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REFACE

In writing this second edition of Al corriente, the
authors set out to maintain the best of the first
edition—lively, authentic readings and realia-
based activities—while making extensive im-
provements based on detailed feedback from
instructors who had used the first edition of this
intermediate Spanish program.

The readings in the second edition include a
wide variety of newspaper and magazine articles,
an interview, essays, short stories, poems, and
selections from novels. Cartoons, maps, and ad-
vertisements of all sorts also serve to round out
this presentation of the contemporary Spanish-
speaking world.

The intent here, as with the first edition, is to
convey impressions of life in Spain, Latin Amer-
ica, and the United States as seen through the
eyes of Hispanic writers, artists, and commercial
advertisers. The authors are not seeking to
present a complete cultural view, but rather to
bridge the gap between English-speaking stu-
dents and the Spanish-speaking world—to cap-
ture the dynamism of Hispanic culture and to in-
volve students in discussions and activities that
enhance their linguistic abilities and give them a
greater understanding of the peoples whose lan-
guage they are learning.

This bridge of cultural awareness and lin-
guistic development is built on two pillars:
the authenticity of the readings and visuals used
in the text, and the lively, proficiency-oriented
activities developed around the authentic
materials.

ORGANIZATION OF AL CORRIENTE

Al corriente consists of a preliminary chapter fol-
lowed by fifteen regular chapters divided into five
thematically organized units. The Capitulo pre-
liminar offers a variety of visual- and realia-based
activities designed to reacquaint students with
speaking Spanish, help them remember what
they learned in previous courses, and encourage
them to begin working with one another. It con-
tains some basic reading strategies, as well as a
concise review of basic elements of Spanish gram-
mar. Short input activities, included throughout
the grammar presentation to aid recall without
yet requiring production, are followed by a vari-
ety of communicative activities. Practice exercises
appear in the corresponding section of the work-
book.

Each of the five units is introduced by a pho-
tograph, a brief overview of the unit, and a mini-
index to the grammar topics presented in the
three chapters that follow.

Each chapter of Al corriente (except the Capi-
tulo preliminar) has five main sections.

* jHablemos un poco! opens each chapter with
the presentation of the chapter’s thematic vo-
cabulary. Visuals (realia, illustrations, and
photographs) are integrated into the activities
of this section, giving students the opportu-
nity to use the vocabulary actively right from
the beginning while interacting with one
another.
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Lectura is the core of each chapter. The read-
ings determine much of the chapter’s thematic
vocabulary and grammar, and often provide
themes for the activities. The readings come
from a wide range of newspapers, magazines,
and books published in the Spanish-speaking
world. In keeping with the emphasis on au-
thenticity, no reading material appears in
translation, nor has any been adapted, sim-
plified, or standardized except to correct the
occasional obvious grammatical or typographi-
cal error. Some reading selections appear in
their entirety, whereas others have been ex-
cerpted for reasons of interest or length.

All readings are made accessible by giving
students the support they need to read with
ease and enjoyment. In addition to glosses
within the reading selections, three sections
that precede the readings aim to provide this
support. Acercandonos a la lectura provides
background information on the reading and its
author, as well as clues about content. Voca-
bulario para leer presents a list of key vocabu-
lary terms together with brief activities to help
make the vocabulary active for students. (The
Vocabulario del tema list in the ;Hablemos un
poco! and the Vocabulario para leer list to-
gether constitute the active vocabulary for the
chapter.) Estrategias para leer teaches stu-
dents strategies to use with the reading as
well as with similar readings they may en-
counter in the future.

Readings are followed by ;Cuanto recuer-
da Ud.? exercises, which provide relatively
guided comprehension checks, and ;Qué
opina Ud.? exercises, which give students the
opportunity to discuss and express their own
opinions about topics raised in the readings.

Gramatica en contexto contains the structural
presentations and activities. The structures
spin off those found in the chapter’s readings.
Grammar presentations are given in English,
but Spanish is the language of the activities in
this section. Realia and visuals are incorpo-
rated into these activities where possible, as
they are throughout the text.

- Espanol en accion combines both grammar

and thematic vocabulary in interactive activi-
ties, which give students the opportunity to
use what they have learned in the chapter in a
personalized and creative way. Each Espanol
en accion section also contains a focused writ-
ing activity, called Composicion, which is usu-
ally coordinated with a piece of realia students
are asked to describe, react to, or use as a
model.

= Al corriente is a section that closes each chap-
ter with a brief profile of a notable person in
the Spanish-speaking world.

MAJOR CHANGES IN THE
SECOND EDITION

* The number of chapters has been reduced
from eighteen to fifteen, resulting in a reduc-
tion of the number of units from six to five.

* Approximately half of the readings and realia
are new to this edition. There are many new
readings including up-to-date magazine arti-
cles on contemporary figures such as Gloria
Estefan and Edward James Olmos, a poem by
Pablo Neruda, and a short story by the young
Chicano writer Jestis Rosales.

* Reading strategies have been added, preced-
ing most readings, to enhance students’ com-
prehension of the authentic materials.

+  Grammar presentations have been extensively
revised and reorganized, with an emphasis on
simplification, to make the material more ac-
cessible to the average second-year student.

* A number of low-frequency grammar struc-
tures are now presented for recognition only.

*  More grammar activities have been included
in the Gramatica en contexto section to give
students additional practice with each gram-
mar topic. In addition, the practice material in
this section now progresses in difficulty from
receptive exercises to open-ended activities.



The first edition section Indice morfologico
has not been retained in the second edition.
The paradigms that appeared in those sections
have instead been integrated into the grammar
presentations for greater accessibility.

The new Al corriente section at the end of
each chapter introduces students to a wide
range of contemporary figures and ideas in
the Spanish-speaking world.

Eight pages of full-color photographs at the

beginning of the book are coordinated with
the themes of the five units.

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

The Al corriente package includes the following
supplementary materials. The effectiveness of Al
corriente will be enhanced by adding any of these
components.

The Cuaderno de ejercicios escritos / Manual
de laboratorio and its accompanying tape pro-
gram contain two types of material. In the
Cuaderno de ejercicios escritos, basic written
grammar and vocabulary exercises supplement
the creative, interactive activities in the stu-
dent text. Many of these exercises are realia-
based. It is recommended that students do
these exercises outside of class so that class
time can be spent on more interpersonal, com-
municative activities. Answers to the grammar
exercises are included in the back of the Cua-
derno de ejercicios escritos, allowing students
to check their own work.

The Manual de laboratorio and tape pro-
gram aim to develop both productive and re-
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The Instructor’s Edition of the text, new to the
second edition, contains on-page suggestions,
many supplementary exercises, and abundant
variations and follow-ups on student text ma-
terials. Also included in these notes is addi-
tional cultural information on the readings and
realia.

The Instructor’s Manual offers theoretical and
methodological commentary about using Al
corriente and about teaching for proficiency
with the text. It also contains a sample quiz
and sample exam, as well as answers to se-
lected exercises in the student text.

The Instructor’s Resource Kit provides trans-
parency masters and optional readings and re-
alia. It is coordinated chapter by chapter with
the text.

The MHELT 2.0 (McGraw-Hill Electronic Lan-
guage Tutor) software program, completely re-
vised for the second edition, includes a broad
selection of controlled exercises from the stu-
dent text. It is available for use on IBM-PC™
and Macintosh™ computers.

A variety of McGraw-Hill instructional video-
tapes are available to instructors who wish to
offer their students additional perspectives on
Hispanic language and culture. Instructors
may request information or order the videos
by contacting the McGraw-Hill representative
in their area.
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Chapter note: The primary pupose  The purpose of this preliminary chapter is to reaccustom you to speaking

Dl Bgpiesnihs Zpr;il:, and reading Spanish and to introduce you to the kinds of activities you

Basic v will find throughout Al corriente. The preliminary chapter contains a variety
of activities to get you started using Spanish again and to enable you to as-
sess what you do and don’t remember from your earlier classes.

Many of you may already be accustomed to speaking Spanish in class
with your instructor and with your classmates in pairs and in groups. You
= may also have had practice in reading authentic materials taken from
out the text ~  books, newspapers, and magazines written in Spanish for speakers of

Spanish. Students whose prior instruction did not include techniques for
reading such materials will have an opportunity to become acquainted with
them in Al corriente.

The first section of the preliminary chapter, jHablemos un poco!, con-
sists of oral activities based on drawings. The purpose of this section is to
get you started speaking Spanish again and help you remember what you
learned in your previous study.

The second section, Estrategias para leer, is designed to help you read
and understand the authentic materials that comprise the foundation of Al
corriente. The authentic materials that you will be reading include advertise-
ments, cartoons, newspaper and magazine articles, and literary selections.
In the preliminary chapter, you will learn a few basic reading strategies
that you can continue to use to enhance your understanding and apprecia-
tion of the authentic materials appearing throughout the text. You will
learn additional reading strategies in subsequent chapters.

The third section, Gramatica en contexto, reviews the present indicative
tense and certain fundamentals of Spanish grammar, including gender and
pluralization of nouns, possession, and various idioms. You may also want
to work through additional exercises in the Cuaderno de ejercicios to aid you
in mastering these structures.

The fourth section, Espanol en accién, will help you get acquainted
with your classmates and give you additional opportunities to express
yourself in Spanish.

The final section, Al corriente, gives you an opportunity to read and
talk about a person from a Spanish-speaking country. In the preliminary
chapter you will read about a young marathon racer from Mexico who is
becoming well known in this country. In subsequent chapters you will
read about various people from countries throughout the Spanish-speaking
world.

Have fun with this refresher course in the preliminary chapter and with

Al corriente!

re in the text, so it is im-
nt it at this time. A



2 | Capitulo preliminar

Warm-up: To get students talking,
ask a series of ¢Qué es esto? ques-
tions, referring to objects pictured in
drawings: el autobus, la tienda, and
so on. (You can make overheads
from masters in the Instructor's Re-
source Kit.)

Suggestion: Encourage students to
say whatever they can about the
drawings, using the verbs given and
any other words they may remember.
The goal is to help students reacti-
vate what they learned in previous
courses and feel comfortable speak-
ing in class. Ask specific questions as
needed to encourage participation by
all, and accept all answers and com-
ments unless they are factually incor-
rect. Don't over-correct.

Suggestion: You may want to do a
quick geography review of the
Spanish-speaking world. Show stu-
dents where Bogota, Limén, and
Madrid are located. Tell students that
Bogota and Madrid are capitals.
Suggestion: Ask students how to
pronounce “Sears” in Spanish.
Cultural note: You may wish to point
out that small specialty shops are
very common, even in large Hispanic
cities. Since most stores don't provide
shopping bags, customers bring their
own

ABLEMOS UN POCO!

A. La vida diaria. Los cuatro dibujos (drawings) a continuacion son esce-
nas de la vida diaria en los Estados Unidos y en varios paises hispanos.
Usando como guia los verbos y las preguntas que acompanan los dibujos,
comente con un companero (una companera) de clase lo que pasa en cada
uno. Usen su imaginacion para inventar detalles interesantes sobre las per-
sonas (;Como son? ;Qué hacen todos los dias?) y las relaciones entre ellos
(¢Son amigos, novios, parientes, etcétera?).

1. En el centro de Bogota, Colombia
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abrir charlar reir
acompanar escoger subir
bajar esperar trabajar
cambiar estar traer
comenzar llevar vender
comprar parar venir
correr pasar hay

¢Cuando ocurre esta escena? ;Qué hay en esta parte de Bogota?
¢Qué hacen todas las personas que se ven alli? Y el perro, ;qué
hace? ;Por qué cree Ud. que toman algunas personas el autobtis?
(Por qué entran otras en el Banco Nacional? ;y en la tienda Sears? ;y
en la pescaderia?



