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STuDY ON EARLY TIBETAN CHRONICLES
.Rega.rding Discrepancies of Dafes

And their Adjusfmenfs

INTRODUCTION

The object of the sludy is fo adjust the discrepancies of
the dafes observed in the early Tibefan chronicles belwee.n
the sixth and the Tenth cenfuries.

As we learn from the historical works on the early Ti-
befan chronicles, given by series of Tibelan scholars of the
modern ages, we cannol help being confused with ')’he dis-
similarilies of the dafes indicaling the Chrislian eras whick
are calewlated from the Tibelan sexagenary c(7cles, aec-
cording fo the awthors’ respective bases of periods.

J fear it would be impossible To grasp the exacl dafes
of the wunified bases of periods, even in any new work
that -.ml'j/zf be published hereaffer, unless the comfon./'l‘y
of the views (s realized /n sueh a way as 7o eliminale the

a’iscre,oan_cies of dates irn the Tibelan chronicles gfearly
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days. It -may‘.‘sa.id, therefore, thai fthe solution of the
problem depends wpon the esfabilishmenf ofve,cfifyin,the,
dicrepancies /m a most reasonakble and a.jreea—éle. way.

| had opporfunilies fo discuss this subject with nalive
Tibetan. scholars during my sfay in Lhasa from 1q12 7o
1916, but failed fo reach any salisfraclory conclusion
due 1o their Little inferes! in this sort of subjeet. [ re-
ce/ved, however, an impression from the vepeafed discussions
that there musl have been someﬂting illusive /m ancienl
chroniclers’ method of ?eckonin? the dafes by means of
the old Sysfem of the sexagenary c(ycles when (I was
wsed for mea.sur:'nj The periods of some ambiguowus his-
Torical evenls.

[t was nol unlil 1939, however, that the discrepancies
of dafes in the Tibetan hislorical records were f/'r-sf said 1o be
/ooinfea/ ou.t:]L. Petech /n his work, STuDY ON THE CHRONOLO-
Gy oF LavakH, and lafer in ig4é, 6‘7 G.N. Roerich /n his BLue
AnNALs or ‘Deb-ther Shon-ko’(}nix{q'?ﬁ. In the latter, espe -
cia,[ly, the awuthor gives defarled accounls for f/refea.fu.res

of the ineconsislencies of dales which are observed in the
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Deb-therShon .po, and conjeclures thal there might have been
some mis(judg_emenl by ancient Tibefan chroniclers of the
lengTh of the so-called “dark periods’ afler the Disappear-
ance of the Buddhisl Doclrine in the latller half of the ?r/:.
cen.'fu,ron/. ( BLue AnnNALs, Par? |, |[NTRODUCTION, xvI - Xvill.)

Encouraged with this valuable suggestion by Roerich's
book, / began arranging the oulcomes of my own Tesearches,
the rowgh drafts hau/ny been made when | was in Lhasa,
and finally decided lo compile them jnlo a Sysfema,l‘icfarm,,
and announce them.

In this project the investigations have been analy-
Lically made of the dafes of evenls regarded as the
“bases of periods) and the “elapsed number of 7ear3’
between the basic periods, all of which are slaled in the
Tibefan annals.

Among the dales or periods, 1he date. of the Tibelo—Tang
Peace Treaty which was concluded by A’fn.j Ral-pa-can (x@m
=3q) with the emperor, Mu-Tsung of Tang (/& *2 R), in the
ninth cenlury, and that of the esfahl/shment of the Rab-

bvu.;t. syslem in the eleventh cenfury, have been proven
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most essential fo fixation of the exacl period of standard
for the study of early Tibefan chromicles.

The conclusion /ha,vef:’nall; reached (s thal all dis-
Crepancies can be reclified both logically and /om,cti.c,a.[—
Ly by fizing rhe dale of the ascension of the king, Glan-Dar-
ma, wpon the year 4/ A.D, and thal of his death and the
Destruclion of the Doclrine, wpor go/ A.D., and thereby /
have learnl that all the incorreet dates between the sixth
apd the Tenth cenfuries are Pralber[g a.dy'u.sfable wilth -
oul the least confusion.

| have also studied some of the Chinese historical
records for the »ﬁbefan_ evenls of the early ages in order «
o compare the dales with each other, concerning Dar-ma’s
death, and learnt that there is mo radical difference be-
Tween the Tibelan and Chinese annals, fudging from rhe
conlexls of the passages as well as Tedsan/'nj from 766_/
deseriptions /n the Chinese historical records as far as the
Old Tiznj /-/i.sfory and the New Thnj //isl‘bry are caﬁcerned,

but the so-called “combined Text of Old and New 7"411.7

Hislories? /s exCep'led from the above view. [t is them mot
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acceptable 1o fake the dale of # 42 A.D, or the second year
of Hui-chang, ® & = %, for that of Dar-ma’s death, on in-
ferprefr'nj the passages referred 1o Dar-ma, i\& /B, inthe New
T’ani //isfary. (Ffr B K, Tom. 274, Vot sus 8, £7-6.) L Concernig
the 'P'roper readings of the Tang Hishories, [am indebted 7o the
/oromi-nenf scholars of the Orienlal Libra.ry ( T6¥6 Bunko) and
the [nstitule for Oriental Cullure, the Universily of Tokyo (Ts-
KY0 DAIGAKU BUNKA KENKYD-SHO.))

[ do not think, however, that the said conclusion is abso-
[u-/'ely final, because ¢t has been worked oul within rhe
Limiled scope of malerials as given in chaplerz. [ do ol
know, therefore, if the present conelusion will be over-
lurned, or endorsed, according lo the different male-
rials that ‘mfi/v.t be found elsewhere.

[ hope that the awthorilies of Trbefan studies will be
kind enough T provide me with any possible suggeslions

‘which may camﬁlet_e this sfua’y.

[n conelusion [ wish 7o express my a,,bfre.u'a,_?‘/bns

7 the sfaff af 7'5‘75 Bunko (The Orienltal Libr&ry) of
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Tokyo for providing me with liberal wse of its facili-
ties, especially the access fo vave Tibelan Texts; 7o
Professor Dr. N. Tswji of Unive_-rsify of 75/(70, Professor
Dr w. Schiffer of Sophia Universily, Tokyo, Professor
Dr. S. Elisséeff of Havard U-rzive.rsify, Professor
Dr. H. Richardson of St. Andrews, Scotland, all of
w‘f"’"— gave kind consideralions and 'enCowrajeme‘nZ‘S
7o the announcemenl of this paper; and o Mr. T Unno
of University of Tokyo for his aid in smoothening out
Some En;/is/v_ expressions.

| also wish to a,c/(now/ea'ge The Minisfry of
Educalion of Tapan for the subsidy which made
possible this research and publication, and [ wish
fo thank the efforfs of the publishers, Nippon Gakujitsu
Shinkika—fll( Tapan Sociely for Promolion of Science), for

unde rfa.kl'ng this proje el.

April 8 1955

%kyo, Tpan Bunkya Aokt
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