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Public Affairs June 1,2006
Section

Tl

Chief Editor

Guangxi Normal University Press
15 Yucai Road

Guilin, Guangxi Province 541004

The Embassy of the United States of America to the People's Republic of China congratulates the Guangxi
Normal University Press on the publication of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)

collection of U.S. diplomatic correspondence from diplomatic and consular posts in China.

These documents are an important part of the official archival record of the United States relationship with
China. The documents include records relating to the first commercial voyages by American ships in the

eighteenth century, the growing relationship in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and the
Second World War.

Reading and examining these primary source records can allow each generation of historians and
researchers to gain a first-hand perspective of the relationship between our governments, societies, and

peoples.

By publishing this collection, the Guangxi Normal University Press makes these historic American
government documents available to the broad community of scholars and to other public audiences. The
Guangxi Normal University Press’s publication of these volumes is a welcome contribution, inviting

further scholarship on the relations between China and the United States.

Sincerely yours,

WW%

Donald M. Bishop
Minister-Counselor for
Press and Cultural Affairs

17 Guanghua Lu, Beijing 100800. People’s Republic of China: Tel/&8 i%:(010)6532-1161; Fax/f &:(010)6532—-2039
M it . www.usembassy-China. org. cn; F AR FAFE LR LR 17 5 100600
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Original Introduction of Microfilm

INTRODUCTION

.On the single roll of this microcopy is reproduced a volum
containing mainly despatches, with enclosures, addressed to the
Department of State from U.S. consular officials appointed to
serve at Antung, Manchuria, China, between March lh, 1904, and
May 25, 1906.

The despatches, with few exceptions, are arranged in chrono-
logical order. At the beginning of the roll are reproduced
selected pages from two State Department registers of correspond-
ence that constitute a register of despatches from Antung between
March 14, 1904, and May 25, 1906.

Intérspersed throughout the series are such documents as
occasional memoranda prepared by other State Department officials
and letters from private citizens of the United States.

On January 22, 1904, James W. Davidson was appointed as
consul at Antung. Because he was unable to assume the position
immediately, Fred D. Cloud, a student interpreter, was appointed
temporarily as a vice consul on February 4, 1904. Davidson re-
tired from the consular service on February 10, 1906, during a
return visit to the United States. On June 8, 1907, Charles J.
Arnell, the vice-consul general at Mukden, was ordered to assume
charge of consular affairs at Antung. On June 22, 1908, Fred D.
Cloud was appointed as consul.in anticipation of a consulate
being reestablished at Antung on July 1, 1908. The post oper-
ated as a consulate until it was closed on July 7, 1928.

Some of the subjects to which the despatches relate are re-
quests by Davidson for extensions of leave of absence, exporters
and exports of Chinese goods to the United States, a suggestion
for a suitable division between the Antung and Mukden consular
districts, and a report on a judicial decision on the proper’court
of appeals from Judgments of U.S. consular courts in Asia.

One despatch is a covering letter transmlttlng a quarterly
salary account and related papers. In accordance with depart-
mental policy adopted in 1870, most statistical enclosures were
removed from their covering letter and distributed among other
records of the Department of State.

The records repfoduced in this microcopy are part of the
records in the National Archives designated as Record Group 59,
General Records of the Department of State.

In the. same record group are several series of volumes con-
taining additional material on relations between China and the

ii



United States. There are microcopies available on despatches
from U.S. consular officials at Amoy, 1844-1906 (Microcopy 100);
Canton, 1790-1906 (Microcopy 101); Chefoo, 1863-1906 (Microcopy
102); Chinkiang, 1864-1902 (Microcopy 1035; Chungking , 1896-1906
(Microcopy 104); Foochow, 1849-1906 (Microcopy 105); Hangchow,
1904=6 (Microcopy 106); Hankow, 1861-1906 (Microcopy 107); Ho
Kong, 1844-1906 (Microcopy'lOBS; Macao, 1849-69 (Microcopy‘logﬁ,
Mukden, 1904-6 (T-105); Nanking, 1902-6 (Microcopy 110); New-
chwang, 1865-1906 (Microcopy 115); Ningpo, 1853-96 (Microcopy
111); Shanghai, 1847-1906 (Microcopy 112); Swatow, 1860-81 (Mi-
crocopy 113); Tamsui, 1898-1906 (Microcopy 117); and Tientsin,
1868-1906 (Microcopy llh) Complementary to the despatches are
1nstruct10ns to the consuls.

There are also copies of 1nstruct10ns from the Department
of State to U.S. Ministers to China, 1834-1906 (Rolls 38-43 of
Microcopy 77)i_notes to the Chinese Legation in the United States
from the Department, 1868-1906 (Rolls 13 and 14 of Microcopy 99);
despatches from U.S. Ministers to China to the Department, 1843—-
1906 (Microcopy 92); and notes from the Chinese Legation in-the
United States to the Department, 1868-1906 (Microcopy 98). Also
relating to matters concerning China are instructions to special
agents of the United States from the Department, 1852-86 (Ro11

154 of Microcopy 77). 2

The method of arranging the consular and diplomatic series
cited above was discontinued in 1906, when "the Department of |
State adopted the practiee of filing incoming and outgoing cor-
respondence, memoranda, and other documents by subject.

In Record Group 84, Records of the Foreign Service Posts of
the Department of State, in the National Archives, are records
originally kept at U.S. diplomatic and consular posts. Among
these are records of the U.S. Legation (later Embassy) in China,
1843-1945, of the consular post at Antung, 1904—28 and of most
other consular posts in China.

The records reproduced on this microcopy were prepared for
filming by Ralph E. Huss, who also wrote these introductory re-
marks and provided the other editorial material.
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