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Text A-1

New words and expressions
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What Is a Family?

Introduction

In this essay, the author tells us the meaning of the family in more than one sense, and then
explains what a nuclear family is and what a extended family is. In the end, the relationship

between family and marriage is offered.

Text

The concept of family is difficult to define. Part of the difficulty is that in everyday
language, the term family is used to describe a number of relationships. These range from
the biological, nuclear family of mother, father, and brothers or sisters, to the more extended
family which includes several generations of blood relatives or relatives through marriage, to

close and intimate friends, even to humankind.
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The wide difference in everyday usage is less obvious in formal definitions, but even
here there is a lack of consensus. Formal definitions do not always fit informal definitions.
The U.S. Bureau of the Census™, which collects information used by social scientists,
defines family as a group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage, or adoption and
living together in a household. A household is made up of all persons who occupy a housing
unit, that is, a house, an apartment, or other group of rooms, or a single room that constitutes
separate living places. This definition considers the family in terms of only its structure and
legal status, not the qualities of the relationship or its functions or activities. The Census
Bureau thus would accept as a family two legally related people who hated each other and
were just living together for their mutual economic advantage.

Many social scientists often distinguish between the family of origin and the family of
procreation. Most of us are members of two families: the family of origin, into which we are
born and of which we are always considered a member, even if we leave it, and the family
of procreation, which we join as adults for the purpose of procreation and rearing children.
Some social scientists also distinguish marriage from family and see the two as independent
of one another. They argue that the family can exist regardless of whether the couple is
married. They see marriage as a public ceremony which joins together two kinship groups
and in so doing lays out some important rights over children, domestic authority, and usual
matters. Marriage is also the ritual through which children are made legitimate in the eyes
of the parents and the society. Marriage therefore is a social ceremony, whereas family need
not be,

(371 words)

Note:
the U.S. Bureau of the Census: ZE A OF#&/E, REEBE FRHN— R, RFEAORET/E,

Exercises

A. Decide on the best choice to answer the question or complete the sentence
according to the passage.
1. This essay mainly deals with
A. the definition of the concept of family
B. the difference between family and marriage
C. the difference between the nuclear family and the extended family

D. the difference between the family of origin and the family of procreation
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2. An extended family .
A. is made up of several nuclear families
B. does not include people with no blood relationship
C. includes close and intimate friends

D. is usually larger than a nuclear family

3. The Census Bureau’s definition of the family includes all the following relations

except
A. blood relation B. marriage
C adoption D. friendship

4. Which of the following statements about the family of origin is NOT true?
A. It is the family we are born into.
B. It is the family of which we are always considered a member.
C. It is the family we join as adults for rearing children.

D. It is the family we may leave some day.

5. From the last paragraph, we can conclude that
A. marriage is necessary to form a family
B. a family cannot be separated from marriage
C. the family needs to be a social ceremony

D. marriage is only a public ceremony

. Make the best choice to complete the sentence or to substitute the underlined

word or phrase in the sentence.

1. They are quite different ___their attitudes toward life.
A. because of B. in terms of
C. except for D. in spite of

2. experience, the undergraduates have great difficulties in finding desirable
jobs. .
A. On account of B. Because of
C. For lack of D. As a result of
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3. This disease is to drug abuse.
A. connected B. related
C. joined D. associated

4. Mary and Helen have been intimate friends for some time.
A. close B. kind
C. friendly D. regular

5. Self-reliance is the main value of child rearing in middle-class Americans.
A. looking after B. supporting
C. caring for D. bringing up

6. Twelve months constitute a year.
A. make up B. consist of
C. are made up of D. are composed of

Text A-2

Nlew words and expression

remedy . 25, zefm
'mugh qdrﬂﬁﬁﬂ{)
scrape v. i, ﬁ, %ﬁ‘?, iﬁﬁi -
,;smﬂae » s .

‘tuvck sb. ‘m %% f}ﬁﬁ?

\Mofher's Hands

Introduction
As children, we were well protected by a pair of gentle and fair hands which brought to

us mother’s unselfish love. As time goes by, mother’s hands are no longer gentle, but rough.
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However, what they bring us is still warmth. Treasured in the deepest depths of our souls are

mother’s hands.

Text

Night after night, she came to tuck me in, even long after my childhood years. Following
her longstanding custom, she’d lean over and brush my long hair out of the way, then kiss
my forehead.

I don’t remember when it first started annoying me—her hands brushing my hair that
way. But it did annoy mé, for they felt rough against my young skin. Finally, one night,
I shouted out at her, “Don’t do that anymore—your hands are too rough!” She didn’t
say anything in reply. But never again did my mother close out my day with that familiar
expression of her love.

Time after time, with the passing years, my thoughts returned to that night. By then
I missed my mother’s hands, missed her goodnight kiss on my forehead. Sometimes the
incident seemed very close, sometimes far away. But always it lurked, in the back of my
mind.

Well, the years have passed, and I’m not a little girl anymore. Mom is in her mid-
seventies, and those hands I once thought to be so rough are still doing things for me and my
family. She’s been our doctor, reaching into a medicine box for the remedy to calm a young
girl’s stomach or soothe the boy’s scraped knee. She cooks the best fried chicken in the
world... gets stains out of blue jeans like I never could.

Now, my own children are grown and gone, Mom no longer has Dad. On special
occasions, I find myself drawn next door to spend the night with her. So it was late on
Thanksgiving Eve, as I slept in the bedroom of my youth, a familiar hand hesitantly ran
across my face to brush the hair from my forehead. Then a kiss, ever so gently, touched my
brow.

In my memory, for the thousandth time, I recalled the night my young voice complained,
“Don’t do that anymore—your hands are too rough!” Cafching Mom’s hand in hand, I blurted
out how sorry I was for that night. I thought she’d remember, as I did. But Mom didn’t
know what I was talking about. She had forgotten and forgiven long ago.

That night, I fell asleep with a new appreciation for my gentle mother and her caring
hands. And the guilt that I had carried around for so long was nowhere to be found.

(391 words)
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Exercises

Fill in the chart with the information according to the apssage.

Stage What Mom Does
1. | Mom 1) me in, 2) down and

In my childhood my hair out of the way, and 3)
’ my brow.
2. | 1) She has been :
‘ 2) She the best dishes.
At present : ’
3) She gets out of the blue jeans while I
couldn’t.
3. | Ahand 1) my face and 2) the
On Thanksgiving Eve hair from my forehead.
' Then, a kiss 3) my brow.

Text B-1

and expressions

Introduction

Englishman’s Home

Nowadays, more and more Englishmen begin to do for themselves some of the household

repairs and decorating. This is because, on the one hand, the average Englishman is keen

on working with his hands; on the other hand, the cost of labor has reached a level which is

beyond many Englishmen of modest means. But doing it on oneself is not that easy!
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Text

Some people would say that an Englishman’s home is no longer his castle, and that it has
become his workshop. This is because the average Englishman is keen on working with his
hands and because he feels that he must do for himself many household jobs for which, some
years ago, he would have hired professional help. The main reason for this is a financial one:
the cost of labor has reached a level which is beyond many Englishmen of modest means.
So, if they wish to keep their houses looking bright and smart, they have to do some of the
repairs and decorating themselves. As a result, there has grown up in the postwar years what
is sometimes referred to as the “Do-It-Yourself Movement.”

The DIY movement began with home decorating but has since spreaded into a much
wider field. Nowadays, there seem to be very few things that cannot be made by the DIY
method. A number of magazines and handbooks exist to show hopeful handymen just how
easy it is to build things by oneself from a coffee table to a fifteen-foot sailing boat. All you
need, it seems, is a hammer and a few nails. You follow the simple instructions step by step
and, before you know where you are', the finished article stands before you, complete in
every detail.

Unfortunately, it is not always quite as simple as it sounds. Many a budding DIY has
found that one cannot learn a skilled craftsman’s job overnight. How quickly one realizes,
when doing it oneself, that a job which takes the skilled man an hour or so to complete takes
the amateur handyman five or six hours at least. And thén there is the question of tools. The
first thing the amateur learns is that he must have the right tools for the job. But tools cost
money. There is also the wear and tear’ on the nerves. It is not surprising then that many
people have come to the conclusion that the expense of paying professionals to do the work
is, in the long run, more economical than “do it yourself .

(354 words)

Notes:

1. before you know where you are: This is a colloquial expression meaning “before you are aware
of it; very quickly or suddenly.”

2. the wear and tear: ( IE35{5 35 BAY) ﬁ%, B#E, AR,

3. the expense of paying professionals to do the work is, in the long run, more economical than
“do it yourself ”: the money that is paid to professionals to do the work is, in the long run, less

than the cost while doing it yourself.
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Exercises
A. Give brief answers to the questions according to the passage.

1. For what reason do people say that Englishman’s home has become a workshop?

2. Why do many Englishmen have to do some of the repairs and decorating themselves?

3. Through what way do average Englishmen learn to do things?

4. DIY is not always quite as simple as it sounds because

5. Many people have concluded that in the long run,

B. Complete the sentences by translating into English the Chinese given in
brackets.

1. An Englishman’s home has become his workshop

( FAREABRERHFEL).
2. The cost of labor is ‘ (BETHEHERARE
HIZTTRETT ).
3. (RHIARHE) , the finished article stands before you.
4. 1 came to the conclusion (HAERBLE ).
5. (MNKIZE) , prices are bound to rise.

Text B-2

new words and expressions

e aab St kA iEY gg kohlrat e
fade v 2K, (%) M F%, #E  paycheck n HFAMXE, Fk
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polarize v. ({) Btk split ». 4

reflect v. [TBR, K4, RE tolerance 7.
snotty adj. METEALKY, VBWH) 000

rA, AW, BOF, () 2T

Happy Father’s Day’', Dad

Introduction

On the way of my growth, I have had quarrels and even cold wars with Dad because of
our differences in age, experience, opinions, hairstyles, clothing, music, etc. In spite of all
of these, Dad has always been a tolerant and kind father, a friend and mentor. The love ofa
Jather is as great as a mountain. On this special occasion of Father’s Day, I'd like to say what

I really want to say to Dad.

Text

Dear Dad,

Today I was at the shopping mall and I spent a lot of time reading the Father’s Day cards.
They all had a special message that in some way or another reflected how I feel about you.
Yet as I selected and read, and selected and read again, I realized that not a single card said
what I really want to say to you. '

You’ll soon be 84 years old, Dad, and you and I will have had 55 Father’s Days. I'haven’t
always been with you on Father’s Day, nor have I been with you for all of your birthdays.
It wasn’t because I didn’t want to be with you. I’ve always been with you in my heart but
sometimes life gets in the way.

You know, Dad, there was a time when we were not only separated by the generation
gap but completely polarized by it. You stood on one side of the Great Divide? and I on the
other. Father and daughter split apart by age and experience, opinions, hairstyles, clothing,
music, and boys, etc.

The Father-Daughter Fight of *54 shifted into high gear when you taught me to drive
the old Dodge’ and I decided I would drive the 54 Chevy* whether you liked it or not. The
police officer, who accompanied me home after you reported the Chevy stolen late one
evening, was too young to understand father-daughter politics and too old to have n.mch

tolerance for a snotty 16-year-old. You were so decent about it, Dad, and I think that was
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probably what made it the worst night of my life.

Our relationship impro;fed greatly when I married a man you liked, and things really
turned around when we began making babies right, and left home. We didn’t have a
television set, you know, and we had to entertain ourselves somehow. I didn’t know what
to expect of you and Mom as grandparents but I didn’t have to wait long to find out.
Those babies adored you then, just as they adore you now. When I see you with all your
grandchildren, I know you’ve given them the finest gift a grandparént can give. You’ve given
them yourself.

Somewhere along the line, the generation gap faded away. Age and something else
separate us now. But we agree on most things, perhaps because we’ve learned there isn’t
much worth disagreeing about.

Fifty years ago this spring we planted kohlrabi together in a garden in Charles City, Iowa.
I didn’t know then that I would remember that day for the rest of my life. This week, we’ll
plant kohlrabi together again, perhaps for the last time but I hope not. I don’t understand
why planting kohlrabi with you is so important to me, but it is. And the funny thing about
it is, well, I don’t know quite how to tell you this, Dad. I don’t even like kohlrabi, but I like
planting it with you.

I guess what I’'m trying to say, Dad, is what every son and daughter wants to say to their
Dad today. Honoring a Father on Father’s Day is about more than a Dad who brings home a
paycheck, shares a dinner table, and attends school activities, graduations, and weddings. It
isn’t even so much about kohlrabi, and *54 Chevrolets. It’s more about unconditionally loving
children who are snotty and stubborn, who know everything and won’t listen to anyone. It’s
about respect and sharing and acceptance and tolerance and giving and taking. It’s about
loving someone more than words can say.

. T'love you, Dad.
| (597 words)

Notes:

1. Father’s Day: (E[E) RQ5%%, 1966 4F, LEEAME . AR EREE 6 AHE 3 MEPR
AEREWFE,

2. the Great Divide: SEF&H 1Bk K8,

3. the Dodge: AT (KEREE ).

4. the Chevy: Eff= (KERMS ).



