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1. A Birthday Poem (for Rachel)

For every year of life we light

a candle on your cake

to mark the simple sort of progress

anyone can make,

and then, to test your nerve or give

a proper view of death,

you’re asked to blow each light, each year,
out with your own breath.

James Simmons

1. test /test/ vt. %L
Courage and endurance are useless if they are never
tested. — P. Fitzgerald

2. nerve /n3:v/ n. fHE
I didn’t think you'd have the nerve to show your face in
this place again. — D. Lodge
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2. A Child’s Dream of a Star (I)

There was once a child, and he strolled about a
good deal, and thought of a number of things. He
had a sister, who was a child too, and his constant
companion. These two used to wonder all day long.
They wondered at the beauty of the flowers; they
wondered at the height and blueness of the sky; they
wondered at the depth of the bright water; they won-
dered at the goodness and the power of God who
made the lovely world.

They used to say to one another, sometimes,
supposing all the children upon earth were to die,
would the flowers, and the water, and the sky be
sorry? They believed they would be sorry. For, said
they, the buds are the children of the flowers, and
the little playful streams that gambol down the hill-
sides are the children of the water; and the smallest
bright specks playing at hide-and-seek in the sky all
night, must surely be the children of the stars; and
they would all be grieved to see their playmates, the
children of men, no more.

Charles Dickens

1. stroll /straul/ vi. HZAE

The old man strolls along the lane every evening.
2. constant /'konstant/ adj. 5L  a constant friend
3. bud /bad/ n. FE

The flowers are in bud in April.
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4. gambol /'gembal/ vi. BkEK,E
Mary likes her pet gambolling round her.

5. grieve /griiv/ vt. IEf5 '
Millions of people were grieved to hear that Princess Di-
ana was Killed in the car accident.

6. speck /spek/ n. %/NAZRFE, LK
There’s not a speck of truth in your story.



