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To William Roscoe, of Liverpool
1753-1831

Those who live only for the world, and in the world, may be cast
down by the frowns of adversity; but a man like Roscoe is not to be
overcome by the reverses of fortune. They do but drive him in
upon the resources of his own mind; to the superior society of his
own thoughts; which the best of men are apt sometimes to neglect,
and to roam abroad in search of less worthy associates. He is
independent of the world around him. He lives with antiquity and
posterity, in the generous aspirings after future renown.

Washington Irving The Sketch Book
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