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NOTES FROM THE COMPILER

1. As an informative yearbook containing comprehensive statistical data on the economic
and social development of the People’s Republic of China, the Statistical Yearbook of China,
1986 consists of 16 chapters, namely: administrative division and natural resources; general
survey; population and labour force; agriculture; industry; transport, posts and telecom-
munications; construction; investment in fixed assets; domestic trade; foreign trade and
tourism; public finance, banking and insurance; prices; people’s livelihood; city construction
and environmental protection; education, science and patent; culture, sports, public health
and civil administration and judicature. Statistical charts are included at the end of each chap-
ter. Two appendices, “principal economic indicators of Taiwan Province” and “major
economic and social statistics of China in comparison with foreign countries™, are attached to
the Yearbook. And it is finally supplemented with “explanatory notes” which gives a brief
description of the concepts and scope of data, calculation methods used, and their historical
changes.

2. In comparison with the previous yearbooks, the present one is enriched and improved
in contents, in indicators and in form of presentation. Newly added information includes
detailed figures which reflect economic development at macro level, such as total product of
society, material consumption, national income, accumulation, consumption, sources and
distribution of commodity purchasing power, revenue and expenditure of public finance,
etc.; data on the national economy in 1985 by industrial details; and regional breakdowns of
major indicators on the economic and social development of the country in 1985.

3. All national figures in the Yearbook except those of surface area, forest resources,
meteorology, patent and population at censuses, do not include Taiwan Province and Hong
Kong.
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