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Preface to the English Edition

This English version of The Mediterranean corresponds to the second
French edition of 1966. When, in 1964, several English-language publishers
suggested to me the possibility of a translation, the original French edition
had been out of print for twelve or thirteen years and I would not have
wanted to re-issue the book without thoroughly revising it, in order to
incorporate in the new edition the results of recent studies and of the
extensive research carried out by my pupils and myself since 1949. But I
do not think I should ever have found the courage to undertake this major
revision had I not been faced with the prospect of a translation. I did not
wish to offer the English-speaking public a book which had already had a
somewhat tempestuous career. With the mass of books flooding from the
presses today, works on history age more quickly than they used to.

The Mediterranean speaks with many voices; it is a sum of individual
histories. If these histories assume in the course of research different
values, different meanings, their sum must perforce change too. English-
speaking historians will see that I have taken note of their work, and that I
have given more space than I did in 1949 to the voyages to the Mediter-
ranean of the ships of the northern countries, their merchants and their
merchandise, through the narrow gateway of Gibraltar. I have also
devoted more attention to what is a major historiographical problem, a
‘zone of formidable uncertainty: the Ottoman empire. After the conquest of
the Balkans and especially after that of the southern coast of the Mediter-
ranean, from Syria to Algiers and almost to Gibraltar, that empire
covered a good half of the Mediterranean region; it was an Anti-Christen-
dom, balancing the weight of the west. We historians of the west are in
exactly the same position as the contemporaries of Philip II, of Gian
Andrea Doria or Don John of Austria: we can glimpse the Turkish world
from the outside only. The reports sent by ambassadors and intelligence
agents to Christian princes tell us something of the workings of that great
body, but hardly ever anything of its motives. The secret, or some of the
secrets, lie hidden in the vast archives in Istanbul. Access to them is
difficult and it is only now that we are seeing some of the results of in-
vestigation of these sources, in works which are naturally all breaking
new ground. I have done my best to take account of these recent studies —
with the greater energy since in many cases (and I am very sensible of the
honour) the area of the problem as defined in my book and the hypotheses
(they were no more) which I advanced in the first edition had served as the
original frame of reference for the research. As I write these lines, I have
on my desk the admirable study by M. A. Cook, Population pressure in
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rural Anatolia: 1450-1600, which has just been published by the Oxford
University Press. I am touched and flattered by both his criticism and
approval of my book.

Today in 1972, six years after the second French edition, I think I can
say that two major truths have remained unchallenged. The first is the
unity and coherence of the Mediterranean region. I retain the firm con-
viction that the Turkish Mediterranean lived and breathed with the same
rhythms as the Christian, that the whole sea shared a common destiny, a
heavy one indeed, with identical problems and general trends if not
identical consequences. And the second is the greatness of the Mediter-
ranean, which lasted well after the age of Columbus and Vasco da Gama,
until the dawn of the seventeenth century or even later. This ‘waning’ of
the Mediterranean, to borrow the word Huizinga used of the Middle
Ages, had its autumnal fruits: Titian and Tintoretto in Venice; Cara-
vaggio and the Carracci at Rome and Bologna; Galileo in Padua and
Florence; in Spain, Madrid and the Golden Century; and the rise every-
where of the theatre and music we still love today.

In this brief foreword to a very large book, I should like to express my
gratitude to all those concerned in producing the English edition: first of
all to Hugh Van Dusen, who perhaps because he had wished for so long
to see the book in English has taken the greatest pains to ensure that it
has a quality rare I believe in the realm of translations. To Georges Hup-
pert who helped us to find a translator. To Sidn Reynolds who agreed to
this weighty assignment and has admirably fulfilled the hopes we placed in
her: it is no small task to adapt my not uncomplicated style to the vigorous
rhythms of the English language. To Oreste Ranum, that great expert on
the language and civilization of France, who agreed to read and revise
the text and to resolve all the small problems that crop up in any transla-
tion. And finally to Richard Ollard, who has with energy and devotion
seen the book through the press and presented it to the English-speaking
public. To all may I express here my appreciation and warmest thanks.

FERNAND BRAUDEL
Paris, 8th February, 1972

Preface to the Second Edition

It was with much hesitation that I undertook a new edition of The Medi-
terranean. Some of my friends advised me to change nothing, not a word,
not a comma, arguing that a work that had become a classic should not be
altered. But how could I decently listen to them? With the increase in
knowledge and the advances made in our neighbouring disciplines, the
social sciences, history books age more quickly now than in the past. A
moment passes and their vocabulary has become dated, the new ground
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they broke is familiar territory, and the explanations they offered are
challenged.

Moreover, The Mediterranean does not date from 1949, when it was
first published, nor even from 1947, when it was defended as a thesis at the
Sorbonne. The main outline of the book was already determined if not
entirely written by 1939, at the close of the dazzling early period of the
Annales of Marc Bloch and Lucien Febvre, of which it is the direct result.
So the reader should not be misled by some of the arguments in the preface
to the first edition. They are attacks on old positions, forgotten in the
research world, if not in the teaching world of today, yesterday’s polemic
chasing shadows from the past.

Thus it soon became clear to me that a new edition would mean an exten-
sive if not a total revision of the text, that it would not do simply to include
the maps, diagrams, graphs, and illustrations which material difficulties in
1949 had made it impossible for me to publish. Corrections, additions, and
revisions have been in some places considerable, since I have had to take
account not only of fresh knowledge but also of what is often more signi-
ficant, fresh approaches to historical problems. Several chapters have there-
fore been totally rewritten.

Any work of synthesis, as Henri Pirenne used to say, inspires a new crop
of specialized research. Such research did not fail to follow in the wake of
my book. It began by following in my footsteps and has now completely
overwhelmed me. Many pages would be required to give an account of the
immense amount of work that has been accomplished since 1949 in areas
directly concerned by this book, with the books and articles published and
unpublished of Omer Liitfi Barkan and his pupils, Julio Caro Baroja, Jean-
Francois Bergier, Jacques Berque, Ramon Carande, Alvaro Castillo Pin-
tado, Federico Chabod, Huguette and Pierre Chaunu, Carlo M. Cipolla,
Gaetano Cozzi, Jean Delumeau, Alphonse Dupront, Elena Fasano, René
Gascon, José Gentil da Silva, Jacques Heers, Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie,
Vitorino Magalhdes Godinho, Hermann Kellenbenz, Henri Lapeyre,
Robert Mantran, Felipe Ruiz Martin, Frédéric Mauro, Ruggiero Romano,
Raymond de Roover, Frank Spooner, Iorjo Tadi¢, Alberto Tenenti, Ugo
Tucci, Valentin Vdzquez de Prada, Pierre Vilar, and lastly the studies under-
taken by the group formed by the late José Vicens Vives and his admirable
pupils. I have participated, often very closely, in the course of these studies.

And finally I myself have found much to add to the information given
in the first edition, in the course of continued research and reading in the
archives and libraries of Venice, Parma, Modena, Florence, Genoa,
Naples, Paris, Vienna, Simancas, London, Cracow, and Warsaw.

This harvest had somehow to be brought home. And here the insidious
questions of method once more raise their heads, as they inevitably must in
a book on this scale which takes as its subject the Mediterranean region
understood in the very widest sense embracing every aspect of its rich and
dense life. Including more material necessarily means rearranging, elimina-
ting old problems only to encounter new ones, the solution of which may



