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Preface

The main problem confronting the editor of a biographical dictionary is
one of selection, and some explanation is needed of the principles which
have been followed. No living persons have been included, and only those
who had achieved prominence before 1939. In making up a selection, the
emphasis has been placed upon English common law; consequently, most
individuals included are English or Welsh. But I have tried also to reflect the
expansion of the common law overseas by including a very select company
from Eire, from Commonwealth countries and from the USA. In order to
keep the book within a reasonable compass, numerous important people
have, of necessity, been omitted; this is regrettable but inevitable. Systems
of legal thought do not exist in complete isolation, and so the dictionary also
includes entries dealing with people who belonged to other traditions, but
whose names are met by serious students of the law. And, for fun, there are
also some miscellaneous entries — for example, on all Roman jurists
connected directly with Britain, and on the patron saint of lawyers.

It would be impossible within the constraints of space for the
contributors to have written comprehensive lives; what is provided here is
an introduction to their biography, some indication as to where to go next
and, because it is interesting to know what people looked like, some
information as to where a portrait or photograph or even mosaic can be
found. Some degree of standardisation has been imposed on the
contributors, but not I hope too much. To some readers history may be seen
primarily in terms of forces which override individual choice and decision,
but perhaps this dictionary may encourage at least some of those who use
it to develop in contrast an interest in legal biography, which has been a
rather neglected field. For others, I hope we have provided interest and
some amusement.

I must thank all the contributors for their patience and tolerance of the
editor in the years during which this book was being compiled, and
particular thanks are due to Joan Denning for the immense amount of
work she has devoted to helping me to organise the dictionary. I am most
grateful, also, to the publishers, who first suggested that the work should be
undertaken.

A. W. B. SIMPSON
October 1983
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