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Preface and Acknowledgments

This volume is the first in a new series of Studies on the Frontiers of International
Law. The term ‘frontier’ is traditionally associated with proximity to a boundary
or a demarcation line. But it is also a connecting point, i.e., a passage or chan-
nel between spaces that are usually considered as separate entities. Sometimes,
the dividing line between these spaces is fluid. Sometimes it is more deeply
entrenched, distinct or tangible. The purpose of this new Series is to explore
the visible and imaginary boundaries of scholarship in International Law. It is
designed to test the existing table of contents, vocabulary and limits of ‘Public
International Law’, to investigate lines and linkages between ‘centre’ and ‘periph-
ery’, and to re-map or re-think some of its conceptual boundaries.

This first volume is written in this spirit. It deals with the tension between
unity and diversification which has gained a central place in the debate under the
label of ‘fragmentation’. This volume explores the meaning, articulation and risks
of this phenomenon in a specific area: International Criminal Justice. It brings
together established and fresh voices who analyse different sites and contesta-
tions of this concept, as well as its context and specific manifestations in the in-
terpretation and application of International Criminal Law. The volume thereby
connects discourse on ‘fragmentation’ with broader inquiry on the merits and
discontents of legal pluralism in ‘Public International Law’.

This book is the result of a research project carried out by the Grotius Centre
for International Legal Studies under the umbrella of the Marie Curie Actions
Programme. Many persons have contributed to the publication of this work. We
are indebted to Christine Tremblay for her outstanding coordination of the Ma-
rie Curie project generally. We are equally grateful for the excellent editorial as-
sistance that we have received from Neil Fishman, Anton Fischer and Teodora
Jugrin. We also wish to thank Lindy Melman of Martinus Nijhoff and her team
for her support in the publication process. Finally we are thankful to all our con-
tributors, who have given ‘gravity’ to this volume with their individual chapters.

The painting featured on the cover of this volume reflects the direction of this
new Series. It is a 2011 work (oil on paper) by the New York-based artist Alexis
Portilla who kindly allowed us to use the image. It is entitled ‘God Particle’. This
particle (also known as the ‘Higgs boson’) is central to elementary physics. Evi-
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Preface and Acknowledgments Partl

dence of its discovery was announced by CERN in Switzerland in July 2012. The
particle gives ‘mass’ to all matter. In this sense, it captures the tension between
unity and diversity by holding the fragments together. It also reflects the idea of
reaching new ‘frontiers’ in science.

We hope that this volume will contribute to the start of 2 unique and innova-
tive Series of Studies in International Law.

Larissa van den Herik
Carsten Stahn
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