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Death of Winston Churchill.
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1966
(Ire.) Lemass resigns; Jack Lynch, Taoiseach; wage and price controls;
England wins World Cup.

Basil Bunting, Briggflatts; Austin Clarke, Mnemosyne Lay in Dust; Roy
Fisher, The Ship’s Orchestra; Seamus Heaney, Death of a Naturalist

1967
Sexual Offenses Act (repealing laws against homosexuality in
Britain).

Death of Patrick Kavanagh; death of John Masefield; Cecil Day
Lewis becomes Poet Laureate; Eavan Boland, New Territory; Andrew
Crozier, Loved Litter of Time Spent; Veronica Forrest-Thomson, Identikit;
Thom Gunn, Touch; Ted Hughes, Wodwo; Tom Raworth, The Relation
Ship; John Riley, Ancient and Modern; Rosemary Tonks, Iliad of Broken
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1968

Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia; students and workers riot in Paris;
Race Relations Act; Enoch Powell’s “rivers of blood” speech against
immigration.

Geoffrey Hill, King Log; Derek Mahon, Night-Crossing; Thomas
Kinsella, Nightwalker and Other Poems; Edwin Morgan, The Second Life;
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Douglas Dunn, Terry Street; Seamus Heaney, Door into the Dark;
Thomas Kinsella, The Tdin; Michael Longley, No Continuing City; J. H.
Prynne, The White Stones; Charles Tomlinson, Way of a World

1970

(UK) Election of Conservative government: Edward Heath, Prime
Minister; dock strike, state of emergency declared; British Petroleum
announces North Sea oil discovery; Tonga becomes independent.
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1971

Currency reform: decimalization of British and Irish pound; beginning
of detentions without trial in Northern Ireland; Commons votes to join
EEC; Qatar independent.
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Feinstein, The Magic Apple Trees; Veronica Forrest-Thomson, Language
Games; Geoffrey Hill, Mercian Hymns; J. H. Prynne, Brass
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“Bloody Sunday,” thirteen killed by British troops in Northern
Ireland; British Embassy in Dublin burned; Parliament of Northern
Ireland suspended; pound sterling allowed to float on open market;
miners’ strike.

Death of Cecil Day Lewis; John Betjeman becomes Poet Laureate;
Donald Davie, The Shires; Seamus Heaney, Wintering Out; Thomas
Kinsella, Butcher’s Dozen; Notes from the Land of the Dead and Other
Poems; Derek Mahon, Lives; John Montague, The Rough Field; R. S.
Thomas, H'm

1973

(Ire.) Fine Gael government: Liam Cosgrave, Prime Minister; Britain
and Ireland enter EEC; World oil crisis; IRA bombing campaign
begins; Sunningdale Agreement for power-sharing in Northern
Ireland (collapses 1974); beginning of coal miners’ strike; Bahamas
independent.
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