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Preface

Deglutology, like no other medical field, is in need of convergence of many
contributory disciplines to develop a transdisciplinary model to further
improve patient care, advance research, and facilitate education.

Despite steady progress in recent years, various aspects of Deglutology
have evolved within various medical disciplines resulting in fragmentation of
expertise, knowledge, and skills which not only have hampered the progress
of the field but also have resulted in the fragmented and inconsistent patterns
of care for patients with dysphagia.

The need to remedy this problem was recognized over 2 decades ago, and
the initial step toward a resolution resulted in the publication of the Dysphagia
Journal and the formation of the Dysphagia Research Society (DRS). Over
the past 25 years, the Dysphagia Journal and the DRS have been committed
to removing the specialty barriers while providing a platform for interdisci-
plinary interaction and collaboration.

The vision for the “Principles of Deglutition,” with over 100 contributing
experts from 12 disciplines, is the convergence of knowledge from various
fields involved in the care of dysphagic patients and deglutition research to
help the development of the transdisciplinary model so badly needed for the
evolution of deglutology.

We envision the future Deglutologist as a professional with a diverse back-
ground, whose initial and foundational knowledge and skills are derived from
varied disciplines. In addition they will be equipped with the converged mul-
tidisciplinary knowledge and skills necessary to address the deglutition disor-
ders in its entirety providing all the critical pieces of the puzzle that
compromises the health and quality of life for so many with dysphagia.
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