
The principal additions and enlargements are as follows:

The initial edition said very little about the social relations aspects of par-
ticipant observation and intensive interviewing. We have included a full-
scale treatment of these aspects in the new chapters called “Getting In” and
“Getting Along.” Here, we have especially tried to address ethical questions.
A new first chapter (“Starting Where You Are”) stresses the importance of
personally caring about what is being researched.

Anew concluding chapter (“Guiding Consequences”) strives to set the research
process in larger social and ethical contexts of relevance to the researcher.
The question “what is interesting research?” is now raised (in Chapter 8).
This edition’s Part Two (“Focusing Data") contains basically the same mate-
rial as the old Part One (“Qualitative Analysis”), but it has been extensively
rearranged and—we believe—simplified. The six “units” described in the
old Chapter 2 have been assimilated into the eleven more sophisticated
“thinking units” of Chapter 6. The “static” and “phase” analysis ideas from
the old Chapter 2 have been consolidated with the “causes and conse-
quences” of the old Chapter 3 to become part of the seven questions around
which Chapter 7 (“Asking Questions”) is organized.
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Throughout, we have revised the prose, deleted examples that are now out
of date, and called on the best of the most recent studies and methodological

commentaries.
Unlike the original, this edition has a comprehensive and current bibliography.

Otherwise, and to repeat, virtually all of the original Analyzing is still
here. We have simply expanded the coverage and streamlined the presen-
tation. It is our earnest hope that previous users will find these revisions

and enlargements helpful.

PREFACE
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