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Preface

Ithough | have come to spend a good deal of my time in China,
A immersed in China-related activities and communicating about
China in the international media, | am not a China scholar. My doctor-
ate is in brain science; | am a corporate strategist; | work in investment
banking; | advise companies and countries; | write on diverse subjects;
and | produce and present Closer to Truth, a television series in the
United States on science and philosophy.

Whether through the benevolent vicissitudes of life, or the mysteri-
ous wisdom of fate, for over two decades | have been coming to Chi-
na—now more than 100 times—uvisiting over 25 provinces and 50 cit-
ies. For fifteen years | have been writing books and articles about China,
and producing television programs on China, all based on my firsthand
interviews, intimate discussions, and personal observations, especially
with Chinese leaders in all sectors. My scholarship has been experien-

tial and phenomenological as well as analytical and scientific.
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| have learned to appreciate the significance of Chinese political phi-
losophy, including the semiotics of slogans, such as President Hu Jin-
tao’s Scientific Outlook on Development (Kexue Fazhan Guan), and for-
mer President Jiang Zemin's “Three Represents” (San Ge Daibiao). Such
slogans can be deep probes of social context, economic conditions,
and political development, and, occasionally, signs of political conflict.
Such slogans can also reveal the dominant thinking of preeminent lead-
ership and direct real-world policies, driving the practical behaviors of
leaders and officials.

Foreigners, especially those who set opinions or make decisions
about China (in business or government), should understand the way of
thinking of China’s leaders and how they think, not only what they say
and what they do. For example, a senior leader was explaining a por-
tion of the leadership’s framework for the 5th Plenary of the 17th CPC
Congress (2010), and he did so by categorizing three kinds of “change”
as follows: things that have changed; things that have not changed; and
things that will never change:

Things that have changed: Reform and opening up; the dramatic
improvement in the standard of living of people’s lives; the increasing
personal and social freedoms in society; China’s international stance of
cooperation and engagement.

Things that have not changed: China is still in the “primary stage of
socialism” (still with a very low GDP per capita); China still has con-

flicts and contradictions, such as those between the legitimate demands
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of the people and the underdeveloped productive capacity of the coun-
try and those in different strata of society; China still belongs to the
developing world even though it has experienced enormous growth in
recent years, China still has a long way to go; even with all the myriad
crises in domestic and international affairs, China can continue to grow
for ten to twenty more years as hundreds of millions of rural people mi-
grate to cities and suburbs.

Things that will never change: China will continue to follow its own
model, walking the road of “Socialism with Chinese Characteristics.”
China will learn from other countries, but will never copy outright, the
political or economic systems of other countries; China will continue
to promote new ways of thinking as expressed by the well-known slo-
gans: “Seek truth from facts”; “Emancipate our minds”; and “Keep up
with the times.” Economic development will remain China’s primary
goal, because economic development is the engine that drives the
achievement of all other goals (even as vital, countervailing goals are
added—particularly inclusive development that must seek to rebalance
an imbalanced society, sustainable development, and environmental
protection—economic development will still predominate); China’s
continuing goals are national prosperity, social democracy, a civilized
country, and a harmonious society.

The common assumption in the West is that domestic China scholars
are not free. This is not correct, in that such a simplistic and anachronis-

tic charge does not recognize the great progress that has been made.
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Although there are indeed still pockets of unpleasant restrictions,
the off-limits areas have shrunk significantly, and over time continue to
shrink (although they do not shrink continuously at the same rate). What
is without controversy is that scholars in today’s China have vastly more
freedoms than their predecessors had four and five decades ago, includ-
iing freedoms to criticize aspects of government. We should appreciate
the great progress.

The common assumption in China is that many Western China
scholars, just like much of the Western media, are biased against China
and conspire against China. This is not correct. Scholars, like the media,
often focus more on what’s wrong than on what'’s right, deriving intel-
lectual satisfaction from finding faults and digging out problems. This
is the nature of scholars and critics, and society can benefit from it. It
is not easy or fun to learn from those who criticize you, but this is pre-
cisely what great societies do (or learn to do).

The problem with many foreign critics of China is often not so much
that what they state is wrong—the problems they pound are usually real
and present—but rather that they may give the impression that these
problems compose the whole of the picture of China, when in reality
these problems, the real and present problems, compose just part of the
picture.

Constructive critics of China, those who root for China’s success but
are concerned enough to point out China’s problems, are China’s best

friends and closest allies. Constructive critics of China, both domestic
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and foreign, should be praised and not scorned.

The essays contained in this book are the result of a great deal of
contemporary research, commentary, and intelligent speculation as to
how China’s rise can serve its people, be a catalyst for domestic and
international growth, and generate a prosperous and stable way of
life. The subject matter is one of great importance on the world stage,
whether at corporate board meetings or at private dinner parties. China
is a subject much on everyone’s mind.

Yet it is characteristic of human beings that we tend to fear those
things about which we know little. Telling the true story of China in all
its richness and complexity—the severe problems along with the re-
markable achievements, the current challenges along with the recent
triumphs—has become essential in order for global audiences to ap-
preciate China’s re-emergence as a central player in world economics,
politics and diplomacy. Western media, unfortunately, often warps the
real picture of China, and even truths that are not the whole truth can
be distortions. What we need to know—and what this book presents—
are the steps necessary to understand China in the years ahead.

China is a distinguished civilization and country and it has become a
responsible nation and power. | was proud to participate in the Shang-
hai Expo by creating, writing, and presenting China Central Television’s
(CCTV) series on Expo and the future of Shanghai, entitled, “Expo’s
Meaning, Shanghai’s Mission.” | would like to report publicly that in
producing this six-part CCTV series | had total editorial freedom. In fact,
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CCTV and | had only two points of minor disagreement. Such is the na-
ture of creative collaboration and all parties were very pleased with the
finished production. An abridged version of our Expo series was broad-
cast by Euronews, the largest television and new media news network
in Europe, Russia, Africa and the Middle East, reaching 330 million
households worldwide. Featured were my interviews of Shanghai Party
Secretary Yu Zhengsheng and former senior Chinese diplomat Wu Jian-
min.

There was great international interest in our CCTV Expo series be-
cause there is great hunger in the world for information about China.
Globally, people want to understand China. This heightens our responsi-
bility to make sure our information is accurate, even if our understand-

ings differ. Much depends on our work.

Robert Lawrence Kuhn

Oct. 1,2011
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China’s Political Reform:
The Road to Building a
“Civilized” Country

The construction of democracy is like opening a door: it can be ac-
complished either by pushing or pulling. In Western culture, the ten-
dency is to push, emphasizing the confrontation of different interests
and the philosophy of competition; while in Chinese culture the ten-
dency is to pull, stressing the coexistence and fusion of interests, and
advocating the philosophy of harmony to find out how problems can

be solved effectively.
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How China-Can Rise
Without Political Reform

‘ J( Je are hesitant to use the word “rise” to describe China’s rapid devel-

opment for fear of panicking other countries. But, according to a
Global Language Monitor report at the end of 2009, “China’s rise” was the
hottest global news phrase of the past ten years, even coming in higher than
9/11 and the war in Iraq.

In fact, China has been rising astonishingly fast: since 1979 its GDP has
increased eighteen-fold, making it now the second-largest economy in the
world. Measured in purchasing-power, it is believed that China was already
the world’s second-largest economy as far back as 1992. It overtook Ger-
many as the largest exporter in the world in 2009. In the past 30 years, over
US$800 billion has been invested in China, making it an important engine
for world economic growth. China contributed about half of global trade
and economic growth in 2009. Former U.S. Treasury Secretary Lawrence
Summers estimated that if the standard of living of Britain’s people doubled
during that country’s Industrial Revolution, the standard of living of the
Chinese people has already increased seven-fold in the course of China’s on-
going modernization process.

In May 2004 my article, “Political Reform: China Will Change in Its

Own Way” was published in the New York Times. In that article, I stressed
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that China’s rapid rise is attributable to its “lesser political reforms.” These
reforms include the repudiation of mass ideological campaigns based on the
doctrine of class struggle, so people can pursue their material lives and cul-
tural interests. In addition, all victims under political movements have been
rehabilitated, and their skills and talents have been saved for the benefit of
China. Moreover, across China’s vast countryside, the people’s communes
have been abolished, thus ending that rigid political, economic, and ad-
ministrative system. Village-level elections are forging ahead in the Chinese

countryside as a massive political experiment to introduce rudimentary de-
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