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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
National Portrait Gallery, London.

The Man who Created
Sherlock Holmes:

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

% herlock Holmes and Dr John Watson are two of the most
Q famous and best loved characters in all of literature. But Arthur
Conan Doyle, their creator, was just as fascinating ! as his creations.

Arthur Conan Doyle was born on 22 May 1859 in Edinburgh,
Scotland. His father was a timid and impractical 2 civil servant and
when Arthur was still a young man his father had to go to live in a

mental hospital because he was an alcoholic and epileptic. 3

1. fascinating : A ©
2. impractical : ANY]FEFRI ©
3. epileptic : JWWIE B o




His mother, on the other hand,
was a strong, proud woman
who came from a distinguished !
military family. She filled
Arthur with ideas of honour
and chivalry 2 — two ideas that
are present in all his writings
and actions.

In 1876 Arthur began his
medical studies at Edinburgh
University. Because he had
very little money, Arthur
worked for a doctor called
Joseph Bell. Joseph Bell
amazed 3 his students because
he could guess the jobs and
lifestyle of his patients by

Mary Doyle.
Conan Doyle’s mother in 1891.
The Richard Lancelyn Green Collection.

simply observing them carefully. Joseph Bell was Arthur’s principal 4

model for Sherlock Holmes.

In 1880 Arthur accepted a job as ship’s doctor on an arctic

whaler. 5 During the seven-month voyage of this ship Arthur had

many exciting adventures: he saw the killing of Greenland seals ©

and whales and he himself almost drowned in icy arctic waters.

distinguished : Ay o
chivalry : B RS ph o
amazed : i (JEN) AT e
principal : M ©
whaler : i A o

6. seals: .&‘




After this Arthur finished his medical studies and started a

practice ! in Southsea, England in 1882, but it was not a success.

Beeton’s Christmas Annual (1887)
containing A Study in Scarlet.

The Richard Lancelyn Green Collection.

Very few patients came, so
Arthur had time to write. One
of the books he wrote was a
novel called A Study in Scarlet.
This was the first Sherlock
Holmes story.

To make money, Arthur sent a
short story about Holmes to a
popular monthly magazine
called the Strand. Holmes soon
became a big success. The
Strand immediately asked
Arthur for more stories about
Sherlock Holmes, but from the
beginning he had a strange
relationship with his famous
creation: 2 he did not think his
stories about Sherlock Holmes

were serious and artistic

enough. He wanted to write serious historic novels. So, from the

beginning, Arthur planned the death of Sherlock Holmes. When

Arthur told his mother about his plans to eliminate 3 Sherlock

1. practice : (HE4b4R) 2hr e
2. creation : B4 o
3. eliminate : 44 ©
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Holmes forever she wrote to him, ‘You won’t! You can’t! You
mustn’t!”” But in 1893 Arthur wrote a story called The Final Problem
in which Holmes dies.

,‘ . The reaction of readers was
425;@&135\55__;%21@%3% immediate.! The Strand lost
“HI 20,000 readers, and people

%TRAN ]) ~ wrote thousands of letters to
Vo i . i . . .
MAGAZINE Doyle begging 2 him to bring
: Holmes back to life. Many
people even insulted 3 him. One
woman wrote these eloquent 4
words to Arthur: ‘You Brute.’
Finally, in 1901 Arthur wrote
a serialised Sherlock Holmes
novel 5 called The Hound of
A CONAN DOYLE the Baskervilles; the Strand’s
' circulation 6 increased by thirty

The magazine Strand (1927) featuring thousand copies. From then

a new Sherlock Holmes story. on Holmes appeared in the

The Stanley MacKenzie Collection. Strand until 1927, just three
years before Arthur’s death.

But Arthur’s life was not just Sherlock Holmes. He was very

active in public affairs. Arthur spoke in favour of a Channel

immediate : SLHI ©

begging : (% &

insulted : fii 5% o

eloquent : HERRI o

serialised ... novel : ZE#/NJE ©
circulation : RATHE ©

e g ke W N =
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Tunnel, steel helmets! for
soldiers and inflatable life
jackets 2 for sailors. He also
used his real Holmesian3
analytic 4 skills to solve
crimes and to defend
people who were unjustly
accused of crimes (see,

Arthur Defends the

The photograph of Frances Griffiths Underdog page 110).

and the fairies (1917), which Conan
Doyle believed was real.

Arthur also became an
The Richard Lancelyn Green Collection. important advocate? of
spiritualism. Spiritualism
is the belief that it is possible to communicate with the spirits of
the dead. Arthur also believed in the existence of fairies, and he
said that some photographs of a little girl with fairies were real.
He even wrote a book in 1922 called The Coming of the Fairies.
Of course, Arthur, the creator of the most logical man in the
world, Sherlock Holmes, was greatly ridiculed ¢ for these beliefs,
but Arthur did not seem to care. As always, he stuck to 7 his

beliefs with honour and with pleasant good humour.

1. steel helmets : %

2. inflatable life jackets : @ @

3. Holmesian : ffi /K BESTRLAY o
4. analytic : ZMHTHY -

5. advocate : " #H
6
7

. ridiculed : W} 5% o
. stuck to : "B HF o
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Arthur died in Crowborough, Sussex, England on 7 July 1930,
one of the most famous and best loved men of his day.

The Sherlock Holmes Books

The Sherlock Holmes stories were first published in the Strand
magazine. The dates below say when these stories were first
published as books.

A Study in Scarlet (1890) This is the first
Holmes novel and it appeared
in a magazine called Beeton’s

Christmas Annual

The Sign of the Four (1890) a novel

The Adventures of (1892) Both The Blue

Sherlock Holmes Carbuncle and A Case of
Identity appeared in this
collection

The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1894) The Yellow Face
appeared in this volume.

The Return of Sherlock Holmes (1905) a collection of stories
The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902) a novel

The Valley of Fear (1915) a novel
His Last Bow (1917) a collection of stories

The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes (1927) a collection of stories

13




Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (v) A; if it is incorrect, tick (v') B.

A B
1 Conan Doyle’s two most famous creations are
Sherlock Holmes and Dr John Watson. (][]
2 Conan Doyle’s father was a banker. (][]
Conan Doyle’s father was the model for
Sherlock Holmes. (][]

4 Conan Doyle wanted to kill Sherlock Holmes

because he did not think that his stories were

serious and artistic enough. (][]
5 When Conan Doyle published The Hound

of the Baskervilles the Strand’s circulation

increased by fifty thousand copies. ][]

6 Spiritualism is the belief that you can solve

any crime. (][]

INTERNET PROJECT

Sherlock Holmes is one of the world’'s most famous detectives.
People all over the world go to London to visit his museum at 221b
Baker Street. We can visit it too without having to go to London!

You can find it on the Internet and even have a virtual tour of Sherlock
Holmes' study.

Write a short report about your visit to the museum including the
following things:

» How the building became a museum.

P Describe Holmes’ study: the furniture, style, colours and objects.

» What is on the second and third floors.

14



The original Sherlock Holmes

Arthur Conan Doyle was a doctor. Arthur himself described
Sherlock Holmes as ‘a scientific detective’. Sherlock Holmes’
methods are very similar to the methods of a doctor. His
‘detecting’ work is like the ‘diagnosing’! work of a doctor.
The ‘clues’ of the crime are like the ‘symptoms’ 2 of a disease.
In fact, Arthur’s model for Sherlock Holmes was a doctor
called Joseph Bell.

Below is an example of a conversation between Dr Joseph
Bell - the original Sherlock Holmes — and one of his patients.

a. Dr Bell - Well, my man you've served in the army.
Patient — Aye, sir. (‘Aye’ means ‘Yes’ in Scotland and
various parts of northern England.)

b. Dr Bell — And you have left the army recently?

Patient — Yes, sir.

c. Dr Bell - And you belonged to a Highland regiment?
(A Scottish regiment — ‘the Highlands’ are the
mountainous region of northern and western
Scotland.)

Patient — Aye, sir.

d. Dr Bell - And you were an officer?
Patient — Aye, sir.
e. Dr Bell - And you were stationed 3 at Barbados? (The

easternmost island of the West Indies.)
Patient — Aye, sir.

1. diagnosing : IZW (W) °
2. symptoms : SEAR o
3. stationed : E4L ©




