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FOREWORD

DuriNG the meetings, in 1921, of a Committee
for the Revision of the Curriculum in Secondary
Schools, the need was expressed for the inclusion in
the school course of a brief history of civilization.
The author of this book, who was a member of the
Committee, has tried to meet the need. To Mr.
Wells’s Outline of History he owes a great deal, as
every writer must who attempts to survey the life
of the peoples throughout the ages. The names of
some of the other books from which help has been
taken will be found in the Note on Books ; especial
acknowledgements are due to Professor Davis’s
masterly little book on Mediaeval Europe.

In a book of this description, dealing with move-
ments, tendencies, and influences, the precise dates
of the lives, reigns, or events referred to are of
secondary importance. Such dates have been
inserted in brackets in the following pages, not
that they may be committed to memory, but for
the convenience of the reader, that they may be
readily available if required.

J. S. H.
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The Beginnings of Hustory

The Making of the Earth. Countless ages ago the Sun, the
Earth, and all the planets, with their moons, formed
one huge mass of flaming gas. As it gradually cooled, this
mass of incandescent gas, which was revolving rapidly,
threw off fragments, which, gradually solidifying, became
the planets and their moons. Being very much smaller than
the parent-mass, these outlying members of the Solar System
(as the whole is called) cooled much more rapidly than the
Sun in the centre. Thus in time our Earth reached its present
state. It has a hot interior with a hard and cool surface ;
and it receives light and heat from the central mass (the Sun),
which is still intensely hot. At first, whilst the earth was
itself still very hot, all the water of the oceans was held in the
atmosphere in the form of vast clouds of steam ; but, as the
process of cooling went on, the steam was condensed in rain,
and thus the oceans were formed.?

The Beginmings of Life. It was probably on the shores of
these warm oceans that, after many ages, Life first appeared.
The manner of that appearance is still a complete mystery.
The first living matter was probably a soft, jelly-like substance,
without shell or bones, multiplying by means of subdivision.
Later on, at the bottom of the sea, there were developed from
this substance sea-weeds, shell-fish, crabs, worms, and at last
fishes. Of many of these early forms of life we have fairly

1 Some scientists now hold that the earth, together with the other
planets, was formed by the violent coming together of immense numbers
of cold meteorites (very small, wandering members of the Solar System,

which when they enter the earth’s atmosphere form what are called
“ shooting stars ’). The collisions of these meteorites caused great heat.
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accurate knowledge to-day; for when the shell-fish (for
instance) died, they left their hard shells embedded in the
mud on the sea-floor. Then, as the rivers washed sand and
silt down into the sea from the land, fresh layers of mud were
formed above the remains of the old shell-fish. This mud
was gradually hardened by the continually growing weight
above, till it became rock. Then, after many ages, either
some sudden earthquake, or slow changes in the distribution
of weight elsewhere on the earth’s crust, caused the mud-
formed rocks at the bottom of the sea to be heaved up, so as
to form part of the dry land, or even high mountain ranges.
In this position the rocks were cut away by rivers and rain :
and so in time the remains of the ancient shell-fish were
disclosed. In this way we can find in large numbers the shells
and bones of ancient creatures, embedded in the rocks. Such
remains are called  fossils ’.

It is probable that at least a thousand million years have
passed since, as the earth cooled, the first rocks were formed.
Of this vast length of time at least half passed before any
form of living creature was developed with parts hard enough
to be preserved as fossils in the rocks.

The Evolution of Life. It is now generally believed that
there has been one steady process of continuous development
leading from the first minute beginnings of life right up to
mankind. From time to time slight variations in the form
and shape of individual creatures have given those individuals
a better chance of defending themselves from their enemies,
of obtaining food, and of rearing their young. Weaker and
worse-equipped individuals on the other hand have tended to
be killed or starved, and have failed to leave offspring. Thus,
as a rule, the next generation has been chosen from the
stronger and better equipped members of the previous
generation ; and so steady progress has taken place. New
species of creatures may have come into existence either
through sudden and great variations (called ‘sports Wy or
through an accumulation of the slight variations mentioned



