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. prefacem

Science Popularization Report of China
2008 is the seventh edition of the science
popularization report organized, studied and
compiled by the Research Institute for Sci-
ence Popularization, which gives a descrip-
tion to the situation of the science popular-
ization work in the year of 2007. The Engli-
sh edition is an abridged version of the Chi-
nese original.

Since starting the study and compila-
tion of China’s first science popularization
report “China Science Popularization Re-
port 2002” in 2001, this task group has car-
ried out all round study and sustained track-
ing on the situation of China’s science
popularization, kept the record of the major
science popularization activities and the
development of science popularization in
various fields through “China Science Popu-
larization Report”, and made some qualita-
tive and quantitative analysis and comparison.

To recollect the course of China’s sci-
ence popularization in the past eight years,
it can be told that China’s science popular-
ization undertaking has been situating in the

stage of the rapid socio-economic, scien-
tific and technological development of the
country. The economic development has laid
a solid foundation for the development of
science popularization undertaking, the sci-
ence and technology progress has become
the inexhaustible source of science populari-
zation, and the all round social development
of China has brought about an important
opportunity for the development of science
popularization undertaking. In the meantime,
China’s science popularization has been ever
more merging with international scientific and
technological communication, and the influ-
ence of the accomplishments and experi-
ences of China’s science popularization has
gradually expanded in the world scientific
and technological communication communi-
ty. It can be said that “science populariza-
tion is rejuvenating in times of prosperity.”

In 2007, some new characteristics ap-
peared in China’s science popularization
undertaking: the “national science popular-
ization capacity” construction was put onto
an important position in national scientific



and technological development and public
service of science and technology. The gov-
ernment departments had issued a series of
science popularization policies, and the
construction of science popularization reso-
urces, the prosperity of science populariza-
tion creation and the construction of the ran-
ks of science popularization, etc., had been
attached with unprecedented attention. It
means that the science popularization ser-
vice as public facility of the country will be
further improved, and the ordinary public of
China will have the access to more conve-
nient science and technology service with
higher quality.

The value of China science populariza-
tion report as a research document lies in

its objective record and analysis of the cir-
cumstances of the development in China’s
science popularization field annually, and its
correct refinement of the features of the an-
nual science popularization work. The com-
pilers of the science popularization report
come from different departments, organiza-
tions and institutions, but all of them ad-
here to the common principle of scientific
strictness and seeking truth from facts. We
will continue to compile and publish the an-
nual science popularization report and its
English version. We wish to carry out exten-
sive exchange with the researchers and
practitioners of various countries on science
communication.

Task Group on China’s Science Popularization Report

December 16, 2008
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PART ON

SUMMARY ===

To Strengthen the Construction of Na-
tional Science Popularization Capacity,
to Promote the Development of Sci-
ence Popularlzatlon Undertaklng
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China has all along attached great im-
portance to the popularization of science
and technology. Since the reform and open-
ing up, the State has successively promul-
gated “Several Opinions Regarding the
Strengthening of Science and Technology
Popularization Work”, “The Law of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China on Popularization of
Science and Technology” (to be referred to
as Science Popularization Law hereinafter),
and formulated “Outline of the National
Scheme for Scientific Literacy (2006-2010-
2020) ” (to be referred to as The Outline for
Scientific Literacy hereinafter). In “The Law
of the People’s Republic of China on Sci-
ence and Technology Progress” (to be re-
ferred to as Science and Technology
Progress Law hereinafter) and “The Outline
of the National Program for Long-and-me-
dium-term Science and Technology Devel-
opment (2006- 2020)” (to be referred to as
the Outline of Long-and-medium-term Sci-
ence and Technology Development hereinaf-
ter), the popularization of science and tech-

T R S R

nology has been taken as the important
content of scientific and technological de-
velopment in China. All these have greatly
promoted the development of China’s sci-
ence popularization undertaking.

On January 17 of 2007, eight Govern-
ment departments, including the Ministry of
Science and Technology, the Department
of Propaganda of the Central Committee of
CPC, the National Development and Reform
Commission, the Ministry of Education, the
Commission of Science and Technology for
National Defense Industry, the Ministry of
Finance, China Association for Science and
Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
jointly promulgated “Several Opinions Re-
garding the Strengthening of the Construc-
tion of National Science Popularization Ca-
pacity” (to be referred to as Opinions on Sci-
ence Popularization Capacity Construction
hereinafter), which takes the strengthening
of the construction of the national science
popularization capacity as strategic mission
of major importance in strengthening the

Rl
o
o
2
5=
=
=
B
L
)
(o
b
=
4]



o AT AR PR

&= SCIENCE POPULARIZATION REPORT OF CHINA 2008(CONCISE EDITION

construction of an innovation-oriented nation,
and lays out the chief missions of strength-
ening the construction of national science
popularization capacity during the period of
the 11th Five-Year Plan.

Strengthening the Construc-
tion of National Science Popular-
ization Capacity Is the Driving For-
ce for the Development of Science
Popularization Undertaking

The popularization of science and tech-
nology is a public benefit undertaking, and
a long term mission, while the national sci-
ence popularization capacity is the foun-
dation of the development of science popu-
larization undertaking, and the assurance
for the sound development of the science
popularization undertaking, which is able
to provide powerful driving force and sup-
port for the development of science popu-
larization undertaking. It has become a
pressing mission for strengthening the con-
struction of the national science popular-
ization capacity.

1. Science Popularization Undertak-
ing Has Been Included in the Overall
Planning of National Economic and So-
cial Development

In 2002, China promulgated “Science
Popularization Law”, which marked that
China’s science popularization work was
coming to a new stage of legalization, nor-

=

malization and socialization. It was explic-
itly set forth in the “Science Popularization
Law” that “the popularization of science is a
public benefit undertaking, and the develop-
ment of science popularization undertaking
is a long term mission of the nation”.

The Outline for Scientific Literacy pro-
mulgated in 2006 made further specific lay-
out for the development of China’s science
popularization undertaking, and laid out the
planning for the development of science
popularization during the period of the 11th
Five-Year Plan.

The “Science and Technology Progress
Law” newly revised in 2007 had clarified the
positioning of science popularization under-
taking from legalist angle: “The State will
develop the science and technology popu-
larization undertaking, to popularize the
knowledge of science and technology and
enhance the scientific and cultural literacy
of all citizens.”

The “Science Popularization Law” and
the “Outline for Scientific Literacy”, as well
as the “Science and Technology Progress
Law” had provide the norms, from the legal
and State tenets, in respect to the nature,
contents, organizational management, so-
cial responsibilities, and measures of assur-
ance, etc., of science popularization. They
had also provided a unified layout and plan-
ning to intensify the resource mobilization
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capability and the overall coordination and
socialization of the science popularization
undertaking, as well as laid stress on the
establishment of a sound operational mecha-
nism. All these have played an extremely
important role in mobilizing the social forces
and integrating the social resources to form
a pronounced situation of making the whole
society be able to jointly participate, to give
support and to carry out science popula-
rization.

Above all, the science popularization
undertaking has been included in the over-
all planning of the national economic and
social development, as well as in the work-
ing agenda of the Party and the State. An
institutional system of the leadership and
organizational management system of sci-
ence popularization has been established,
with the State Council and the local Party
and administrations at various levels as the
leadership and the relevant administrative
departments, the relevant social undertak-
ings and the relevant people’s organizations
such as the association of science and
technology at various levels as the main
body. A new working system has been
formed under the closely coordination,
broad unification and broad collaboration
between the Party, the Government, the
people’s organizations and the scientific
and technological units. It marks that

=

China’s science popularization undertaking
has come to a new historic stage of Gover-
nment’s promotion and the whole people’s
participation.

2. The National Science Popular-
ization Capacity Construction Is the Driv-
ing Force of the Development of Science
Popularization Undertaking

The national science popularization
capacity indicates to the comprehensive
strength of a country in providing the pub-
lic with science popularization products and
services. It mainly includes the science
popularization creations, science and tech-
nology communication channels, science
education systems, social organizational
networks of science popularization work,
the ranks of science popularization talents,
as well as the government’s macro-man-
agement over science popularization work,
etc..

“Opinions on Science Popularization
Capacity Construction” stresses on:

The capacity in mobilizing the social re-
sources of science popularization, the integra-
tion of the advantages of the government de-
partments, various social undertakings, vari-
ous social organizations and enterprises, to
promote the collaboration between the scien-
tific community, educational community and
the mass media;

To lay emphasis on the structuring of a
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platform for innovation and sharing of science
popularization resources;

To pay concern to the establishment of a
long term effect mechanism of rural science
popularization and urban community science
popularization;

To encourage the development of the op-
erational cultural industry of science populari-
zation, in order to prosper the popular science
creation and enhance China’s creative capa-
bility in popular science works;

To strengthen the public science and tech-
nology communication system and the con-
struction of the infrastructure of science popu-
larization, in order to build up broader science
and technology communication channels;

To improve the secondary and primary
school science education system, in order to
upgrade the science education level;

To improve the communication mecha-
nism between the government and the society,
in order to promote public understanding of
science and public participation in scientific
and technological decision making;

To strengthen demonstration and guiding,
to further enhance the social mobilization ca-
pability of science popularization work;

To combine the efforts of both professional
and part time workers, to build up a ranks of
high quality science popularization talents.

In the “Opinions on Science Popular-
ization Capacity Construction”, the concept

=

of the socialization of science populariza-
tion undertakings is embodied everywhere.
It stresses much more on the construction
of various management and working sys-
tems, in order to ensure the formation of a
sound operational mechanism, to enable the
sound development of the sustaina-bility of the
science popularization under-takings.

Above all, the construction of the na-
tional science popularization capacity is pro-
ceeding from the development of the science
popularization undertakings, paying concern
to the system construction, laying empha-
sis on the promotion of the reform of institu-
tional system and mechanism of the sci-
ence popularization undertakings, on the
strengthening of the sustainable develop-
ment capability of the science populariza-
tion undertakings, stressing on the enhance-
ment of the quality of the science and tech-
nology popularization work and the estab-
lishment of a long term effect operational
mechanism, and all these are focusing on
the establishment of a sound mechanism
for the development of China’s science popu-
larization undertaking.

To Implement the “Outline for
Scientific Literacy” in A Deep Go-
ing Way, to Strengthen the Con-
struction of the National Science
Popularization Capacity, and to
Seize the Right Momentum to Bring
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Forward the Science Populariza-
tion Undertakings in 2007

In 2007, under the promotion of the
“Outline for Scientific Literacy” and “Opin-
ions on Science Popularization Capacity
Construction”, distinct advance had been
obtained in various aspects of national sci-
ence popularization capacity, either from the
formulation of science popularization poli-
cies down to the input of science popular-
ization funds, or from the mobilization of
social resources of science popularization
down to the construction of science popu-
larization infrastructure.

1. Policies at Various Tenets Pro-
mulgated Successively to Build up a
Sound Social Environment for the De-
velopment of Science Popularization
undertakings

In 2007, the relevant Government de-
partments formulated and promulgated a
series of policies from various tenets and
angles, with the contents covering the co-
nstruction of science popularization capa-
city, science popularization planning, sci-
ence popularization activities and science
popularization awarding and commenda-
tion, etc.. It can be seen from these poli-
cies that the State is laying special em-
phasis on the strengthening of the construc-
tion of science popularization capacity, the
increase of the intensity on rural science

popularization, and paying special atten-
tion to science popularization on how to
meet emergency, and in the meantime, it
also reflected that science popularization
has gradually merged into works in various
trades and professions.

(1) The Promulgation of “Opinions on
Science Popularization Capacity Construc-
tion”, to Ensure the Development of Science
Popularization Undertakings

“Opinions on Science Popularization
Capacity Construction” jointly promulgated
by the eight Government departments was
the most important special science popu-
larization policy promulgated by the Gov-
ernment in 2007. It was the first time that
the Government explicitly demanded to
strengthen the construction of science po-
pularization capacity in the form of a spe-
cial document. It is not difficult to see that
China has raised the strengthening of na-
tional science popularization capacity onto
a strategic height. Also, each of various de-
partments has promulgated policy mea-
sures in respect to science and technol-
ogy communication, the construction of the
science popularization organizational ran-
ks, the construction of science populariza-
tion infrastructure, as well as science popu-
larization awarding, etc., to promote the
construction of the science popularization
capacity and the assurance of the sound
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development of science popularization
undertakings.

(2) To Strengthen the Rural Science
Popularization, to Promote the Construction
of the New Socialist Countryside

It was put forward in the 2007 No. 1
Document of the Central Committee of CPC
and the State Council “Several Opinions on
the Central Committee of CPC and the State
Council Regarding Actively Developing Mod-
ern Agriculture and Firmly Advancing the
Construction of the New Socialist Country-
side” that it is necessary “to enlarge the
scale of the new type farmers’ training
projects and the program of benefiting the
farmers and rejuvenating the countryside
through science popularization”. It is fully
demonstrated how the State is paying at-
tention to the strengthening of rural science
popularization that “benefiting the farmers
and rejuvenating the countryside through sci-
ence popularization” as a special program
is explicitly written in the No. 1 Document
of the Central Committee of CPC and the
State Council.

In addition, targeting at the rural science
popularization and the construction of the
new socialist countryside, various depart-
ments have promulgated a large number of
documents. Among them, “The Outline of the
Farmers’ Scientific Literacy Education”, as
one of the guiding policy documents on the

o

farmers’ scientific literacy education during
a considerable longer period of time in the
future, has made detailed policy stipulations
on the farmers’ scientific literacy education,
and put forward a normalized rural scientific
and technological training system.

(3) To Pay Attention to Science Popu-
larization for Meeting Emergency, to Pay
Concern to Public’s Safety and Health

In recent years, the State has gradu-
ally strengthened the education on disas-
ter prevention and alleviation and the sci-
ence popularization work for how to cope
with the explosive public accidents. “The
Law of the People’s Republic of China on
Emergency Response” adopted on August
30, 2007 was the first time for the State to
normalize the tackling of explosive acci-
dents in legislative form, which has provided
the science popularization on explosive
accidents with a legal basis. The govern-
ments at various levels have issued corre-
sponding documents to strengthen the pub-
licity and education in respect to emer-
gency response, while various departments
have also formulated a series of measures
on the response to explosive accidents in
respect to natural disaster, hygiene, dis-
eases and food safety, to popularize the
related scientific knowledge, to enhance
the public’s consciousness on disaster pre-
vention and alleviation, and to strengthen
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