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Preface

This book principally aims to capture the core of tort law for law
students. It provides a critical summary and discussion of issues that,
during more than forty years of torts teaching, have seemed to me the
most troublesome to those first wrestling with the subject. In signifi-
cant part, it deals with issues about which students most consistently
seek aid during term time and especially when examinations are
imminent.

I have sought to maintain a tight focus on the things that appear
to count the most in tort law. Although I have paid my basic debts to
scholarship, I have tried to give a fairly spare treatment of the law.
With that goal, I have sought to select authorities aimed at evocative
and graphic illustrations of the most challenging problems in the field.

Because lawyers speak in terms of legal doctrine, I write in those
terms. But because a principal function of lawyers is to penetrate
doctrine to reality, I also have sought to go behind the labels of theory
to what courts do in fact. And because American lawyers tend to relate
law to policy, I seek to identify the bases of tort law in those policy
considerations that most often appear to engage courts, both conscious-
ly and subconsciously.

Tort law is a fascinating study. It is a means of dispute resolution,
a body of rules for governing conduct, and a social symbol. I hope that
this book captures these aspects of the law in a way that is informative
to students, and indeed, to lawyers and judges.
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