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Preface

When the first edition of this book was published, the Human Rights Act 1998 had not
yet entered into force in the UK, and human rights law could still be viewed as a
‘foreign’ subject. That of course has now changed, and in this edition of the book we
have been faced with an avalanche of case-law to consider for inclusion. We have
included additional Convention cases where these have been brought to our attention
as meriting inclusion in the first edition, or in response to our own considerations of the
earlier material, or to new cases. Our response to the current plethora of domestic cases
has been to include only those which appear to us to be of the utmost significance or
interest, and our watchword in the preparation of this second edition has been the first
word of the title: ‘essential’.

There have been a number of developments that have affected human rights case-law
since the first edition. Institutional changes within the Convention architecture have
altered the procedures by which case-law emerges from Strasbourg and these are dealt
with in the first chapter. The accession to the Council of Europe of new States, with
differing traditions, has been reflected in the work of the Court, and of course, in the
UK, domestic courts have grappled with human rights issues across a wide range of
areas.

In addition to the inclusion of new material, we have made some substantial
reorganisation of existing material. The incidents of duplication of treatment of cases
has been reduced, although we will continue to refer to cases in more than one entry
where this is appropriate to the treatment of the subject matter. Material referred to in
that part of the first edition dealing with discrimination has been absorbed into the
substantive chapters of the book to which the discrimination relates. Nothing has been
lost in this process, and we hope that the end result makes the book easier to use.

It is clear that as the role played by human rights law in the UK expands, an increasing
number of cases will be come to be regarded as ‘essential’; and we would be pleased to
hear from any reader of this book who would like to recommend material for inclusion.

In the preparation of this edition we are both jointly responsible for all the content, and
any errors are ours alone. However, Susan Nash has been primarily responsible for the
first chapter and areas of the book relating to criminal law, and immigration and
deportation issues, while Mark Furse has been primarily responsible for the
commercial areas. Other areas have been shared out more or less equally.

In the preparation of this edition the publication team at Jordans have done an excellent
job in dealing with a great number of changes, and we are grateful to them for their
patience and professionalism. While we have prepared this edition ourselves, and have
made changes to material included in the first edition where it has been retained, we
remain grateful to those who made contributions to the first edition. Contributions by
Merris Amos, Leroy Bunbury, Amanda Hopkins, Charles King and Claire de Than
that were present in the first edition continue to appear in this edition.

The cut off date for the inclusion of cases in this edition was 1 June 2002.

SUSAN NASH, MARK FURSE
October 2002
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