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PREFACE

The contents of this book are the presentations of a
Symposium on "Memory and Transfer of Information", held at
Gottingen, May 24-26, 1972 .

One of the main reasons for organizing this Symposium
was to stimulate interdisciplinary discussion between sci-
entists working in the field as a whole. Most of the pre-
vious meetings dealing with memory and transfer of infor-
mation have tended to be rather limited in scope. The pres-
ent Symposium covered a wide range of topics, including
neurophysiological, neuropharmacological, neurochemical,
behavioral and clinical aspects of Tearning and chemical
transfer of information, presented by specialists in these
areas.

The Proceedings of the meeting present a large number
of previously unpublished results, e.g., recent experiments
in neurophysiology and neurochemistry, new approaches to
chemical transfer of learned information, experiments using
synthetic scotophobin and drugs influencing learning and
behavior. The importance of interdisciplinary discussion
is perhaps most clearly emphasized by the advances in neuro-
chemical micromethods which are of particular interest to
scientists working on the chemical transfer of information.
Only such interdisciplinary collaboration between highly
specialized scientists guarantees further progress and
deeper insight into the complex, and until now little under-
stood, mechanisms of that most intricate of organs, the
brain.

Hans Peter ZIPPEL
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OPENING ADDRESS

On behalf of E. Merck I should 1ike to welcome you
most cordially to the Symposium "Memory and Transfer of
Information". I am very grateful that you were willing
to accept our invitation to participate in the discussion
on this highly interesting field of current research. My
special thanks are due to Dr. Zippel for his efforts and
the organisational work necessary to assemble this prom-
inent group of experts here today.

I need not remind you of the purpose and necessity of
a Symposium on Memory and Transfer of Information. We are
all aware that in recent years new neurobiological know-
ledge concerning input, processing and storage of infor-
mation in the central nervous system, has resulted in very
encouraging progress in this field. Thanks to neurophysiol-
ogy and especially to neurochemistry, the problem of memory
begins to show tangible contours for the first time.

I believe that during such a phase of scientific
evolution, personal contact within a small group of suc-
cessful investigators may be of decisive importance. These
days in Gottingen will not only enable you to learn more
about the Tatest research developments from other labora-
tories and clinics, but you will also have an opportunity
to discuss them among yourselves. I am very grateful in-
deed that our colleagues from Merck's Research Division
(Darmstadt, W. Germany), who have been interested in this
field for a number of years, are also able to participate.

xxiii



xxiv OPENING ADDRESS

I hope that this Symposium will be a success and,
in addition to an inventory of our knowledge, will prod-
uce new impetus and ideas for research. Most probably,
learning and learning ability will have a decisive effect
on the fate of our society and of humanity. Let us hope
that the prophecy of Bovet will be fulfilled:

“Je pense que nous pourrons donner & 1'humanité
dans Te futur prochain quelque chose pareil & un
elixir d'esprit ou aux pilules de mémoire".

Professor Dr. J. THESING
Vice President of Research
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