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Preface

[ have loved the study and teaching of criminal law since I took Criminal Law and Pro-
cedure at Northwestern University Law School in 1958. Iam proud to have the privi-
lege to write this sixth edition of my Criminal Law. To have my modest innovation to
the study of criminal law —the text/casebook —meet with such success is (to borrow a
word from my students’ lexicon) “awesome.”

Criminal Law, sixth edition, like its predecessors, stresses the general principles that
affect the whole of criminal law rather than the specific rules that define the crimes of
particular states and localities. Knowledge of the principles of criminal law is not a
mere intellectual exercise, although examining them has proven stimulating to hun-
dreds of thousands of students through five previous editions of Criminal Law. This
knowledge also provides the tools necessary to apply the general principles to the var-
ied and changing definitions of specific crimes. These general principles have re-
mained remarkably constant over time and space. Definitions of specific crimes, on
the other hand, differ among states and change over time. The continuing relevance
of the general principles of criminal law to new developments and jurisdictional dif-
ferences testifies both to the durability and to the utility of understanding the general
part of the criminal law. This is also practical knowledge, since the general principles
form the bases for both the elements of the specific crimes that prosecutors must prove
beyond a reasonable doubt and the defenses with which defendants can justify or ex-
cuse their guilt.

Criminal Law, sixth edition, rests on this solid foundation, but it cannot remain
static any more than the subject of criminal law can remain frozen in time. Studying
and teaching criminal law is a process of constant discovery. There is so much that I still
haven’t learned; so much of what I know that requires rethinking; so many existing
cases that I didn’t know about; and so many new cases that were decided since the last
edition. I feel deeply obligated to incorporate some of this discovery for the benefit of
both the teachers who use and the students who buy Criminal Law, sixth edition. But



