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FOREWORD

There is a new vitality in patent law. The Patent and Trademark Office is
now in the process of computerizing its vast reference library, to facilitate
searches both by its own examiners and by private patent attorneys. The newly
created Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit has taken a clear and strong
stance favoring the validity of issued patents, reversing a negative trend
among the individual Circuit Courts as well as the former Court of Customs
and Patent Appeals which saw all too many challenged patents declared
invalid. Protection of property rights in inventions has taken on a new
importance, as foreign markets have become big business to many American
manufacturers, while overseas “pirates” have been making cheap knockoffs of
American products without the substantial cost of research and development
or even the payment of royalties. New and exciting frontiers of invention have
been opened, such as computer science and biotechnology, or genetic engi-
neering.

All of these changes have necessitated a complete rewriting of the Patents
article, with modern case law and detailed coverage of the current regulations.
While patent law is complex, the topic has been made less intimidating to the
general practitioner or corporate counsel, by the use of various techniques:

® Technical jargon and words of art are defined in clear and simple
terms

® Checklists, form drafting guides, and practice guides help to point the
way through the maze of Patent and Trademark Office procedures as well
as major types of litigation

® Cautions, recommendations, reminders, and observations are high-
lighted throughout the text to point out the nuances of patent practice

® Federal tax notes indicate the status or consequences of various
transactions, such as the royalties received under licensing agreements, or
the damages received in an infringement suit

For the specialist, the new article provides a convenient single source of
citations to the leading cases as well as to the specific provisions of all relevant
statutes, the Rules of Practice in Patent Cases (37 CFR), and the latest Manual
of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP, 5th ed). The detailed Table of
Statutes and Rules Cited, at the beginning of the volume, and the descriptive
index at the back of the volume, provide a speedy and efficient means of
locating the appropriate text.

Also updated in this volume are the topics Payment; Peddlers, Solicitors,
and Transient Dealers; and Penal and Correctional Institutions (including
expanded discussion of inmates’ rights and appropriate references to the
Model Sentencing and Corrections Act).
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