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Materien denken

—das Gehirn besteht aus Materien—

Heshiro Toriyabe

Seit dem Bestehen der Molekularbiologic &ndert sich die Welt. Namlich
miissen wir Menschen die bis jetzt Meinung fiir die Lebewesen &ndern. Das
Entdecken der Mitochondolien bringt der Menschheit ein Wunder. Und zwar die
Gene der Mitochondolien sind kleiner. Ohne sie kdnnen wir nicht leben. Sie
stellen uns Energien her. Aber wir konnen sie mit unsrer Augen nicht beobachten.
Sie sind eine Art Molekul. Wir bestehen aus Materien, aus Molekiilen. Also
Materien denken.



The role of social context in second
language literacy development:

A case study

Wendy Tada

Over the past few years, there has been a rapid expansion in the number of
immersion (otherwise known as international) preschools and kindergartens in
Japan that aim to provide English immersion education for children aged between
two to six. While many parents who enroll their children in these classes are
proficient in English, there are a growing number of parents who simply wish for
a positive English learning experience for their children. In such a context is it
really possible to develop emergent second language literacy skills of children
without the regular help of parents who are proficient in English?

In this paper, there is a an introduction to the study, a brief literature review,
a short summary defining social context, followed by an outline of Yuka’s home
and school environment, and finally a detailed account of how Yuka acquired
emergent reading and writing skills in English. Throughout this paper, problems
and recommendations regarding second language literacy development in Japan are
highlighted.

INTRODUCTION
Research Aims

The following research questions were created to provide direction for this
study.
(1) How does a child acquire second language literacy skills in an immersion
preschool and kindergarten in Japan?
(2) How does social context impact second language literacy development?
(3) Can a child continue to develop literacy skills after dramatic changes to their
second language learning context?

(4) What recommendations could be given to teachers and parents of children



acquiring second language literacy skills?

Methodology

The approach taken in this study was a qualitative one with observations
recorded and reflected upon in a journal when major changes occurred. The
participant’s progress, school and home environment were regularly discussed with
the mother of the participant and notes were added to the journal accordingly.
Observations began at three and three months and the study concluded after her
tenth birthday. Throughout the study the researcher was the participant’s teacher.
Initially the study intended to last three years but observations were recorded for
an additional four years to include her progress after leaving English immersion
schooling. During the study, the participant took Eiken (the Test of Practical
English Proficiency) at levels 5, 4, 3 and pre-2, since it is the main method used
to assess English skills of young people in Japan and was used to assess her

language abilities at the end of the case study.

Participant

The participant in this case study was chosen because the girl and her family
matched the following criteria. Firstly, both of her parents are Japanese and do
not use English for work or consider English to be their hobby. This was
particularly important since many longitudinal studies involve participants who
have at least one parent who is either a native speaker of the second language
studied or is a language teacher (refer to Appendix 1 in Barron-Hauwaert, 2004).
In this study, no English in the home environment was ideal since the fluctuations
in the amount of second language literacy at home had the potential to become
a problematic variable. Secondly, her parents considered immersion education to
be the first step in their child’s English education which was essential for a
longitudinal study of a sole participant. The final criteria related to the
researcher’s ability to make observations on the participant’s language learning
and contact her parents on a regular basis. After several discussions with parents
at a private immersion preschool, a quiet and shy girl who will be called Yuka

in this paper became the center of this study with her parent’s permission.
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Literature Review

Research on second language literacy development in immersion education has
tended to focus on French and Spanish speaking children learning English in the
ESL context instead of the EFL context (Akcan 2004; Araujo, 2002). Key issues
in this area have been the role of phonics and the benefits of reading skills.
Although research has generally supported phonics in early childhood education
(Goswani, 1994; International Reading Association,1998; Stahl, Duffy Hester &
Stahl, 1998), there are mixed views concerning the benefits of phonics for second
language learners (Dlugosz, 2000; Lenters 2004; Stewart, 2004).

A major turning point in literacy education occurred in the 1980’s when
literacy acquisition was no longer just considered the development of a cognitive
skill. Research has shown a direct link with literacy acquisition and sociocultural
development that occurs in the home and school environment (Sulzby, Teale, &
Kamberelis, 1989; Dyson, 1991; Heath, 1994) although a significant amount of
this research has focused on first language literacy acquisition.

BACKGROUND
The connection between social context and literacy acquisition

In the field of early childhood education, social context has the potential to be
a positive or negative factor in the role in emergent literacy skill development. In
this paper, the term social context refers to the environment where people use
language and provide a range of cultural and social experiences which in turn can
influence the development of a child’s literacy skills as well as their exposure to
literacy events, otherwise known as literacy related activities. It is generally
believed that a wide range of social and cultural behaviors shape literacy
acquisition and this is evident “in the child’s oral language, nonverbal
communication, interactions with peers and adults, attitudes and interests and
preferred modes of learning” (John and Venn, 2004, p.45). For children in a
second language leaming environment the number and range of socially valued
activities a child is able to participate in is usually more limited. In this study,
both of the parents are Japanese and are raising their child in Japan. In order to
learn how to read and write in English, Yuka was exposed to two social contexts:
the home and the school environment. By observing her progress it is possible to

reveal how her second language literacy skills developed through immersion



