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PREFACE

This book is designed to provide the beginner in Persian with
sufficient reading matter for an intensive course to qualify him
for attacking successfully the ordinary newspaper and magazine:
it will also give him exercise in formal speechmaking and in-
formal conversation, so that with the aid of some phonetics he
will be able to understand what is said over the wireless or at
public meetings.

The lack of a suitable reading-book has hitherto been a serious
handicap for the teacher and learner alike of this language.
Modern methods of language-learning are designed to bring the
beginner into contact with correct and idiomatic speech at the
earliest possible stage of his studies; and the present volume has
been planned to fit in with this practice. With the assistance of a
primer of Persian—the grammar of the language, as distinct
from its literary form, is simple—the learner should experience
little difficulty in making his way through these selections. Notes
are provided in order to explain constructions and literary and
other references. The vocabulary will enable the reader to dis-
pense with a dictionary; though of course he will need a lexicon
in order to read other texts.

In addition to its main object of language-teaching, this volume
aims at presenting a fairly general picture of life and thought in
modern Persia. The selections have accordingly been chosen with
some care, so as to make the picture as complete and as varied
as the limited space available will permit. The Persian literary
language has passed through a significant development during
the last thirty years. Contact with European thought, and the
rise of popular journalism, have combined to affect both the
vocabulary and the style of the written idiom. This period of
evolution is by no means at an end, though by now a sufficient
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degree of stabilisation has been reached to enable us to study this
phenomenon with some detachment. The passages chosen repre-
sent almost exclusively what has been written during the last
decade, and therefore illustrate a well-defined stage of the
language.

Our picture of Persia is made up of two main elements: politics
and culture. These subjects dominate the consciousness and mono-
polise the conversation of most educated Persians, and it is
therefore clearly desirable that strangers going to the country for
the first time should have an adequate grounding in both subjects.
In these pages the reader will find what Persians themselves have
thought and written on many themes regarded by them as of
vital importance.

Politically Persia has of late, as throughout her long history,
passed through phases of chronic instability and unrest. Taking
foreign affairs first, the scene is dominated by an acute feeling of
inequality to stand up to the rough and tumble of relations with
far more powerful European states, and a sense of having been
exploited by certain of those states. Xenophobia is therefore
always latent, and often manifests itself, but more with bitterness
than violence: for the Persians are a people moderate in action,
morbid in thought. The ex-Shah as a part of his general policy of
intense nationalism gave powerful encouragement to this barren
emotion. The past greatness of Persia sits heavily upon the
quickened national consciousness, adding further poignancy to
the prevailing sense of impotence, though also acting as a spur
to regeneration and resurgence. In internal politics the country
appears to suffer from a dearth of trained and responsible states-
men, and those few leaders who courageously carry on the con-
duct of affairs bear an intolerable burden on their shoulders.
Servile compliance with the will and whim of the ruler was for
many years the sole path to political advancement, and under
such circumstances administration and executive alike inevitably
lose the initiative and resilience indispensable to good and settled
government. The task of Persia’s new rulers is not made any
more easy by the enthusiasm with which every minor politician—
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and the terms Persian and politician are almost synonymous—
welcomes the new-found liberty of speech to indulge in an orgy
of destructive criticism.

If religion may be considered a branch of culture, then in this
regard also modern Persian culture is in a state of chronic dis-
order. The former regime in emulation of Kemalist Turkey tried
to break the centuries’-old domination of the Mullahs, and to
shake off the shackles of an intense conservatism and an all-too-
teady tendency towards fatalistic resignation. The religious were
unrobed; women were unveiled; processions and pilgrimages
were discouraged; shrines were disendowed. Already contact
with western thought, and especially western materialism and
unbelief, had shaken the fabric of traditional faith: now a tyrant
jealous of his powers sought to destroy it entirely. The events of
1941 put an end for the time being to this drift away from religion,
and the pendulum has since swung in the contrary direction; but
it yet remains to be seen what the final outcome will be in this
conflict between spirit and matter.

The reader of these passages will not fail to be arrested by the
great and justifiable pride which the Persians take in their literary
and artistic heritage. In this pride they are wholly happy, for they
know that here they possess an imperishable treasure to whose
beauty and value Europe pays ample homage. At the same time
modern Persian literature and art labour under the handicap of
having inherited a vehicle perfect of its kind, but inadequate to
convey the increasingly complex burden of twentieth-century
thought. In the new tendencies now apparent in literature
European influences are powerfully at work, mainly French, but
now to an increasing extent Russian. But the task of recreating
the national literature has in reality scarcely begun. Having
regard to the age-old genius of the Persian people for clothing
subtle and beautiful thought in rich and harmonious language,
it is impossible not to speculate with eager anticipation on the
future developments of Persian literature. The next twenty years
may show the directions this renascence is to take.

APR B
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VOCABULARY

[Brackets () indicate (1) the imperative-root of a verb, where
this is irregular, (2) the singular of a noun, where this takes an
Arabic broken plural. “In comp.” indicates a verbal form used
as the second element in a compound word.]

watet ol
prosperity &bl
reservoir oluT
blue @T
fire i
gun yla2st
fire-temple oS T
flaming cpst
coming, future a7

—

relics, literary works, ( jl) B
works

—t

brick sculpting sl
last AT
last, final O AT
preacher &gl
manners, ritual (sl) laT
Adam gl
man !

son of man
adorning (in comp.)
quiet, rest
peace

calm, quietness
army

desire

desirous

to rest

elbow

free

freely

freedom

tormenting, oppressing (in )

comp.)
test

greedy
easy, simple

e€ase
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5l

ST
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2 VOCABULARY

quiet, tranquillity ohald
sleeve el
sky, heaven Olesl
celestial Sl
water-mill Selpenl
to drink Odnlil
manifest Ll
familiar, friend ksl
nest obal
beginning el
breast, embrace ooeel
calamity, plague sl
sun ]
to create (&A1) Ox il
creation 2% Al
sir, gentleman, honorific 4]
family, house Al
instruments, machines (<JT) VT
instrument el
Germany, German our
German Sur
to dirty, defile SO
target CLJ
preparedness Soul

prepared, available
hopes

to come (T) Ol
to learn, teach  (jgal) ¢fsgal
study, learning Dol
to mix (al) el
mixed with (in comp.) !
that or
there >3]
that which, whatever il
that ay]
then KT
Antwerp Ryl
then <ol _,ST
so much aagil
voice, sound, song 3l
singer Olgsoylsl
oh, alas 'C_’T
to bring, carry OT) O3ysT
to hang up (3.97) = ol
iron el
song Kal
interrogative particle "]
future odT
custom, rite, law ot
mirror asT
beginning elazl
calamity e
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ever, (with neg.) never Tl
invention, creation C‘J.j‘
cloud A
manifesting 3yl
importunity eyl
Abraham o Iyl
silk ﬁ 2l
ewer Gyl
tools Hixl
perpetuation &l
announcement, informing C}\; |
fool abs!
sons (&) el
buildings (k) 4!
verses (ew) wll
agreement, event sl
trace, consequence, relic 1
permission oylal
gathering CL:;.I
social =l
effort, judgment VN
operating el ol
parts (e32) elya!
summary Jlal
kinds, sexes () bl

fair sex, ladies

aih) lal

caution, abstention Sl A=l
respect plAsl
pomp plical
hoarding HKal
possibility Jlezal
need Cl.;.a.l
precaution blzal
feeling, perception olaal
reckoning elbasl
fool Gl
states, conditions (Jl) Jls=!
revival elal
star el
invention C\ e
brevity, succinctness  ;lLaxl
speciality Plazs|
mixture Lyl
variation, variance |
choice, disposal ylesd
sincerity PN |
morals, character GAa|
moral AN
moral values c.';l:.i‘)\sJ
recently ] Bs
performance, discharge elsl



4 VOCABULARY

administration, department o) 5|
culture w3l

men of lettets (e=2!) el

literary <!
literature ul; 3l
perception Alysl
claim ele3l
periods (133),135!
scholar Y

passion, wish, will «31yl ¢esl)l

partisan Lol
four anyy
connection byl
committing Sf5S51
reference Cl:. 5\
valuable Lzl
value !
cheap ol
bestowing RUTL
judas-tree Olsyl
crimson, purple alssy!
speckled rﬁ\
pillars (U.S/) ) 06!
present Oliyy!
spirits ( C’)) C‘ 9y!

Europe gyl
clever, learned oyl
from, than 5!
serpent 51
foundation ol
fundamentally Ll
fundamental gl
horse ol
means, causes () Sl
master Sl

O bl =0kl
mastery, skill ©stwl
stay gyl
tyranny Slazal
gold brocade e
exception el
bone Ol gl
skeleton S0 gl
request eleal
ease, rest ol Rl
recovery Sho_Ral
means, ability s lazal
qualification Sl
abdication e ezl
use Jleszal
use, profit oslal
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independence Izl
succour Sl
transcription il“::...l
firm 3lazl
Isaac gl
secrets (:..,,) 5yl
banknote LSl
Islam P
armament-making () laxl.l
model Sl
name r..l
names (f“|) vt
Ishmael Jonc!
prisoner el
reference oLzl
error ol
camel il
fame 5 le=s!
ardour, anxiety alzsl
trees () ylbesl
persons (ga%es) Pbedl
nobles (w2 ,s) Ayl
poems () 5l
occupation Jual
difficulty J&d

things () el
technical language :}Un..,p\
original Je!
at all N 5\¢|
reform :}k.d
original !
principles (o) Jse!
genuine J=o!
addition PH Y
additional gLl
confusion ol ks

1 ks
bl
sides, parts, around (;_JJL) bl

of necessity

room

children (Jab) Jubl
notice, knowledge £ LI
silk oAb
assurance Oleabl
showing, declaration, ylb!

credit, pretence, reputa-
tion

belief slaze!
attention ezl
ages (as) yhas!
members (sae) elasl

greater, greatest

Jic|
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descendants (ie) Slael
notification phel
Majesty G ezl
more general, alike ;,cl
depths (3F) awl
deeds (J<) d«l
nobles (u\;) olsl
more el
strangers (A2) Hkel

to fall, happen, cease to  (yals!
have

opening Cl::é\
pride, boasting Bl
individuals (2,8) »1!
excess, exaggeration bi 3l
Africa G, !
increasing (incomp.) (33! ¢ 15l
tale, legend ALl
romancer sl
romantic s Ll
scattering sl
acts (J=s) Jlasl
thoughts () L85!
to throw, drop Y
good fortune Just
economic & >hasl

requirement

elasl

measure, effort, advance rl.&.ﬂ

confession

equals

less
clime, region
peoples

greater

L1l

(&5) O
Jl

£

(£ ploi!
A

satisfaction, contentment LS|

most
majority
borders
now

if
although

otherwise

of course
attention
supplementary
alif, a

words

God
inspiration
divine

Elijah

A5

< 5
(ST) Gksl
ey

A

5

3

Gl

il

(hady LW
el

tlel!

ugJ\

oWl



but, now
sign

Imam
Imamate
honesty
emperor
people, nation
proverbs
peers, likes
order, affair
princes
to-day
nowadays
America
American
this year
to-night
signature
bowels
possibility
smooth
peoples
waves
affairs

hope
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Gl

oyl

rL.l

bl
<sbl
2851l
5ol

(J&) Jwl
(Jet) Je
ol

() el
BETSY

cj}f;‘

5!
35!
Jlas!
-
el
(ebas) bl
O

ool
(et) ¢!
(@) o
(1) 45!
ol

hopeful IFE™
men rb’|
to heap up (W) el
selection el
interview s9 1
ascription ol
publication, circulation izl
expectation, waiting Uz
criticism slast
critical ©sas)
to throw, cast  (I&l) A1)
throwing (in comp.) Bty
amount, extent BIEY
counsel Kl
little BEY

to hoard, acquire (jsil) crs gl

grief o3l o9l
thought PeARY|
man oLl
familiarity ol
composition Ll
justice Slail
justly, indeed Glasl
departure S aail
making to speak Gl

detachment

CLL.ESI
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denial 481
rough draft o &l
finger 2551

i

England, English

English sl
to rouse (K1) K|
varieties ( Cy) C\ Iy
he, she, it sl
latter days (),.T) =1l
optimist U T
alas Uie!
conditions ( Ca}) CL&)|
times (cds) ol
first Js!
in the first place §j|
first o3l ¢ Jd3!
saints (;13) eLJsl
groundless fears (ra 3) plas
population (J»!) d!
people Je!
importance V::M
drinking-cup 'Clg |
days (ps2) ¢ Gl
necessitating o=l
causing szl

epitome, brevity yll
delivery syl
Iran, Persia Olyt
Iranian, Persian gyl
Persianism ity
to stand R
station K|
they oLl
fulfilment el
would to God! e
faith Ol
secure el
this ol
here ey |
behold, now ae
verandah, balcony Olgs!
Job ol

&

by, with, at (insep. prep.) <

with [0
chapter, account ol
on account of el
West b

to play, gamble (L) ;b



wind

wine

time, burden, fruit
regard

well then

to rain

subtle

again, still, back
bazaar, market
inspector
commercial

playing, acting
ancient

inward, within
garden

gardener
remaining, rest
remaining

wing

up, upwards, above
finally

voluntarily

Baltic

naturally

VOCABULARY

sk
o.)lg

o;:L-YLg
o.)‘)ytg
a4l

et

relatively

balloon

to take pride, boast
pillow

roof

bank

it is necessary

to be necessary (kL) rwal

floral design
child, infant
enquiry, research
luck

giving (in comp.)
to give

in particular
miserliness

bad, evil
evil-minded
unfortunately
misfortune
irreligion
evil-doing
suspicious

body

bodily

beginning

=
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to begin with, originally T

wickedness Sh
elegant as
substitute Bk

self-evident I
on, over, beside, memory >
equal, opposite, level with |,

brother

SR
for, because of sly
notable, salient Ly
enjoying J3ysiy,
to come up against O3y y
some, a few S
to raise, remove, take (faldy
to carry, bear O3y
investigation 203,
farmer 365
SNOwW Uy
blessings oky
leaf Cy >
programme by
showing 392
strong Aagy

Qs n=09y
lamb oy
proof Oy

together

innocent

Britain

great

mighty

greatness, old age
feast-making
enough, sufficient
many

to bind, tie, close
much, many

man

human

mankind
plate, dish
then
afterwards
some
hatred

survival, continuance

greengrocer
bundle
remainder
virgin

without

3]
3
Ly
&),
)53
S5

Sjlep,



