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Preface

Vascular surgery is an evolving specialty which has to embrace the current
developments in endovascular surgery while looking to future changes in
training that may encompass more of the ‘medical’ aspects of vascular dis-
ease. Nevertheless, open surgical techniques still play a large role in the
management of the vascular patient and will do so for some time to come.
The vascular surgeon needs to be a physician who can operate but who also
knows when to operate.

This book is designed to give detailed guidance on the work-up, peri-
operative management, and operative details for patients undergoing vas-
cular surgery. These details reflect the practice of the chapter authors; they
are not intended as the only possible approach, and, in many cases, there
are alternatives. The book includes both endovascular and open proce-
dures for each condition where they are available and gives advice on the
use of each. OPCS 4.7 (2014) codes are included for each procedure so
that they become familiar to the surgical team in an environment where an
accurate recording of activity is becoming essential.

The book is designed primarily for the training grade doctor to carry in
their pocket on the ward, in clinic, and in the operating theatre. It is designed
for quick reference and rapid reading and will help resolve uncertainties on
the ward and prepare the trainee for their role in theatre, whether as prime
operator or as assistant. It should also be helpful to F1 and F2 doctors
involved in the care of vascular patients by providing background on the
disease, details of ward management, and an idea of what happens in the-
atre. The trainee vascular anaesthetist will find useful detail of anaesthetic
management but also of what is going on at the other end of the table.
Similarly, trainee interventional radiologists, vascular nurses, and vascular
technologists will all find that a broader appreciation of vascular patient
management can be obtained from this book.
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