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Preface

With the ever-increasing number of volumes of conference pro-
ceedings, the criticism is often made that they are poorly organised
or edited, or that they appear on the market so long after the
meeting that the contents are out of date. These criticisms are
irreconcilable: the editing of a book necessarily causes months of
delay.

In the case of this particular meeting, a Satellite Symposium
of the 9th IUPHAR Congress in London, a decision was made to forego
any major editorial organisation in the hope that this would ex-
pedite publication within months of the meeting. The contents
should thus retain much of their freshness, originality and top-
icality. Besides, original papers are quite properly (though some-
times over-zealously) appraised for scientific methodology »nui
analysis, but there has to be some parallel medium for the publi-
cation of ideas and speculation which might never pass a journal
referee, and even for the publication of important negative or
contradictory data which many journals would place low on their
priority list for publication.

I sincerely hope that new thoughts or ideas may arise from a
reading of the present volume. Its publication, and the purpose of
the original Symposium, will then have been fulfilled.

London, 1984 T.W.Ss
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