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Forewords

The Rt. Hon. Mike Moore ONZ
Former Prime Minister of New Zealand

Former Director-General of the World Trade Organization

The European Union (EU) has been a great force for good. By utilizing the splendid
vision of statesmen after the war, this project is growing, moving eastwards, and
bringing with it advances in democracy, human rights, and more wealth creation. The
recent crisis was manageable because the core principles that now unite most of
Europe are durable,

Australia has been a leader in free trade both in Asia, the Pacific, and elsewhere.
From the World Trade Organization to the new Trans-Pacific Partnership, Australia has
been at the forefront.

New Zealand and Australia’s relationship with Europe has gone from a colony
that supplied raw materials and food to a more balanced and sophisticated trade and
political relationship with the EU.

All this is not without its complications. That is why publications such as this
monograph, Economic Relations between Australia and the European Union: Law and
Policy, by Prof. Gonzalo Villalta Puig are important to students, academics, legal
practitioners, and policy makers.

Mike Moore

Embassy of New Zealand to the United States of America
Washington DC
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Forewords

HE Mr Duncan Lewis AO DSC CSC
Ambassador of Australia to the European Union

Australia and the European Union (EU) enjoy a substantial and constructive bilateral
relationship built on a shared commitment to freedom and democratic values and a
like-minded approach to a broad range of international issues. In 2012, Australia and
the EU celebrated fifty years of formal diplomatic relations.

The Australia-EU Partnership Framework of October 2008 currently sets out the
direction of bilateral cooperation between Australia and the EU. Formal negotiations on
a treaty-level bilateral Framework Agreement between Australia and the EU began in
October 2011 and are continuing. This agreement, once concluded, will further
underpin the strong and comprehensive relationship between Australia and the EU.

In the economic sphere, Australia and the EU work together, including in the
G20, to promote international prosperity. The trade and investment relationship
between Australia and the EU is broad-based and underpinned by deep and long-
standing people-to-people links. On many trade issues, Australia and the EU are
like-minded. We share a common commitment to the rules-based international trading
system, centred on the World Trade Organization.

The twenty-eight Member States of the EU, as a bloc, constitute one of Australia’s
largest trade and investment partners. Access to the EU market is generally open,
although Australia continues to encourage the EU to improve market access in the
important area of agriculture. The EU was, in 2012, Australia’s second largest two-way
trading partner for goods and services, while Australia was the EU’s 12th largest
merchandise export destination. The Member States of the EU continue to constitute
Australia’s largest source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and the EU is, in turn, the
second largest destination for Australian FDI.

Prof. Gonzalo Villalta Puig is to be commended for his work in examining the
many legal and other considerations that inform the regulation of economic relations
between Australia and the EU. While the findings and conclusions of the book are
rightfully those of the author, the preceding paragraphs should demonstrate clearly the
importance of the Australia~EU relationship, and serve as encouragement to those who
might contemplate further contributions to analysis and inquiry in this area.

Duncan Lewis

Embassy of Australia to Belgium and Luxembourg
Mission of Australia to the European Union and North Atlantic Treaty Organization
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Forewords

HE Mr Sem Fabrizi
Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Union to Australia

Relations between Australia and the European Union (EU) are strong and forward
looking. Looking at the numbers, we see that two-way goods and services trade
between us valued at over AUD 80 billion representing about 14 per cent of Australia’s
total trade. The EU is also Australia’s largest source of foreign investment, with stocks
worth nearly AUD 650 billion at the end of 2012. We estimate that this investment
creates around 500,000 jobs directly and 1.4 million, directly and indirectly.

This is a mutually beneficial relationship. As Australia’s second largest source of
goods imports, the EU supplies the capital goods that Australia needs for its infrastruc-
tures. And the EU is Australia’s largest partner for trade in services. Services —
professional, technical and other business services - are the key sector in a knowledge
economy.

The recent revisions to the Mutual Recognition Agreement over conformity
assessment procedures and the Wine Agreement (Australia is the EU’s largest source of
wine imports and the EU is Australia’s largest destination of wine exports) are proof of
a joint commitment to promote trade as an engine for economic growth. Bilateral
relations are complemented by an increasing common multilateral agenda in the World
Trade Organization and, at a plurilateral level, with the prospect of a Trade in Services
Agreement and in the G20.

But our relationship is about more than trade and investment because Australia
and the EU, as like-minded partners, share an increasing political and practical
partnership across the board, on foreign and security policy, environment, and
sustainable development, just to name a few. The current negotiations on a Framework
Agreement will make our partnership stronger, more comprehensive and effective.

While it is not the scope of this foreword to comment or take sides on the
conclusions of the book, I commend Prof. Gonzalo Villalta Puig for providing a critique
of the legal systems that regulate economic relations between Australia and the EU,
contributing to the current policy debate on how to improve the trade and investment
relationship.

Sem Fabrizi

Delegation of the European Union to Australia
Canberra
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