. RICHARD E. CREEL

An Introdu&ion
to Critical Reflection
- and Rational Dialogue



Thinking

Philosophically

RICHARD E. CREEL

. BLACKWELL

Publ sssss



Copyright © Richard E. Creel 2001

The right of Richard E. Creel to be identified as author of this work has been asserted in
accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

First published 2001
24681097531

Blackwell Publishers Inc.

350 Main Street

Malden, Massachusetts 02148
USA

Blackwell Publishers Ltd
108 Cowley Road
Oxford OX4 1JF

UK

All rights reserved. Except for the quotation of short passages for the purposes of criticism
and review, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording
or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

Except in the United States of America, this book is sold subject to the condition that it
shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out, or otherwise circulated
without the publisher’s prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in
which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being
imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Creel, Richard E.; 1940-
Thinking philosophically : an introduction to critical reflection and rational dialogue /
Richard E. Creel
. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-631-21934-X (hardcover : alk. paper) — ISBN 0-631-21935-8 (pbk. : alk. paper)
1. Philosophy—Introductions. 1. Title.

BD21 .C74 2001
100—dc21
00-060795

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Typeset in 10 on 12.5 pt Ehrhardt
by Ace Filmsetting Ltd, Frome, Somerset
Printed in Great Britain by Biddles, Guildford, Surrey

This book is printed on acid-free paper.



Dear Colleague:

I am gratified that you are thinking of using or have decided to use Thinking
Philosophically as a text in your course. In its pages I present many of the basic
concepts and positions in philosophy, I engage the reader in thinking dialectically
about philosophical issues, and I try to prepare and motivate the reader to engage
productively in philosophical discussions.

Thinking Philosophically consists primarily of the lectures I used to give in my
Introduction to Philosophy course — though now they are considerably expanded
and polished. By putting into written form a great deal of obligatory, foundational
material that | used to deliver by lecture, I have freed in-class time to engage
students in discussions of that material and to introduce them to primary sources
by way of short handouts that we read, interpret, and discuss in class. I fre-
quently present students with opposed primary source handouts on the topic of
the day — for example, Aristotle versus Schopenhauer on happiness, Gorgias
versus Hegel on human knowledge, Clifford versus James on the ethics of belief,
Bertrand Russell versus Carl Jung on religious experience, Socrates versus Tho-
mas Hobbes on conscience. Sometimes a single handout includes opposed ideas,
such as Plato’s treatment of The Ring of Gyges or the short debate between
Socrates and Thrasymachus on justice. On other occasions a single handout from
one point of view can be provocative and illuminating, such as Plato’s Allegory of
the Cave, with which I always begin my Intro course, and to which I then refer
at relevant points as the course goes along. The short dialogues of Plato and some
of Descartes’ Meditations also work well as in-class supplements to Thinking
Philosophically.

In addition to a brief contents at the beginning of Thinking Philosophically you
will find a detailed contents at the beginning of each chapter. If students read and
reflect on the chapter contents before reading the chapter, they should experience
less unnecessary confusion, develop a better sense of how different concepts,
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positions, and topics relate to one another, and achieve a higher level of compre-
hension when they read the chapter itself. Also, if students use the chapter
contents as study guides when preparing for tests — by, for example, turning
topics into questions for themselves — they should develop a better sense of what
is important and do better on tests than they would otherwise. Finally, a study of
the chapter contents should help students get a better sense of where they have
been, where they are going, and how the various topics of philosophy connect to
one another.

As a technical addendum I should explain two kinds of inconsistencies you will
encounter: one regards capitalizations in the contents; the other regards headings
that are in the contents but not in the text. Regarding the latter, I have made the
chapter contents very detailed, as was just mentioned, to help students be better
prepared for what they will be reading, better prepared for tests, and more aware
of how the various concepts, parts, and positions of philosophy connect to one
another. However, some topics listed in the chapter contents follow so closely on
one another in the text or can be located with sufficient ease in the text by looking
for key words, which are often italicized, that it seemed excessive and distracting
to insert those headings into the text, and so I did not. Key words are italicized
so often in the text for two reasons: first, to help the reader understand state-
ments more readily by emphasizing where to focus and which words to group
together (as is done in lectures by vocal emphases); second, to help the reader
relocate key ideas more easily for review and reflection.

Regarding capitalization in the contents, I usually capitalize the first mention
of a position, for example, “Universal Eudaemonism,” but lowercase further
mentions, for example, “The principle of universal eudaemonism” (see chapter
14, contents, p. 159). When, however, 1 mention two or more things and am
concerned that a failure to capitalize both or all might make it appear that I am
favoring one position over another or am suggesting that one thing is less impor-
tant than another, then I capitalize for the sake of fairness. For example, four of
the subheadings in chapter 5 are: “Philosophy and Religion,” “Philosophy and
Science,” “Philosophy and Mathematics,” and “Philosophy and History.” Strictly
speaking, only the first word in each of those headings should be capitalized, but
were 1 to do that, writing “Philosophy and religion,” “Philosophy and science,”
etc., then “Philosophy” would be capitalized in every case and the other disci-
plines in none — which might give the reader a mistaken, unfortunate impression
that I am saying that philosophy is more important than religion, science, math-
ematics, and the study of history. Hence, I capitalize both disciplines in each case.
I also use capitalization to emphasize that each of a series of items is distinct from
the others and equally important, for example, “Words, Concepts, Positions,
Justifications, and Criticism” (see chapter 15 contents, p. 205).
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Whatever approach you take to your own course, I hope you find that Thinking
Philosophically 1s sufficiently clear, competent, and comprehensive that it frees
you and your students to do good things in class that otherwise you would not
have time to do. Insofar as Thinking Philosophically needs correction, clarification,
trimming, expansion, or other changes, I hope you will let me know so the next
edition can be improved.



I feel deeply grateful to the philosophers whom Blackwell Publishers secured to
comment on the penultimate version of Thinking Philosophically. 1 was touched by
the care which they took in commenting, and I was humbled by their knowledge
and insight. They saved me from numerous infelicities and some plain old bone-
headed mistakes.

The author and publishers would like to thank Faber & Faber for permission to
reproduce an extract from T. S. Eliot, ‘Four Quartets’ from Collected Poems
1909-1962.
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But do remember that there are other
important philosophers not cited here.
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Three ways into philosophy

The nature of philosophy

The three most basic problems in philosophy
Developing a philosophy of your own

Philosophy is a fascinating subject which is personally relevant to every intelli-
gent human being. I want to tell you why that is so, I want to tell you a great deal
about philosophy, and I want to engage vou in thinking philosophically. When I
speak of philosophy I mean western philosophy as it flourished in ancient Greece,
then spread to Europe, Great Britain, and North America. Eastern, or Asian,
philosophy is also important — especially Hinduism, Taoism, Confucianism, and
Buddhism, but if we were to study eastern philosophy as well as western, that
would make this book far too long. However, I do encourage you to study the
asian traditions in philosophy later. Because there are certain universal features of
philosophy, you will find that 7hinking Philosophically has prepared you for the
study of asian philosophy, as well as for further studies in western philosophy.

Three ways into philosophy

There are three common ways of introducing people to philosophy. One way is to
focus on the ancient Greek thinkers who founded western philosophy, especially
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle. Because the rest of the history of philosophy builds
on the work of the ancient Greeks, that approach provides students with a sound
foundation for further studies in philosophy. However, some students who do not
expect to take another philosophy course or do further reading in philosophy find
that approach unsatisfying because there are so many other thinkers about whom
they learn nothing.

Quite naturally, then, a second approach to introducing students to philosophy
is to give them a survey of the history of philosophy. Then they can learn some-
thing about most of the giants of western philosophy, starting with the ancient



