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To the men and women who preserve freedom,
making it possible for us to follow more trivial pursuits.

RMR
JDH
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Preface

If it is true that in teaching we learn, we have had the good fortune to do
quite a bit of both since the first edition of Delinquency in Society was published
in 1991. Its continued success is a reflection of what we learn from the com-
ments and suggestions of our students, our professional colleagues, and their
students around the country who read the book. We do enjoy hearing com-
pliments, but we pay very careful attention to the suggestions for improve-
ments. Such suggestions have resulted in a number of changes to the fifth
edition, which we have detailed below. One change is actually a return to our
commitment to a “child-centered approach” emphasized in earlier editions of
the book, but somehow lost in later editions. Our child-centered approach
suggests that juvenile delinquency represents the culmination of a process
that begins at conception and evolves through adolescence. We believe that
the vulnerable and unequal status of children in society, one which leads to
their oppression, determines the nature of their relations with others, and
hence, behaviors that come to be viewed as delinquency. It is the relation-
ships in which children find themselves that serve as the breeding ground for
juvenile delinquency. While this approach does not excuse the criminal be-
havior of children, we believe it helps to contextualize its origins and thus
may provide better understanding for the eventual reduction of delinquent
behavior.

The Fifth Edition

While this edition continues to provide a comprehensive theoretical frame-
work for understanding the evolving phenomenon of delinquency and soci-
ety’s response to the problem, it has been thoroughly updated to reflect the
most current trends and developments in delinquency, including discussions
of the history, institutional context, and societal reactions to delinquent be-
havior. Among the more significant changes found in this edition are the fol-
lowing:

» The chapters on drugs and delinquency and on youth violence have
been moved from the third section of the book on the social context of
delinquency up to the first section of the book on the nature and extent
of delinquency. This change places the discussion of serious delinquency
immediately following the more general discussion of measuring
delinquency.



Preface XV

The chapter on female delinquency has been substantially revised and
moved. The previous discussion on the nature and extent of female
delinquency has been placed in the section on sex and delinquency in
Chapter 2. The chapter now focuses largely on theories of female
delinquency and is appropriately located in the section of the book
dealing with theories of delinquency.

There is expanded discussion of the relationship of race and
delinquency throughout the book. For example, racial profiling is more
extensively discussed in Chapter 13, “Police and Delinquency,” and
racial disparities in court appearance, detention, adjudication,
disposition, and waiver are given extensive coverage in Chapter 14,
“The Juvenile Court.”

There is expanded discussion of chronic offenders in Chapter 2,
“Measuring Delinquency.”

With national concern over recent school shootings, Chapter 3, “Youth
Violence,” now has a greatly expanded discussion of the nature and
extent of school violence and approaches to prevention of school
violence.

The discussion of Agnew’s General Strain Theory and Gottfredson and
Hirschi’s General Theory of Crime has been expanded in Chapter 7.
Chapter 8, “Labeling, Critical, and Conflict Theories,” now contains a
discussion of Left Realism.

Chapter 10, “Family and Delinquency,” contains new discussions of
teen fathers, nonresident parents and failure to pay support, and
consequences of court-ordered visjtations on children.

New material on bullying has been added to Chapter 11, “Schools and
Delinquency,” as a result of growing sensitivity to the consequences of
bullying and its potential relationship to more serious forms of school
violence.

Chapter 13, “Police and Delinquency,” contains new material on racial
profiling and expanded discussion of police discretion. These initial
discretionary contacts between police and juveniles create significant
opportunities for determining whether a particular juvenile becomes
identified as a delinquent.

Chapter 14, “The Juvenile Court,” has been revised to provide more
extensive coverage of all the major court hearings juveniles face.
Although most states continue to hold juvenile court hearings out of the
public eye, it is critical that students understand this important process.
Each stage in the juvenile court process, from intake, detention, and
waiver hearings to adjudication and disposition hearings, produces
opportunities for diversion out of the system as well as for disparities in
treatment based on sex, race, age, and socioeconomic status.

New coverage of the process of deciding appropriate dispositions and
restorative justice has been added to Chapter 15, “Juvenile Corrections.”
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Overview of Contents

Learning Aids

Section One, “Nature and Extent of Juvenile Delinquency,” introduces stu-
dents to historical and contemporary perceptions of children and how their
misbehaviors have been defined as delinquent. It examines the major
sources of data on delinquency and problems with measuring the extent of
delinquency. Students are also given in-depth coverage of two of the most
critical areas of contemporary delinquency in the chapters on youth violence
and illegal drug use.

Section Two, “Causes of Delinquency,” provides students with an
easy-to-understand discussion of all the major theoretical approaches to ex-
plaining juvenile delinquency. Students will be able to examine early super-
natural, Classical, and Neoclassical theories; the substantial contributions of
biological and psychological theories; and the dominant sociological theories
ranging from social disorganization, strain, and social control to labeling,
conflict, and radical theories, as well as specialized explanations of female
delinquency.

Section Three, “The Social Context of Delinquency,” contextualizes
delinquency within three major social settings: the family, the school, and the
gang. Students will be introduced to provocative discussions dealing with the
relationship of family structure and process on delinquency, the nature of
delinquency within schools and how schools may contribute to the problem
of delinquency, and the extensive problems related to juvenile gangs.

Section Four, “The Juvenile Justice System,” examines the formal so-
cietal response to delinquency within the context of the police, the courts,
and corrections. Each chapter provides extensive, cutting-edge coverage of
procedures and issues critical in the juvenile justice system’s attempt to pre-
vent and control delinquency.

The fifth edition of Delinquency in Society contains many of the same out-
standing pedagogical features we introduced in previous editions, as well as
a number of significant new learning aids.

m Getting Connected. At the end of each chapter, Internet sites are
identified that will provide students with the most current information
available on various chapter topics. Each of these sites is now
accompanied by exercises students can use to guide their exploration of
the topic.

= Chapter Outlines. Each chapter begins with an easy-to-follow outline
of the major topics that will be discussed. These outlines immediately
alert students to the central issues of the chapter as well as to the order
in which they are presented.
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s Provocative Discussion Questions. Each chapter contains a wealth of
provocative discussion questions about important issues. The questions
are located in the margins next to the topics they explore further and
are designed to stimulate discussion in class and sharpen student critical
thinking.

m Critical Thinking Questions for Photographs. The wealth of new
photographs in the book are accompanied by intriguing questions or
extended narratives designed to encourage critical thinking.

s Theory In a Nutshell Asides. Many students have difficulty grasping
the differences among the various theories of behavior. To make
theories more manageable and understandable, each of the more
important theories discussed in Section 2 is presented in brief
encapsulated form in the chapter margins.

s Unique and Exciting Boxes. To make the text more relevant and
interesting for students, we have created three different thematic boxes
and inserted them where appropriate within the text:

s The Face of Delinquency A series of boxes discussing various
facets of delinquency personalize the story of delinquency and bring
into focus the different life situations of victims and offenders.

s Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Delinquency Thematic boxes
providing students with brief glimpses into the nature of delinquency in
other countries allow students to consider the similarities and differences
among nations.

s Delinquency Prevention A thematic box focusing on issues
related to the prevention, reduction, or control of delinquency. Some of
the programs discussed are well established and appear to most
criminologists to be effective in achieving their goals. Other programs
discussed hold great promise but are relatively new and untested.

s Key Terms and Glossary. Students are provided with succinct
definitions of commonly used terms and descriptions of important
concepts found in bold type throughout the text. For easy reference
when students are preparing for exams, each chapter’s key terms are
defined at the end of the chapter in addition to being included in the
Glossary.

s Legal Case Index. Each court case discussed in the chapters is
alphabetically listed with its most current citations and is accompanied
by a brief annotation of the case in the Legal Case Index, located at the
back of the book.

s Name and Subject Indexes. Separate name and subject indexes are
provided at the end of the book to help students in their search for
particular issues or concerns.
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Supplements

For the Student

» Making the Grade Student CD-ROM (prepared by Thomas McAninch of
Scott Community College)—a free electronic study guide packaged with
each new book that includes chapter self-tests with feedback indicating
why the student’s response is correct or incorrect, an Internet guide, and
much more.

For the Instructor

n Instructor’s Manual/Testbank (prepared by Beverly Quist of Mohawk
Valley Community College)—chapter outlines, key terms, overviews,
lecture notes, discussion questions, a complete testbank, and more.

w Computerized Testbank—easy-to-use computerized testing program for both
Windows and Macintosh computers.

w PowerPoint Slides—complete chapter-by-chapter slide shows featuring text,
tables, and illustrations.
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A Guided Tour of Delinquency in Society

apter 7

Cultural Deviance,
Strain, and Social
Control Theories

Foverty urges us to do and suffer anything that we may escape
trom 1, and %0 leads uy away from virtue.

}
|

Absolutely critical to any course in juvenile delinquency
is early, clear, comprehensive coverage of the major
theoretical approaches to explaining juvenile
delinquency.

Harais

and Fnednch Engels
il the ke ot fur

—_—
BOX 8-6 N
THEORY IN A
NUTSHELL

Yarl Marxand 5.
Friedrich

\This critical coverage is neatly encapsulated in Theory

in a Nutshell boxes throughout section 2 of the text,
making it easier for students to grasp the differences
between important theories and study for exams.
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apter 3

5 ; With national concern over recent school shootings
Violent Youth Crime = &%,

Chapter 3, “Youth Violence,” now has a greatly expanded
discussion of the nature and extent of school violence and
approaches to prevention of school violence.

Thorough
updates throughout reflect the most
current trends and developments in
delinquency.

14 this going to take long?
1 got someplace to go
A

BOX 10-2 FACE OF DELINQUENCY T
Court-Ordered Visitations

Chapter 13, “Police and Delinquency,” contains new
material on racial profiling and expanded discussion of
police discretion. These initial discretionary contacts
between the police and juveniles create significant
opportunities for determining whether a particular
juvenile becomes identified as a delinquent.

{
|

Chapter 10, “Family and Delinquency,” contains new
discussions of teen fathers, non-resident parents and
failure to pay support, and the consequences of court-
ordered visitations on children.

Revised Miranda Warning You have the right to remain silent.
You also have the right to swing first. However, If you choose
the right to swing first. any move you make can and will be
uned as an excuse to beat the shit out of you. You have the
#ight to have a doctar present. If you cannot afford & doctor,
one will be uppointed for you. Do you understand what I just
16ld you, you ashole!
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Easy-to-follow chapter-opening outlines of the major
topics that will be discussed immediately alert students to
the central issues of the chapter as well as the order in
which they are presented.

Illegal Drug Use and
Delinquency

The wealth of new photographs in the book are
accompanied by intriguing questions or extended
narratives designed to stimulate class discussion and
critical thinking.

“Everybody must get stoned.”
b Dylan

“Just say no
Nam Reapan

Each chapter also contains a wealth of provocative discussion
questions about important issues. The questions are located in
the margins next to the topics they explore further and are
designed to stimulate discussion in class and to sharpen
students’ critical-thinking skills.

Ihts trom accurring?

Female benrvior including dlln
concaptiuns of femiuinity, Does this 4
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The Face of Delinquency. A series of boxes discussing
various facets of delinquency or factors related to

= delinquency personalize the story of delinquency and
bring to focus the different life situations of victims and
offenders.

Unique,
exciting box program makes
material more relevant for
students.

{ BOX 4-2

Cultural Perspectives on Delinquency. Thematic
boxes providing students with brief glimpses into the
nature of delinquency in other countries and how the
problem is dealt with in other cultures allow students to
consider the similarities and differences among nations.

BOX 31 AC

Delinquency Prevention. A thematic box focusing on
issues related to the prevention, reduction, or control of
delinquency. Some of the programs discussed are well
established and appear to most criminologists to be
effective in achieving their goals. Other programs
discussed hold great promise but are relatively new and
untested.




