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~ How Does Basketball Work?

In basketball, two teams play on a
court that has baskets on either end.
Each team is allowed five players
on the court. The remaining players
sit on the side waiting to play. Each
team gets points when players put
the basketball into the team’s basket.
The team that scores the most points
wins the game.

| Players wear yn;
make it eag

team They a

fO"mS to
Yy to tell whi
re on. hich




More about this f,

St-paced game,

The Denver Nuggets have nine
players in uniform for a game
and five are playing on the
court. How many players are
waiting to play on the bench?

(See page 22 for the answers.)




Measuring the Court

A basketball court is
shaped like a rectangle.
The National Basketball
Association (NBA) is a
professional league. An
NBA court is 94 feet
(29 m) long and 50 feet
(15 m) wide. The court IS
divided in half and each
team defends one half. Do
you want 1o figure out how

This pictyre sho
_tr)ssketball co
€ small cirg) i
i €S With the |j
hind them are the basi;,tr;es

Ws what g
urt looks ke,




Much space €ach team
defends? You would

Write the €qQuation
like this:

half of the court, yoy
would then Write:
47 feet x 50 feet —

2,350
Square feet

The two baskets are on
either eng of the court,
along the short Sides of the
rectangle. The baskets are
10 feet (3 m) off the ground

and Measure 18 iNnches
(46 cm) Wide.

Here the player in Maroon
is trying to defend the
basket from the offensive
player in White,

The ball’s diameter is abo:l:
9 inches (23 cm). How n|1|L':han
smaller is the basketba

the basket?

(See page 22 for the answers.)

18 inches (46 cm)§

W

9 inches (23 cm)




“PointMath

The object of most games
Is to score more points than
the other team. This is true
in basketball as well. When
a player makes a basket, it is

generally worth two points.
However, when a player makes

PL FOULS
POSS [ i - i i '] poss ~ FOULS PL

HOME GUEST

SCORE

TEAM
FOULS




a basket past a Certain
line on the court, jt

iS worth three points,

That line is called the
three—point line. It |ets
the Players know how far
away they Need to be tq
Score three points. |n the

NBA, the three—point line
IS between 22 feet 6.7 m)
and 23 feet 9 inches (7.2

M) from the basket Some
leagues do not hay
point lineg

€ three-

This player is taking a two-
point shot. Yo can see the
three-point line behing him.

A person can do some quick
math to find out how far
behind one team is from the
other. Say the Denver Nuggets
are losing to the Utah. Jazz
92-84. How many points
behind are the Nuggets?

What is the fewest number of
baskets they can make to take
the lead?

(See page 22 for the answers.)




Fouls

The defense tries to do
everything it can to stop
the offense from scoring.
This includes guarding the
offensive players, or trying
to keep them from getting
passes or making shots.

In order to make the
game fair, the defense has
to follow certain rules when
trying to stop the other team.
The defense cannot push,

The offense canb
. e charged with 3 foul
offensive player Cannot run over 3 defe;ts?\?éAn

10



Here Tony Allen of the
Boston Celtics s foulin

Kobe Bryant of th
eL
Angeles Lakers, o8

Candace Parker plays for
the Los Angeles Sparks
She makes about 70
Percent of the free
throws she takes,

During a basketball game, free
throws can add many points
to a team’s score. If the Los
Angeles Sparks, a women’s
professional basketball team,
score 4 three-point shots, 32
two-points shots, and 13 free
throws, how many points have
they scored?

(See page 22 for the answers.)




Free-Throw Percentages

Free throws are @ great
ore. Players

chance to sC
most of free

that make the
throws add many points 10
their teams’ SCOre. Coaches

and fans pay close
on to how often each

attenti
akes free throws

player m
instead of missing.
A free-throw percentage

shows how often a player
s. Itis

makes free throw
found by dividing the

Karl Mal MR
one of th ’
8 acare e Utah
N 742 :(; free-throw perc;r?tz ¢ has
i : m a
| 1 the 'eaguaed;the i free%?rgf
8 NBA record. I' Seven seasons ;/\r/]s 1




nNumber of free
throws made by the
Mmber of attemprs

If John has five
free-throw attempts
and makes three of
them, his free-throw

Dercentage is

3+ 520600, Thyy
means John Makes
60 percent of his
free throws. Free-

throw P€rcentages are
9€nerally rounded to
three decima| Places.

If a player gets 15 free vs:;(;vlv:
f them,

and makes 4 o ;

her free-throw percentage?

A15+4=19%

B) 15 + 4 = 3.750

C)4 +15=0.266

(See page 22 for the answers.)




