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Preface

Here’s a unique reference tool for everyone who uses
legal words and expressions. Arranged like a conventional
dictionary, this instant reference solves the difficult word
problems you face every working day. With the Legal
Word Finder at your fingertips, you will be able to:

Spell Any Legal Word Correctly You don’t want to
take chances with legal words, many of which are derived
from Latin, a language unfamiliar to most. You will be able
to spell correctly nearly 20,000 legal words quickly with the
aid of this volume.

Divide Any Legal Word Correctly Many legal words
contain several syllables and some phrases contain several
hyphens. With this master guide, you’ll be able to break and
correctly hyphenate the seemingly simple words that trip
up people regularly, and the long and complex words that
always require extra attention.

Pronounce Any Legal Word Correctly Every word in
this comprehensive volume is clearly marked for perfect
pronunciation. The system of markings leave no room for
€ITor.

Find the Special Help You Need in the Reference
Section In addition to the spelling, hyphenation and pro-
nunciation you’ll find in this volume, we have included a
special section that enables you to locate immediately the
information that most legal professionals need and use
daily. Until now, this information could only be found by
searching through many diffecrent volumes. This special
section includes forms of address, abbreviations, Latin
words and phrases, Courts of Record and Judicial Cir-
cuits, authentication of instruments, official reports and
how they are cited, and other practical reference data.
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6 Preface

Because this is a dictionary without definitions, you
can find the words you want in seconds—not the minutes
it often takes to find words in conventional legal diction-
aries. And when you find the word you are looking for, it’s
easy to read. On the average, there are about half the
number of words on each page as you might find in a con-
ventional dictionary. And each word is printed in a large
typeface that was specially selected for its high legibility.

How to Use the Legal Word Finder

The markings are easy to understand. A slash indi-
cates word division, and a word may be separated only
where a slash appears. For example, Ju'/ris/pru’/dence can
be broken at three different points. However, a word
should be broken at the most logical place whenever pos-
sible. Here, juris/prudence would be the most easily
understood break.

If a dot or a stress mark is not followed by a slash, do
not break the word at this point. These marks are aids to
pronunciation only. Also, a single letter should never be
separated from either the beginning or the end of a word.
For example, e'qual and su’o are spelled solidly, although
pronunciation indicates two syllables in each case.

Hyphenated words may be divided only after the hy-
phen. For example, daughter-/in-/law could be broken as
follows:

daughter- or daughter-in-

in-law law.

Because proper names should not be divided, they are
not included in this book. Heavy stress marks are used in
this book to indicate syllables receiving primary stress. The
lighter marks indicate secondary stress.

The Legal Word Finder is a complete, up-to-date, and
easy-to-use reference for legal secretaries, lawyers, law
students, paralegals and everyone who must write or speak
on the subject of the law.
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6 Preface
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