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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

The second edition of International Law appeared in print only three years after the first
edition and so changes were, by and large, incremental. This third edition appears four
years on from then, and some seven years since the first edition. As a result, the time has
come for a degree of change as well as for more general updating.

The aims and objectives, and the basic approach to their realization, are set out in the
Editor’s Introduction and remain unaltered. All chapters have been thoroughly updated
to reflect the many developments in international law which have taken place over the
last four years. The chief structural alteration is the addition of a new chapter by Spencer
Zifcak on the newly emerging concept of ‘the responsibility to protect’, or the ‘R2P’, which
is considered within the context of State responsibility rather than of the use of force (as
is so often the case) since it is, perhaps, best seen as a means of broadening of the scope
of international obligations than merely as a vehicle for intervention. Another structural
change is the removal of the opening series of reflections on international law—a regret-
table necessity given the need to prevent the book expanding too much in size. It is a fact
of editorial life that revisions to chapters tends to make them longer rather than shorter,
as new material supplements rather than supplants the old. I am therefore very grateful
to all the contributors for updating and developing their chapters in ways which are both
concise and comprehensive—and, of course, comprehensible!

A final development is the inclusion of entirely new chapters on a number of topics—by
Matthew Craven on the Statehood, Self-determination, and Recognition, by Robert Cryer
on International Criminal Law, and by David Turns on International Humanitarian Law
(all topics which have come under close scrutiny and undergone significant development
in recent times). In addition, Chris Staker has joined Vaughan Lowe in exploring and
expounding the central issue of jurisdiction. I am immensely grateful to them all for their
willingness to ‘join the team’. Another ‘new member of the team’ is Jennifer Courage of
OUP who has been tireless in ensuring that the text was submitted more or less on time and
in keeping us all in order. Her work—along with that of all her colleagues at the Press—has
been essential to the successful production of this edition.

It remains for me to hope that this new edition finds favour with its readers and con-
tinues to provide a means of furthering the education and understanding of students,
scholars, and practitioners of international law.

Malcolm D Evans
April 2010



FROM THE EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION
TO THE FIRST EDITION

International law is a rich and varied subject, bearing upon most of the great issues facing
individuals and communities. This work aims to capture something of that breadth and
diversity by drawing on the knowledge and experience of a broad range of contributors
who are intimately engaged in its teaching and practice. It is designed to present the
essential elements of the international legal system in a clear and accessible fashion, but
seeks to go further, addressing a number of key questions which challenge many of the
assumptions upon which the international legal system is founded. It also seeks to provide
a succinct introduction to a range of topics that are subject to increasingly detailed inter-
national regulation.

Parts [-VI consider the key building blocks of the subject whilst Part VII provides a ser-
ies of introductory overviews of particular areas of contemporary interest. The structure,
coverage, and level of the book are intended to reflect the requirements of undergraduate
courses in public international law, although it will also be of use on general courses at the
masters’ levels as well as being of interest to academics and practitioners.

Although structured to form a coherent presentation of international law, each chapter
can be read as a self-contained unit, balancing exposition with argument and reflecting
the distinct perspective of its author(s). No attempt has been made to harmonize the views
expressed or to produce a single ‘voice’. Even if this had been possible, it would have been
undesirable. As any teacher—as any lawyer—knows, opinions are best formed through
exposure to competing argument. The chapters in this volume combine to address inter-
national law from a variety of perspectives: rather than one voice there is a range of voices
and a range of opinions. It is to be hoped that this will be a source of stimulation, since
the work as a whole aims to be more than just a compendium of knowledge. It aims to be
a resource of value to all those interested in probing and testing the international legal
enterprise.
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