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Chapter One

The Great Debaters
CIEKRBIEEF)

Part I Cultural Focus

Section A Thematic Culture: Public Speech in America +Racial Discrimi-
nation

A. Public Speech: A National Tradition and a Historical Culture in America

In the United States, the right to the freedom of speech is more than words on a piece of
yellowed parchment on display in Washington, D. C. Prior to the adoption of the Bill of Rights, a
citizen could be arrested, tried, and hung by the neck until dead for speaking out against
government policies. When Patrick Henry famously declaimed, “Give me liberty or give me
death!” on March 23, 1775, he wasn’t overstating the case. He was uttering words that were
treason in England. And the colonies were still English. Could he have been executed for speaking
his mind? Yes.

Henry Clay earned a reputation for pacifism and oratory as the “ Great Compromiser”
engineering the Great Compromise of 1850 ( which is known as the Missouri Compromise today )
through his impassioned speaking in the U.S. Senate. Although few of people might remember
hearing him speak during the early 1960s, President John F. Kennedy’s ringing words, “Ask not

’

what your country can do for you but what you can do for your country,” stirred hearts and minds
at his 1961 inaugural, ultimately leading hundreds of young Americans to enlist in the new Peace
Corps after its establishment just a few months later.

Public speech is still the cornerstone of both the governmental system and the judicial system.
Congressmen speak aloud on the floors of the Senate and the House and people can tune into
C-SPAN (ks 2 A& &4, 3 ) and watch them around the clock. The Constitution, Article II,
Section 3, demands that the President share the state of the union with the Congress. George
Washington delivered the first address in January of 1790 and George W. Bush continued the
tradition on February 2, 2005. The courts of law demand that those accused step before the bar

and explain themselves. Preachers stand before congregations and speak aloud their interpretations
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of Scripture. So Americans have both a national tradition and a historical culture of public speech
that can not be ignored.

( Source: http.//www. fountainheadpress. com/ contentresources/ history_pub_speak. pdf)

B. Rhetoric as a Civic Art

Throughout European history, rhetoric has concerned itself with persuasion in public and
political settings such as assemblies and courts. Because of its association with democratic
institutions, rhetoric is commonly said to flourish in open and democratic societies with rights of
free speech, free assembly, and political enfranchisement for some portion of the population.
Those who classify rhetoric as a civic art believe that rhetoric has the power to shape communities,
form the character of citizens and greatly impact civic life.

Rhetoric was viewed as a civic art by several of the ancient philosophers. Aristotle and
Isocrates were two of the first to see rhetoric in this light. In his work, Antidosis, Isocrates states,
“we have come together and founded cities and made laws and invented arts; and, generally
speaking , there is not institution devised by man which the power of speech has not helped us to
establish”. With this statement he argues that rhetoric is a fundamental part of civic life in every
society and that it has been necessary in the foundation of all aspects of society. He further argues
in his piece “ Against the Sophists” that rhetoric, although it cannot be taught to just anyone, is
capable of shaping the character of man. He writes, “I do think that the study of political
discourse can help more than any other thing to stimulate and form such qualities of character. ”
Aristotle, writing several years after Isocrates, supported many of his arguments and continued to
make arguments for rhetoric as a civic art.

In the words of Aristotle, in his essay “Rhetoric”, rhetoric is “the faculty of observing in
any given case the available means of persuasion”. According to Aristotle, this art of persuasion
could be used in public settings in three different ways. He writes in Book I, Chapter III, A
member of the assembly decides about future events, a juryman about past events; while those
who merely decide on the orator’s skill are observers. From this it follows that there are three
divisions of oratory: (1) political, (2) forensic (4 49), and (3) the ceremonial oratory of
display. ”

Because rhetoric is a public art capable of shaping opinion, some of the ancients including
Plato found fault in it. They claimed that while it could be used to improve civic life, it could be
used equally easily to deceive or manipulate with negative effects on the city. The masses were
incapable of analyzing or deciding anything on their own and would therefore be swayed by the
most persuasive speeches. Thus, civic life could be controlled by the one who could deliver the
best speech.

More trusting in the power of rhetoric to support a republic, the Roman orator Cicero argued
that art required something more than eloquence. A good orator needed also to be a good man, a

person enlightened on a variety of civic topics.
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Modern day works continue to support the claims of the ancients that rhetoric is an art capable
of influencing civic life. In his work Political Style, Robert Hariman claims, “ Furthermore,
questions of freedom, equality, and justice often are raised and addressed through performances
ranging from debates to demonstrations without loss of moral content. ” James Boyd White argues
further that rhetoric is capable not only of addressing issues of political interest but that it can
influence culture as a whole. In his book, When Words Lose Their Meaning , he argues that words
of persuasion and identification define community and civic life. He states that words produce “the
methods by which culture is maintained, criticized, and transformed”. Both White and Hariman
agree that words and rhetoric have the power to shape culture and civic life.

In modern times, rhetoric has consistently remained relevant as a civic art. In speeches, as
well as in non-verbal forms, rhetoric continues to be used as a tool to influence communities from
local to national levels in America.

(Source . http .//en. wikipedia. org/wiki/ Rhetoric#Rhetoric-as-a-civic-art)

C. How to Overcome Fear of Public Speaking

1. Nerves are not something bad.

Public speaking may not be comfortable, but remember, nerves are good. Being “centre
stage” is not a good place to feel too comfortable. Nerves will keep you awake and ensure you
don’t get too complacent. Hard to feel complacent when your heart is beating so hard that you're
sure everyone watching you can hear it. If channeled well, nerves can make the difference
between giving a humdrum or boring presentation and giving one that keeps people listening.

2. Get your attention off yourself.

It’s very tempting to keep focused on how you’re feeling, especially if you're feeling really
uncomfortable. You’'ll start to notice every bead of sweat. To make your nerves work for you,
you need to focus on just about anything other than yourself. You can distract yourself by paying
attention to the environment in which you’re speaking and seeing how you can make it work for
you. Once you’re actually in front of your audience, pay attention to them. If you can, notice
how people are dressed, who's wearing glasses, who has on bright colors. There will be dozens
and dozens of things you can pay attention to help you trick your mind into not noticing what’s
going on with you. Anything will do and you will find that the less you concentrate on how you
are feeling and the more you concentrate on other things, the more confident you will feel.

3. Build confidence in public speaking.

Your audience can be your friend. Unless you know you’re absolutely facing a hostile group
of people, human nature is such that your audience wants you succeed. They’re on your side!
Therefore, rather than assuming they don’t like you, give them the benefit of the doubt that they
do. They aren’t an anonymous sea of faces, but real people. So to help you gain more confidence
when speaking in public, think of ways to engage your audience. Remember, even if they aren’t
speaking, you can still have a two-way conversation. When you make an important point, pay
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attention to the people who are nodding in agreement and the ones who are frowning in
disagreement. As long as you are creating a reaction in your audience you are in charge.
4. Keep the audience awake.

The one thing you don’t want is for your audience to fall asleep! But make no mistake public
speaking arenas are designed to do just that; Dim lights, cushy chairs, not having to open their
mouths — a perfect invitation to catch up on those zzzs. Ways to keep them awake include

(1) Ask rhetorical questions;

(2) Maintain eye contact for a second or two with as many people as possible;

(3) Be provocative;

(4) Be challenging;

(5) Change the pace of your delivery;

(6) Change the volume of your voice.

(Source . http ./ / www. impactfactory. com/ gate/ public-speaking-training-course-skills-development/ )

D. | Have a Dream — Speech Delivered by Martin Luther King

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed
the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to
millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a
joyous daybreak to end the long night of bad captivity.

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life of
the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination.
One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean
of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of
American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. So we’ve come here today to
dramatize a shameful condition.

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations.
Some of you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. Some of you have come from areas where
your quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of
police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith
that unearned suffering is redemptive.

Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to
Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing
that somehow this situation can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the valley of despair.

I say to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and
tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up, live up to the true meaning of its creed:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal. ”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons

4
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of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and
justice.

I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day down in Alabama with its governor having his lips dripping with
the words of interposition and nullification, one day right down in Alabama little black boys and
black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be
made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.

This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith we will be
able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to
transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this
faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail
together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.

This will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning.

My country ’tis of thee,

Sweet land of liberty ,

Of thee I sing:

Land where my fathers died,

Land of the pilgrims’ pride,

From every mountainside

Let freedom ring.

And if America is to be a great nation this must become true. So let freedom ring from the
prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.

Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York !

Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slops of California!

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee !

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi!

From every mountainside, let freedom ring!

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from
every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black

5
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men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and
sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, *“Free at last! Free at last! Thank God almighty, we
are free at last!”

( Source : http . // www. wwenglish. com/t/d/jijin/ gitianzhen/8159. htm)

Section B Questions for Reflection

What kind of role can eloquence ( =+ ) play in our life?

How to develop your eloquence or public speaking competence?

What’s the role of debate in American political life?

What’s the benefit of students’ involvement in political debates?

Are you familiar with any American public speakers? And who is your favorite?
What’s your impression of American public speeches?

What is the place of public speech in American political life?

90" =l (O T R (B0 D1 =

Find a certain piece of inspiring American public speech and deliver it in class.

Section C Notes on Related Culture in the Movie

1. James Cleveland “Jesse” Owens: James Cleveland “Jesse” Owens ( September 12, 1913-
March 31, 1980) was an American track and field athlete who specialized in the sprints and
the long jump. He participated in the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin, Germany, where he
achieved international fame by winning four gold medals.

2. Langston Hughes: James Mercer Langston Hughes ( February 1, 1902-May 22, 1967 ) was
an American poet, social activist, novelist, playwright, and columnist. He was one of the
earliest innovators of the then-new literary art form jazz poetry. Hughes is best known for his
work during the Harlem Renaissance (#4483 54i& %), B T 20 #4220 54X 2975 F 4 AL EA
TR EE). .

3. Gwendolyn B. Bennett: Gwendolyn B. Bennett (July 8, 1902-May 30, 1981 ) was an
African American writer who contributed to Opportunity, which chronicled cultural
advancements in Harlem. Though often overlooked, she herself made considerable
accomplishments in poetry and prose.

4. The New Deal: The New Deal was a series of economic programs implemented in the United
States between 1933 and 1936. They were passed by the U.S. Congress during the first term
of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The programs were Roosevelt’s responses to the Great
Depression, and focused on what historians call the “3 R’s” ; Relief, Recovery, and Reform.
That is, Relief for the unemployed and poor; Recovery of the economy to normal levels; and
Reform of the financial system to prevent a repeat depression. The New Deal produced a
political realignment, making the Democratic Party the majority with its base in liberal ideas,
the white South, big city machines, and the newly empowered labor unions and ethnic
minorities.

5. The fireside chat: The fireside chat was a series of thirty evening radio addresses given by

6
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United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt between 1933 and 1944.

. Bethlehem: Bethlehem is a city in Lehigh and Northampton Counties in the Lehigh Valley

region of eastern Pennsylvania in the United States. In Bible, Bethlehem is the birthplace of

Jesus Christ, located five and half miles from Jerusalem.

. Speaking in tongues: Speaking in tongues is the New Testament phenomena where a person

speaks in a language that is unknown to him. This language is either the language of angels or
other earthly languages. ?

. The Jim Crow laws: The Jim Crow laws were state and local laws in the United States

enacted between 1876 and 1965. They mandated racial segregation in all public facilities in
Southern states of the former Confederacy, with a supposedly “separate but equal” status for
black Americans. The separation led to treatment, financial support and accommodations that
were usually inferior to those provided for white Americans, systematizing a number of
economic, educational and social disadvantages. Some examples of Jim Crow laws are the
segregation of public schools, public places, and public transportation, and the segregation of
restrooms, restaurants, and drinking fountains for whites and blacks.

Lynching: Lynching is the practice of killing people by extrajudicial mob action which
occurred in the United States chiefly from the late 18th century through the 1960s. Lynching
apparently originated during the American Revolution when Charles Lynch, a Virginia justice
of the peace, ordered extralegal punishment for Loyalists. In the South, members of the
abolitionist movement and other people opposing slavery were often targets of lynch mob
violence before the Civil War. Lynching took place most frequently in the South from 1890 to
the 1920s, with a peak in the annual toll in 1892.

W. E. B. Du Bois;: W. E. B. Du Bois ( February 23, 1868-August 27, 1963 ) was an
American sociologist, historian, civil rights activist, Pan-Africanist (;£3F # 3_# ), author and
editor. Born in western Massachusetts, Du Bois grew up in a tolerant community and
experienced little racism as a child. After graduating from Harvard, where he was the first
African American to earn a doctorate, he became a professor of history, sociology and
economics at Atlanta University. Du Bois was one of the co-founders of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909.

National Labor Relations Board: National Labor Relations Board ( NLRB ) is an
independent agency of the United States government charged with conducting elections for
labor union representation and with investigating and remedying unfair labor practices. Unfair
labor practices may involve union-related situations or instances of protected concerted
activity. The NLRB is governed by a five-person board and a General Counsel, all of whom
are appointed by the President with the consent of the Senate.

AFL . American Federation of Labor. It was one of the first federations of labor unions in the
United States. It was founded in 1886 and AFL unions were important in industrial cities,
where they formed a central labor office to coordinate the actions of different AFL unions.

Ivy League. Ivy League (% 4 j# % fz) is an athletic conference comprising eight private
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institutions of higher education in the Northeastern United States. The conference name is also
commonly used to refer to those eight schools as a group. The eight institutions are Brown
University, Columbia University, Cornell University, Dartmouth College, Harvard
University, Princeton University, the University of Pennsylvania, and Yale University. The
term Ivy League also has connotations of academic excellence, selectivity in admissions, and
social elitism.

SMU : Southern Methodist University (& Z A4 K 5).

Prairie View: Prairie View is a city in Waller County, Texas, United States and Prairie View
A&M University is located in the city.

Sanskrit; Sanskrit originally is a historical Indo-Aryan language and the primary liturgical (4L
MK #9) language of Hinduism (#p & 4¢), Jainism (4 #F4¢) and Buddhism. Today, it is
listed as one of the 22 scheduled languages of India and is an ofﬁcial language of the state of

Uttarakhand. Sanskrit holds a prominent position in Indo-European studies.

. Gandhi; Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (43) (2 October, 1869-30 January, 1948) was

the preeminent leader of Indian nationalism in British ruled India. Employing non-violent civil
disobedience, Gandhi led India to independence and inspired movements for civil rights and
freedom across the world.

General Reginald Dyer: General Reginald Dyer (9 October, 1864-23 July, 1927) was a
British Indian Army officer who as a temporary Brigadier—General (& #4444 ) was responsible
for the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre ( kX /& %) in Amritsar (in the British India province of
Punjab). Dyer was removed from duty but he became a celebrated hero in Britain among
people with connections to the British Raj (%74 ). Historians consider the episode was a
decisive step towards the end of British rule in India.

Amritsar: Amritsar is a city in the north-western part of India. It boasts of being the main
center of Sikhs’ (4} % # ) cultural, religious, and political history; it also houses the Sikh
temporal and political authority, Akal Takht, as well as the Sikh Parliament. Amritsar is also
known for the tragic incident of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre in 1919 under British Rule.
Henry David Thoreau: Henry David Thoreau (¥#] - X2 - %) (July 12, 1817-May 6,
1862) was an American author, poet, philosopher, abolitionist, naturalist, tax resister,
development critic, surveyor, historian, and leading transcendentalist. He is best known for
his book Walden , a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings, and his essay “Civil
Disobedience” , an argument for individual resistance to civil government in moral opposition

to an unjust state.
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Part II Preparation for the Movie-watching

Section A General Description of the Movie
Release date: December 25, 2007
Running time: 126 minutes
Genre: Drama | Historical
Director: Denzel Washington
Produced by: Oprah Winfrey
Joe Roth
Todd Black
Bob Weinstein
Harvey Weinstein
Starring . Denzel Washington as Melvin B. Tolson
Forest Whitaker as Dr. James Farmer Sr.
Nate Parker as Henry Lowe
Jurnee Smollett as Samantha Booke

Denzel Whitaker as James Farmer Jr.

Music by: James Newton Howard
Cinematography . Philippe Rousselot
Edited by: Hughes Winborne
Screenplay by . Jeffrey Porro and Robert Eisele
Studio: Hughes Winborne
Distributed by: Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer;
The Weinstein Company
Awards and nominations
Won: Image Award for Outstanding Motion Picture
Image Award for Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture; Denzel Washington
Image Award for Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture: Jurnee Smollett
Image Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Motion Picture: Forest Whitaker,
Nate Parker, Denzel Whitaker
Stanley Kramer Award
Nominated: Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture-Drama

Image Award for Outstanding Director in a Motion Picture; Denzel Washington

Section B Brief Introductions to the Main Characters
Melvin B. Tolson: the debate coach, an inspiring teacher
James L. Farmer, Sr.. father of James L. Farmer, Jr., a black professor and public speaker
James L. Farmer, Jr.: a member of the debate team
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Henry Lowe: a member of the debate team

Samantha Booke: the only female member of the debate team
Hamilton Burgess: a member of the debate team but quit halfway
Ruth Tolson: wife of Melvin B. Tolson

Pearl Farmer: wife of James L. Farmer, Sr.

Section C Word Bank
suspensions /sa'spenfon/ n. # 41% 5 ( RAFIAF)
tryout /'trajavt/ n. EARF
resolved /r1'zolvd/ n. #3426

a. WigRa ;R

affirmative /a'f3mmotrv/ n. (#fit P ) B
negative /'negotiv/ n. it (L7 )
golf links & R X3k 3%
transfer /trens'f3:(r)/ vi. 3%
stammer /'stema(r)/ vi. 440 O ibitiE, v
rebut /ri'bat/ vi. RR
conjecture /kon'dzektfa(r)/ n. A, 48
premise /'premis/ n. #]#%
syllogism /'siladzizom/ n. =i GFifR
faulty /'forltt/ adj. A 45i% 49 ; A7 4£ 589
fallacy /'felost/ n. #-i% ;35
literature /'litarat[a(r)/ n. X#k; H4E
pertinent /'paitinont/ a. 5 % 649 ; MEInay; P H a9 H K8
irony /'atarant/ n. RiE ;iR
theology /01'plod31/ n. #p5; F#ik %
breeding /'brizdin/ n. ¥ # ;A FH
denigration / deni'greifon/ n. &%
defame /di'ferm/ v. #kiF, P44
alternate /'atltonat/ n. K& F ;1E4hF
extracurricular / ekstroka'rikjula(r)/ a. 3R 94
endorse /imn'dois/ vi. fE( ZHF)HF@EF AR
dissenting /di'sentin/ a. R &4, HFiL 84
virtue /'vaitjur/ n. 4%
vice /vais/ n. %3]
tar /ta:(r)/ vi. BIR(BREE) B (R4ab) T
vicious /'vifos/ a. A %Y
diabolical / dara'bolik/ a. & B AL64
punch /pantf/ n. #A&E(—+r B Rt 40F R 0400 )
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chaperon(e) /'[eparoun/ n. (L3 3FFFIE4ERGE Y i) F KLk 7 A KB EBEA
sharecropper /'fea krppa(r)/ n. J # 4 5% 84 fm 4

tuxedo /tak'sirdav/ n. D FURR , T AAUIR

dole /dovl/ n. % b F2 IRF4 ; BOF

involuntary /n'volontort/ a. &8 ; R g £69, L &R
breadline /'bredlain/ n. %144 ( X BF) R4 9 AL
desolation / desa'lerfan/ n. # 7 ; A5 s INF; K3
ringleader /'rig lirdda(r)/ n. (&L FEEFHPHY) LA, TR
sheriff /'ferif/ n. (%) BE&%E

segregate /'segrigert/ vi. {& 5 & 1k 5 & FATH KRB
radical /'redikol/ n. #it 5T

pep rally ( HEFHIN TR FAHEITH)HFH KL

mean /mim/ a. F-IEAK% 69

deputy /'depjutt/ n. XA ;&5 ; (GEEF) AR

attorney /a'taini/ n. (%) &)

vigilante / vidz1'lent/ n. ( £)EKE2E4 R, R HEFLAN
raid /rexd/ n. & ;& TAHM ;PR

slaughter /'slotta(r)/ vt. B3 B4 &3k

wrestler /'reslo(r)/ n. #BiEF i ;e HE G A
mythology /mi1'@plod31/ n. [ &4k ]4b3& ;4 i& 5

censure /'senfo(r)/ vr. i3 ; 4548, W& PR

jeopardy /'dzepadl/ n. &

reign /rem/ vi. %uib A XEAFM ;BT AE

retribution / retri'bjusfon/ n. IR 5 ;55

redemption /ri'dempfon/ n. W ; $b: ; FRHK

bail /be1l/ n. BB BBAHEL

crispy /'krispl/ a. We# ; 5 #y

nibble /'nibl/ vt. #9% ;— & — EHek (KvL)

devour /di'vava(r)/ vt. (Ja4%) HR; RE K BMLA
faculty /'fekaltt/ n. ( £ %) (HEATFH ) SRR
disobedience / disa'bidjons/ n. FRIRM , ikt

tyranny /'tiran/ n. FEC;F

rebuttal /ri'batol/ n. BB ;#H R ; Rk

Sanskrit /'senskrit/ n. 3£iE

captain /'keptin/ n. AR ;ARFA; (FE3HEAEY) A K

podium /'povdrom/ n. RIAIEHE S

illustrious /1'lastrias/ a. # %69, A& $ 64 4812469

casualty /'kezjuoltt/ n. (F3H REFG) G (EReG)HTAR
anarchy /'®noki/ n. RBUF(CRA) ;RE, LA
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