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PRAISE FOR STEPHEN KING’S
THE DARK TOWER
THE DARK TOWER VII

“Pure storytelling. . . . An absorbing, constantly sur-
prising novel filled with true narrative magic. . . . An
archetypal quest fantasy distinguished by its uniquely
Western flavor, its emotional complexity and its sheer
imaginative reach. . . . The series as a whole—and this
final volume in particular—is filled with brilliantly
rendered set pieces, cataclysmic encounters, and
moments of desolating tragedy. King holds it all
together through sheer narrative muscle and his
absolute commitment to his slowly unfolding—and
deeply personal—vision. . . . The Dark Tower is a
humane, visionary epic and a true magnum opus.

... It will be around for a very long time.”
—The Washington Post

“A tale of epic proportions . .. [and] brilliant com-
plexity. . .. Those who have faithfully journeyed
alongside Roland, Eddie, Susannah, Jake, and Oy will
find their loyalty richly rewarded. . . . King has cer-

tainly reached the top of his game.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Stunning . . . cataclysmic. . . . His writing is as power-
ful as ever.” —Bookmarks Magazine

“Plenty of action and quite a few unforeseen bomb-
shells.” —Booklist

The Dark Tower VII: The Dark Tower is also
available from Simon & Schuster Audio
and as an eBook



MORE ACCLAIM FOR
STEPHEN KING’S INCREDIBLE
DARK TOWER NOVELS

“The Dark Tower series is King’s masterpiece.”
—The Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville)

“Equal parts Western, high fantasy, horror and sci-
ence fiction, the series is one of the wildest pastiches
ever put between covers. All through the series
there are references and tips of the hat to iconic
works of pop culture, including J.R.R. Tolkien’s
Lord of the Rings trilogy, films like The Seven Samurai
or the spaghetti Westerns popularized by Clint East-
wood, and even L. Frank Baum’s Oz books. . . . King

brilliantly juggles all the plot elements.”
—The Denver Post

“The suspense master takes readers right over the
edge.” —Bangor Daily News

“Draws to a feverish, page-turning ending.”
—Boston Globe

“He’s done it again. . . . Stephen King is no ordinary
wordsmith.” —Philadelphia Inquirer



BE SURE TO READ THESE
BESTSELLERS BY STEPHEN KING

FROM A BUICK 8

“Vintage King. . . . [He] knows how to jolt his readers.”
—USA Today

“Terrific entertainment. . . . Goes down like a shot
of moonshine, hot and clean.” —Publishers Weekly

EVERYTHING’S EVENTUAL

“Bear(s] the King trademark of creative energy and
imagination.” —The Richmond Times -Dispatch

*Well-crafted, nuanced stories.”
—The Washington Post

DREAMCATCHER

“King writes more fluently than ever . . . with simple,
unexpected grace.” —The New York Times

“A tour de force . .. [with] more passages of power
and imagination than some writers produce in a

lifetime. . . . [An] entertaining must-read.”
—Chicago Tribune

HEARTS IN ATLANTIS

“This is wonderful fiction. . . . [King's] take on the
'60s—including the effects of Vietnam—is scarily
accurate.” —Entertainment Weekly
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He who speaks without an attentive ear is mute.

Therefore, Constant Reader, this final book in the Dark Tower cycle

is dedicated to you, "
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Not hear? When noise was everywhere! it tolled
Increasing like a bell. Names in my ears
Of all the lost adventurers, my peers —
How such a one was strong, and such was bold,
And such was fortunate, yet each of old
Lost, lost! one moment knelled the woe of years.

There they stood, ranged along the hillsides, met

To view the last of me, a living frame

For one more picture! In a sheet of flame

I saw them and I knew them all. And yet

Dauntless the slug-horn to my lips I set,

And blew. ‘Childe Roland to the Dark Tower came.’

—Robert Browning
“Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came”

I was born

Six-gun in my hand,

behind a gun

I'll make my final stand.
—Bad Company

What have I become?
My sweetest friend
Everyone I know
Goes away in the end
You could have it all
My empire of dirt

I will let you down

I will make you hurt

—Trent Reznor
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CHAPTER I:

CALLAHAN AND THE VAMPIRES

ONE

Pere Don Callahan had once been the Catholic
priest of a town, 'Salem’s Lot had been its name,
that no longer existed on any map. He didn’t much
care. Concepts such as reality had ceased to matter
to him.

This onetime priest now held a heathen object
in his hand, a scrimshaw turtle made of ivory.
There was a nick in its beak and a scratch in the
shape of a question mark on its back, but otherwise
it was a beautiful thing.

Beautiful and powerful. He could feel the power
in his hand like volts.

“How lovely it is,” he whispered to the boy who
stood with him. “Is it the Turtle Maturin? It is, isn’t
ie?”

The boy was Jake Chambers, and he’d come a
long loop in order to return almost to his start-
ing-place here in Manhattan. “I don’t know,” he
said. “She calls it the skoldpadda, and it may help
us, but it can’t kill the harriers that are waiting
for us in there.” He nodded toward the Dixie Pig,
wondering if he meant Susannah or Mia when he
used that all-purpose feminine pronoun she.
Once he would have said it didn’t matter because
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