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preface

vents of the past few years remind us of the great

impact of crime, law, and justice on the American

public. People are now becoming famous public
figures because they are involved in bizarre and well-
publicized crimes. How many people had heard of Susan
Smith, John and Lorena Bobbitt, and the Menendez broth-
ers before they were involved in serious crimes? And, of
course, the already famous—Mike Tyson and O.]. Simp-
son—became even more so when they became criminal
defendants in showcase trials. The public is now being
treated to the spectacle of not only “celebrity” defendants
but also judges, prosecutors and defense attorneys, and
even witnesses who become media darlings: When the
name “Kato” is mentioned, no one today asks “Kato
who?” The media seem incapable of ever losing interest in
serial murderers and drug lords, sex criminals and
swindlers, with the tragic bombing in Oklahoma City
showing that violent crime can be totally unexpected and
devastating, taking the lives of innocent children and
adults without warning.

It is not surprising the many Americans are more con-
cerned about crime than almost any other social problem.
Most of us are worried about becoming the victims of vio-
lent crime, having our houses broken into or our cars
stolen. We read stories telling us that many kids bring guns
to school and that American adolescents are more violent
today than ever before. We are shocked when a mentally
deranged inmate beats serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer to death
in a maximum-security Wisconsin prison. We alter our
behavior to limit the risk of victimization and question
whether legal punishment alone can control criminal
offenders. We watch movies that glorify violence and
whose “action heroes” routinely dispense vigilante justice
without concern for the consequences.

Yet crime is not simply a media creation. The govern-
ment tells us that Americans experience more than 40 mil-
lion criminal acts each year, that a large portion of the
teenage population drinks and takes drugs, and that almost
all of us will one day become a crime victim. So while the
media may fan the flames of public fear there is actually
much to be afraid of!

It should be expected, then, considering the immediacy
of the crime problem, the attention it gets in the media, and
its focus as a political issue, that interest in criminal justice
is at an all-time high. People are demanding greater police

protection, more efficient court processes, and more effec-
tive correctional treatment facilities. To meet this demand,
colleges and universities are today graduating an increasing
number of criminal justice majors who seek employment in
the justice system, and who are being educated to improve
its operations and increase its effectiveness.

Because the study of criminal justice is so important and
dynamic, we have produced a comprehensive textbook
called Introduction to Criminal Justice. Now in its seventh
edition, our text has been updated to reflect the structural
and procedural changes that have taken place in the crimi-
nal justice system during the past few years. It includes crit-
ical legal cases; research studies, and policy initiatives that
help define criminal justice in the United States; it also
describes some important elements of crime and justice in
other nations. Introduction to Criminal Justice provides a
groundwork for the study of criminal justice by analyzing
and describing the agencies of justice and the procedures
they use to identify and treat criminal offenders. It covers
what most experts believe are the critical issues in criminal
justice and analyzes their impact on the justice system. It
focuses on critical policy issues in the criminal justice sys-
tem, including shock incarceration, community policing,
alternative sentencing, gun control, the war on drugs, and
the death penalty.

Our primary goals in writing this edition are as follows:

1. To provide students with a solid basis of knowledge
about the criminal justice system.

2. To be as up to date as possible.
3. To be objective and unbiased.

4. To be informative and complete while still retaining
an interesting and engaging style.

ORGANIZATION OF THE TEXT

Part One gives the student a basic introduction to crime,
law, and justice. The first chapter covers the problem of
crime in America, agencies of justice, the formal justice
process, and introduces students to the concept of the infor-
mal justice system, which involves discretion, deal making,
and plea bargains. There is also material on career oppor-
tunities in criminal justice to give students some idea of the
career choices available. Chapter 2 discusses the nature,
extent, and causes of crime and victimization: How is crime

XIX



measured? Where and when does it occur? Who commits
crime? Who are its victims? What social factors influence
the crime rate? Chapter 3 addresses the issue of crime cau-
sation. Why do people commit crime? Is it a biological, psy-
chological, or social phenomenon or a little of all three?
Chapter 4 provides a discussion of the criminal law and its
relationship to criminal justice. It covers the legal definition
of crime, the defenses to crime including the insanity
defense, and issues in procedural law. Finally, Chapter 5
discusses the major perspectives on justice and how they
affect efforts to control drugs and violence.

Part Two provides an overview of the law enforcement
field. Four chapters cover the history and development of
police agencies, the functions of police in modern society,
issues in policing, and the police and the rule of law. There
is an emphasis on community policing and community
crime prevention, private security, and other current issues.
Among the topics covered are the history and organization
of the police, private security, new technological develop-
ments, women and monorities in policing, police violence
and corruption.

Part Three is devoted to the adjudication process, from
pretrial indictment to the sentencing of criminal offenders.
Chapter 10 focuses on the organization of the court system,
including the role of the judge, while Chapter 11 discusses
the role of the prosecuting attorney and defense counsel.
Chapter 12 deals with pretrial procedures, including bail
and plea bargaining; while Chapter 13 covers the criminal
trial, and Chapter 14 covers criminal sentencing. Topics
included in Part Three involve bail reform, court organiza-
tion, sentencing policy, capital punishment, indigent
defense systems, attorney competence, preventive deten-
tion, the jury trial, courtroom work groups, and extralegal
factors in sentencing.

Part Four focuses on the correctional system, including
probation and the intermediate sanctions of house arrest,
intensive supervision, and electronic monitoring. The tradi-
tional correctional system of jails, prisons, community-
based corrections, and parole are also discussed at length.
Such issues as the prison and jail overcrowding crisis, house
arrest, and parole effectiveness are discussed.

Part Five focuses on juvenile justice and discusses its
organization and process. Some of the more important
issues examined include sentencing of juvenile offenders
and the death penalty for children.

Great care has been taken to organize the text to reflect
the structure and process of justice. Each chapter attempts
to be comprehensive, self-contained and orderly.

LEARNING TooOLS

The text contains the following features designed to help
students learn and comprehend the material:

XX

1. Analyzing Criminal Justice. Every chapter contains
boxed inserts on intriguing issues concerning criminal
justice policy or processes. Within the boxed inserts
are critical thinking sections that help students con-
ceptualize problems of concern to the criminal justice
system. For example, in Chapter 3 an Analyzing
Criminal Justice Issues feature covers the integrated
theories of crime, another in Chapter 8 discusses law-
suits against the police, and in Chapter 14 the “three
strikes and you’re out” laws are discussed in detail.

2. Law in Review. Major Supreme Court cases that
influence and control the justice system are evaluated
in some detail. For example, there is discussion of
United States v. Salerno on preventive detention and
United States v. Ross on automobile searches. These
boxed inserts present the facts of the case, the ruling
and the legal basis for it, and how the case has influ-
enced criminal justice policy.

3. Criminal Justice and the Media. Inter-chapter fea-
tures that focus on a film or TV show such as The
Client or Law and Order to show how the media rep-
resent the criminal justice system. How accurate is the
media’s depiction of the criminal justice system? Does
the media present a distorted picture of the justice
system, which misleads the public and creates expec-
tations that cannot be met in “real life”?

4. The book contains more than 200 tables, charts, and
photos that dramatize the events of the criminal jus-
tice system and help students visualize its processes.
The text is in full color so that the many photos and
graphics can be as effective as possible.

WHAT’S NEw IN THis EDITION?

A major new feature in the seventh edition is called Crimi-
nal Justice and the Media. These inserts describe how
police, courts, corrections, and crime are treated in the
movies and on TV and how fictional depictions depart
from reality. In addition, each chapter has been extensively
updated. Some of the newest material includes:

1. Chapter 1 now contains more material on occupa-
tions and salaries in criminal justice as well as an
analysis of the “craft of justice,” the concept that
the day to day operations of the criminal process are
influenced by the political and social interactions of
police and court personnel.

2. Chapter 2 has been updated with material on crime
trends, including the recent upswing in internation-
al crime rates.

3. Chapter 3 now includes material on integrated crim-
inological theories.



4.

10.

11,

12.

13.

Chapter 4 has been extensively updated with mate-
rial on “unusual” criminal defenses including the
battered wife syndrome, posttraumatic stress disor-
der, and black rage defense. There is a new Law in
Review feature on Jacobson v. U.S. on the entrap-
ment defense. The federal Crime Bill of 1994 is
reviewed in detail. The new “centrist” Supreme
Court is analyzed in light of the recent appointments
of Breyer, Thomas, and Ginzburg.

. Chapter 5 has expanded coverage on the debate

over drug legalization. It also covers recent material
published by James Q. Wilson on what to do about
crime.

. Chapter six has new material on rural policing as

well as updated information on DNA testing and
other “21st century” technologies.

Chapter 7 has expanded coverage on undercover
policing, community policing, and the Kansas City
gun control experiment.

Chapter 9 has an analysis of Minnesota v. Dicker-
son, which allows police to seize evidence they dis-
cover during a “stop and frisk.” There are two new
Analyzing Criminal Justice Issues features, one on
the effect of the Miranda decision on police behav-
ior over the past thirty years and another on the
efforts of the federal government to curtail the
exclusionary rule.

Chapter 10 has new sections on specialized drug
and gun courts.

Chapter 11 has new and expanded sections on local
prosecutors. It also now covers priority prosecu-
tions that emphasize domestic violence, environ-
mental crimes, and health fraud cases.

Chapter 13 has been thoroughly reworked. It has
new information on high-profile criminal cases
including the O.]. Simpson case. It also reviews the
cases of J.E.B. v. Alabama, which bars discrimina-
tion in jury selection on the basis of gender, and U.S.
v. Mezzanatto, which deals with statements made
during plea negotiations.

Chapter 14 has a new Analyzing Criminal Justice
Issues feature on the “three strikes and you’re out
law.”

Chapter 16 reviews shock incarceration for female
offenders as well as development of new “super
maxi” prisons that hold the nations most dangerous
offenders.
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