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PREFACE AND
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The laws regulating the formation of family
relationships like marriage, civil unions, domestic
partnerships and adoption are found in state stat-
utes and may differ considerably from jurisdiction
to jurisdiction. There may be a variety of reasons
for this phenomenon including the religious, politi-
cal and ethnic make-up of the citizens of the juris-
diction. History plays an important role as well.
American adoption laws, for example, do not trace
their origins back to the English common law, like
so many of American laws, but have a distinct
American foundation. Because of the lack of homo-
geneity in the population of the United States, and
because adoption is so reflective of a jurisdiction’s
social policy, the laws of adoption in the United
States lack uniformity, and attempts to establish a
uniform law of adoption have been unsuccessful. It
is for that reason that one cannot accurately speak
of American adoption law. Rather, one must refer to
the American laws of adoption. This is why the title
of this book is Adoption Laws in a Nutshell. This is
also why we have included charts that present the
law of each jurisdiction on the subject of the chart.

We caution the reader to check the current
state of the law since the charts were developed
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from 2009 to 2012 and some changes may have
occurred since then. We also alert the reader to the
fact that the laws regarding intercountry adoption
may also change.

A number of Boston College Law School stu-
dents assisted in the development of the charts and
also did research on specific topics. We acknowledge
with appreciation the work of Stephanie Giuliano
Abhar, Tarek Audi, Michael Avery, Andrew Bender,
Mark DeVincentis, Kevin Gallagher, Andrew Jones,
Sam Lawrence, Julie Meeks, Michael Mohr, Feyis-
ara Olotu, Ryan M. Rourke-Reed, Victoria Santoro,
Peter Tipps, Paul Wagoner, Christine Weaver, Bar-
rett Wilson-Murphy and Ben Winterhalter. Special
thanks are due Meg Parsont for her excellent edit-
ing and Curtis Beyer for his valuable technical
assistance in preparing the manuscript for publica-
tion.

The Bibliography consists of sources for the
information in this book and suggestions for further
reading in specific areas.
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