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To clarify the practical requirements of the Building Regs and help you meet
their requirements first go, all the information contained in the Building
Regulations 2010 and Approved Documents is presented here in an easy-to-
understand format, clear, concise and fully illustrated.

Guidance is given for domestic buildings of up to three storeys in England
and Wales, including extensions, loft conversions, new dwellings, conversions
(garages, basements and barns), and upgrading of existing buildings -
Including the use of natural lime mortars, plasters renders and paints.

There are clear explanations of how the technical design and construction
requirements of the Building Regs can be met with sufficient information to
draw up an effective specification and design to be developed.

Guide to Building Control illustrates the design and construction of the
various building elements and explains the principles and processes of the
Building Regulations and Approved Documents - including structure, fire
safety, contaminates, sound insulation, ventilation, water efficiency, drainage
systems, combustion appliances, stairs and guarding, energy conservation/
green building issues, disabled access, safety glazing, electrical safety,
materials and workmanship.

The Guide contains up-to-date examples of everyday practices and
procedures gained by the author - a practicing building control surveyor -
from years of responding to requests from property professionals, builders,
property owners and students for clarification of the practical requirements of
the Building Regulations.

Accompanied by detailed diagrams, tables and text offering an enlightened
understanding of the complexities of regulations, the Guide is both an
authoritative reference for use at planning stage and a practical handbook on
site.

Students and professionals will find it an essential, easy-to-use resource for
building control surveyors, building designers, building contractors, self-build,
and others working in the construction industry.
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Notes to the Reader

Crown Copyright

Crown copyright material (the Building Regulations and Approved Documents) re-used in this guid-
ance has been adapted and/or reproduced under the terms required by Directgov at: www.direct.gov.
uk/en/SiteInformation/DG_020460. Information was sourced from http://www.planningportal.gov.
uk/buildingregulations/ (last accessed July 2012).

Approved Documents

The author has reproduced/modified the details contained in the Approved Documents into his own
interpretation as contained in this Guide. Where necessary, he has provided additional information
that 1s not available in the Approved Documents. None of the values that are contained within the
Approved Documents have been changed. For each table and diagram used or moditied, the author
has reproduced only the values and information that in his opinion are more commonly used, but
he has made it clear that the reader should fully refer to the particular table and diagram in the
relevant Approved Document.

The current Approved Documents are available to view on the Department for Communities and

Local Government website: www.communities.gov.uk, or to purchase from The Stationery Office
(TSO) online at www.tsoshop.co.uk or by telephone: 0870 600 5522.

Span tables

This Guide uses span tables drawn up by Paul Smith of Geomex (www.geomex.co.uk). However,
readers please note that TRADA Technology span tables are available from: www.trada.co.uk/
bookshop.

Disclaimer

The publisher and the author make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy
or completeness of the contents of this work and specifically disclaim all warranties, including
without limitation warranties of fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be created or
extended by sales or promotional materials. The advice and strategies contained herein may not be
suitable for every situation. This work is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not
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Notes to the Reader

engaged in rendering legal, accounting or other professional services. If professional assistance 1s
required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought. Neither the publisher
nor the author shall be liable for damages arising herefrom. The fact that an organisation or
website is referred to in this work as a citation and/or a potential source of further information
does not mean that the author or the publisher endorses the information the organisation or website
may provide or recommendations it may make. Further, readers should be aware that internet
websites listed in this work may have changed or disappeared between when this work was written
and when 1t 1s read.



Expected Changes to the Building
Regulations to Come into Force in 2013

Part B: Guidance updated in relation to lighting diffusers in line with the consultation together with
changes to classification of wall coverings to align with European classifications (April 2013).
Parts K, M & N: Changes to address areas of conflict and overlap to be reflected in a new Approved
Document to part K with amendment slips for M & N. Improved guidance on the use of access
statements to promote a more proportionate risk-based approach (April 2013).

Part P: Reduction in notifiable work but retaining a duty for non-notifiable work to comply with
safety provisions of the regulations which have been updated. Regulations to allow third party cer-
tification of electrical work will not be introduced until later in 2013.

Regulation 7: A new Approved Document will be published to update information on materials and
workmanship in line with the European Construction Products Regulations to be implemented on
Ist July 2013.

Fire Safety: Local Acts: regulations to repeal unnecessary fire provisions in local acts.

Warranty Link Rule: Applicable to Approved Inspectors for construction of new dwellings to be
removed.

Approved Documents with the full revisions to parts B, K, M, N, P and Regulation 7 above will be
available to purchase from The Stationery Office (TSO) online at http://www.tsoshop.co.uk or tel-
ephone: 0870 600 5522.

Matters to be announced in 2013:

e referencing of British Standards for structural design based on Eurocodes (ADA)
e additional radon protection measures (ADC)

e cnergy efficiency of buildings (ADL).

Further information can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/changes-to-the-building-regulations
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/building-regulations-access-statements-security-
changing-places-toilets-and-regulation-7
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/buildingregulations/approveddocuments/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/minor-consequential-improvements
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Structural Engineers and Architectural Design Consultants

Tel: 01886 832810 Email: geomex @fsmail.net
01594 860109

Website: www.geomex.co.uk

We undertake work on residential and commercial properties, from small internal alterations to

new build.

‘A prompt and reliable service, keeping costs to a minimum through the innovation and appli-

cation of sensible, cost-effective solutions’

Structural design

Structural calculations

Problem solving

Building Regulation submissions

Building specifications

Planning applications

Architectural plans and drawings

Structural and building surveys
Topographical surveys

Earth retaining structures and slope stability
Project management and contract management
Design and Build.
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