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This Sonata by Paisiello is an instrumental version of themes from his “opera giocosa” I/ re Teodoro
in Venezia. The three movements of the Sonata (Ouverture, Entr’acte and Finale) also suggest Opera as
source of inspiration.

Paisiello worked from 1776 to 1784 as maestro di cappella in St. Petersburg for Catherine II of Russia.
On the way back to Naples, in Summer 1784, Paisiello spent some months in Vienna, where he com-
posed Il re Teodoro in Venezia. This Opera (2 acts, on texts by Giambattista Casti) was performed for
the first time at the Burgtheater on 23 August 1784 with the title Konig Theodor I. in Venedig.

The Opera was translated also in French (Le Roi Theodore a Venise) by M. Molin and presented in
Paris with great success in 1786 and 1787.

Parisian public loved the Opera, and the publisher, composer and harp builder Cousineau published
the music. As the harp was so popular at the time in Paris, could be Cousineau himself asked for this
instrumental version for Harp and Flute or Violin ad libitum presenting themes from Le Ro: Theodore

he published.

As in use at the time, the ad libitum part has been here transcribed for Flute also. Pedals marks have
been added in the Harp part.

CLAUDIO FERRARINI =~ FLORALEDA SACCHI
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