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Preface

There are plenty of excellent corrections books available for use, but we think this particular
book fills a niche for professors and students in that it is comprehensive and relatively
inexpensive. These twin ideas became our goals and guided our development and writing
of this textbook. We wanted to cover the most interesting and compelling information
currently available on all aspects of corrections, while also keeping the page limit within
reason and the book published as a paperback. We hope that readers will find this work both
informative and accessible.

The information in this textbook is what you might expect from major texts. However,
beyond the facts, figures, and concepts commonly contained in textbooks, this book also
showcases the history and research on a number of aspects of corrections. We chose, despite
the relative brevity of the book, to include two chapters on history, rather than one, as a
historical perspective provides the framework for all that follows, in corrections as in so many
other social, political, and cultural initiatives and enterprises. We also believe the presentation
of research findings from academic, government, and journalistic sources will provide the
context for understanding policy decisions and their consequences, both past and present.

Other special features of the book, which are designed to develop “perspective,” include
brief “comparative” corrections sections that highlight what other countries are doing
in terms of correctional operation. This glimpse of corrections internationally is meant to
provide readers with another way of viewing correctional practice in the United States, while
also giving them some insight into how alternative practices might work.

This book can serve as a primary text for an undergraduate course in corrections, or as a
supplemental text for a graduate course. The topical areas covered are comparable to other
major texts, with the exceptions noted in the above regarding the inclusion of enhanced
history, research, and the comparative perspectives. Undergraduates, we hope, will find it
informative and enlivening. Graduate students might use it as an introduction, overview, and
backdrop for other more topically specialized books or articles. Discussion questions appear
at the end of each chapter and might be used by both types of students to spur thought about,
and critique of, corrections.

¢ Structure of the Book

The structure of the book is much like that found in other textbooks on corrections. We
begin with an overview of corrections and some key concepts. We do include two chapters
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on history, though many textbooks have only one. We then follow the flow of the corrections
system, from sentencing, to jails, to probation, to prisons. We then stop and examine the
correctional experience for staff as we did the experience for inmates and probationers in the
preceding chapters. We finish the system description with a discussion of parole and reentry.
In the three chapters that follow, we address the reality for women, minorities, and juveniles
in corrections. We then focus attention on legal issues and correctional programming in
corrections. We end with a look to the future of corrections and what developments we might
expect in the coming years.

** Ancillaries

To enhance the use of this book, we have developed high-quality ancillaries for instructors
and students.

Instructor Teaching Site. A password-protected site, available at www.sagepub.com/
stohressentials, features resources that have been designed to help instructors plan and teach
their course. These resources include test banks, PowerPoint slides, lecture outlines, class
activities, links to SAGE journal articles, Web resources, video links, and figures and tables
from the text.

Student Study Site. A Web-based study site is available at www.sagepub.com/stohressen-
tials. This comprehensive site features Web quizzes, flashcards, video clips, links to SAGE
journal articles, Web resources, audio resources, section summaries, corrections state rank-
ings, and Department of Corrections websites for all 50 states.
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