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PREFACE

The time appears ripe for a new introduction to comparative politics.
Three motivations have inspired this fresh approach to the way we
learn and teach the important subject of political life around the
world.

Concepts The first motivating factor is a quest for conceptual richness:
our aim is to provide greater coverage of the core concepts of compar-
ative politics than students and instructors are likely to find in most
other introductory textbooks. Rather than confining itself to just one
particular approach (such as structural functionalism) or to just a few
topics (such as state institutions), this book surveys a wide expanse of
political concepts and terminology, drawing on seminal works of aca-
demic political science and traditional political philosophy. These
ideas come to life through numerous illustrative examples taken from
recent events around the world.

The first fifteen chapters of this book address such basic topics of
comparative politics as democracy and democratization; authoritari-
anism; power; state institutions; electoral systems; voting behavior;
parties and interest groups; class, ethnicity, gender, and other aspects
of political sociology; nationalism; political culture; ideology (includ-
ing Marxism, fascism, and Islam); dissent and revolution; political
economy; and political development, among others. It is perhaps un-
usual for an introductory-level textbook on comparative politics to de-
vote so many pages to concepts. It is often assumed that undergradu-
ates cannot handle much conceptual material. The teaching
experiences of this volume’s authors, however, confirm precisely the
opposite point of view. We are certain that students can learn the
value of concepts and theories, as long as they are clearly presented and
as long as the students are shown how the conceptual tools of comparative
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politics relate to real-world situations. Throughout this volume the au-
thors have persistently strived for clarity and ease of expression. We
want this book to be interesting and fun to read. We also want stu-
dents to appreciate the relevance of concepts and ideas to the events
they read about in newspapers and see on television.

Terms such as “human rights,” “national identity,” “coalition govern-
ment,” “liberalism,” “civil society,” “social democracy,” “voter dealign-
ment,” “corporatism,” “clientelism,” “privatization,” “debt servicing,”
“welfare state,” “newly industrializing countries,” “postmodern values,”
“zero-sum game,” “free rider,” and a seemingly endless stream of others
are the everyday stuff of political discourse around the world. What do
they mean? More than ever before, students in today’s close-knit global
environment need a firm grasp of the world’s political lexicon.

Critical Thinking The second motive underlying this textbook’s cre-
ation is even more overtly pedagogical in nature. One of the book’s
unique features is that it systematically seeks to enhance the critical-
thinking skills of its readers by introducing them to some of the ways
scientific logic applies to the study of politics. At a rudimentary level
and in a clearly written fashion, it explains the application of such ele-
mentary scientific devices as theories, hypotheses, variables, correla-
tions, models, paradigms, and the like to the study of political phe-
nomena. It also walks students through the logic of qualitative
hypothesis testing in political science and provides numerous exam-
ples of how it is done. To drive home the step-by-step logic of this ana-
lytical technique, virtually every chapter in the book contains a hypothesis-
testing exercise. (As the classical masters insisted, “Repetitio est mater
studiorum”—"Repetition is the mother of studies.”) Like the conceptual
definitions introduced in part I, these exercises are taken from real-
world political phenomena and from influential works by scholars and
political thinkers.

A central aim in this analytically oriented endeavor is to impart to
our readers a clearer sense of what political science is all about than
they may derive from many other introductory texts. We address
head-on that nagging classroom question, “But, professor, is political
science really a science?” Hypothesis testing and related techniques
of scientific method are defining elements of the discipline and form
the reigning paradigm for scholarly research. And yet few—if any—
introductory textbooks on comparative politics (or, for that matter,
on American politics or international relations) actually employ
these methods or teach students how they can be used. The “scien-
tific” side of the field tends to be confined to textbooks on the “scope
and methods” of political science or handbooks on research method-
ology, publications typically aimed at fairly advanced political sci-
ence majors or graduate students. We believe that students can, and
should, be exposed to the methodological foundations of the disci-
pline right from their very first courses. And we believe that stu-
dents will especially appreciate their value if they can see how scien-
tific logic helps them understand the real world of politics.
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While trying to deepen our students’ understanding of political sci-
ence, we are also motivated by the widely perceived need in contem-
porary academia to engage students as directly and creatively as pos-
sible in sharpening their ability to think logically and coherently. As
educators, we have an obligation to inculcate critical-thinking skills in
our students as vital elements of their general education. Political sci-
ence courses—even introductory ones—can be ideally suited to this
heuristic purpose if the discipline’s analytical premises and methods
are spelled out plainly and explained precisely. Students need to real-
ize that the analytical methods they learn in political science classes
can be applied without too much tweaking in other fields as well,
above all in cognate social sciences, though not exclusively. And they
need to know that, wherever their career paths may lead them, a vari-
ety of professions will require well-honed analytical abilities, from the
law and government service to a host of other careers less immedi-
ately associated with political science. Helping students learn how to
think for themselves is one of the most important tasks this book under-
takes as it exposes them to the rudiments of social scientific logic.

Meanwhile, our scientific forays do not misdirect us into ignoring the
non-scientific sides of political reality. Values, ideals, norms, and prefer-
ences invariably play a central role in critical thinking about politics.
How we address the normative questions of politics (“What should we
do to make this a better world?”) is just as important as how we investi-
gate the factual realities of politics (“What is political reality?”). For
many professional students of the subject, politics is as much an art as it
is a science, as much an exercise in normative (value-centered) philoso-
phy as it is an exercise in empirical (fact-based) analysis, and as much
an attempt to craft real-world policies as it is an attempt simply to un-
derstand political reality. This book seeks to clarify the differences—and
the dynamic interactions—between facts and values, between empirical
science and normative political thought, and between policy analysis
and policy prescription. Not only do we want our students to improve
their analytical skills, we also challenge them to think through their
own political orientations and to figure out what they would do in ad-
dressing some practical issues of political life.

Part I of this book, encompassing the first fifteen chapters, ad-
dresses these conceptual and analytical concerns in a crystal-clear
style that is specifically aimed at students taking their first course in
comparative politics.

Countries and Leaders The third factor that prompted the writing of
this book is a desire to provide as much breadth and depth as possible
in covering an assortment of countries around the world, integrating
their treatment with the conceptual and analytical frameworks devel-
oped in part L. To this end, we devote the nine chapters of part II to
eleven major nations: the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Japan,
Israel, Russia, China, Mexico, Brazil, Nigeria, and South Africa. Each
chapter highlights key historical events in the development of the
country under investigation and explores its political system in detail.
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To enliven these accounts and to illustrate how personalities interact
with institutions, all of these chapters contain vivid biographical pro-
files of important leaders. The personages singled out for special atten-
tion have either made a decisive impact on present-day politics
through their actions in the recent past or they are currently serving in
a leadership capacity. These capsule biographies provide substantial
grist for courses focused on the theory and practice of leadership. The
country studies also treat some of the most salient political issues ani-
mating debate in these countries, such as economic policy, gun con-
trol, ethnic conflict, campaign financing, and the like, and they invite
students to make comparisons with the ways roughly similar issues
are dealt with in their own country.

All eleven of these nations have experienced important changes
over the past ten years; in some cases these transformations have been
truly revolutionary in nature. In Britain, France, and Germany, social
democratic parties under the leadership of Tony Blair, Lionel Jospin,
and Gerhard Schroeder, respectively, replaced conservative govern-
ments in 1997 and 1998. Japan’s political system witnessed the col-
lapse of the Liberal Democratic Party’s grip on power in 1993 after
nearly forty years of dominance, along with the collapse of its high-
flying economy. Israel has undergone prolonged political instability in
connection with the tortuous Middle East peace process.

Russia experienced perhaps the most profound upheavals of all the
countries surveyed in part II. The collapse of the Soviet Union at the
end of 1991—one of the most momentous political events of the twen-
tieth century—was followed by a shaky start on the path to democ-
racy under President Boris Yeltsin and his successor, Vladimir Putin.
Among the many challenges Putin faces is the one he set for himself
when he pledged to reassert the central government’s authority over a
country in the throes of disintegration, while simultaneously promis-
ing to bolster democratic freedoms. China’s communist leadership ap-
peared momentarily shaken by spontaneous pro-democracy demon-
strations in 1989. Although the ruling elite smashed the protests, the
growth of private enterprise under the party’s auspices and the coun-
try’s widening trade relationships with the outside world have raised
the question of whether real political change may be part of China’s
imminent future.

In the developing world, Mexico experienced a revolution of its
own as Vicente Fox won an unexpectedly solid victory in the presi-
dential election of July 2000, ousting the ruling Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party from its stranglehold on the presidency after seventy-
one years in power. Brazil in the 1990s was immersed in the process of
consolidating the new democratic regime it had established in the pre-
vious decade, following more than twenty years of military rule.
Under the presidency of Fernando Henrique Cardoso, a former Marx-
ist turned champion of market reforms, Brazil by decade’s end con-
fronted serious economic challenges, both domestic and international
in nature, as well as enormous environmental hazards and a political
system marked by a highly divided multiparty parliament. Across the
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ocean, strikingly similar challenges connected with the transition to
full-scale democracy face two of Africa’s largest countries. Nigeria, the
continent’s most populous nation, elected Olusegun Obasanjo as its
new president in 1999. A former general who once headed the govern-
ment in the 1970s, Obasanjo promised to restore democracy to a coun-
try that had been governed by corrupt military dictators for most of its
history as an independent state. South Africa, dominated for decades
by a white minority representing less than one-fifth of the population,
effected a clean break with whites-only rule, holding its first multira-
cial elections in 1994. Nelson Mandela, a democracy advocate who en-
dured twenty-seven years of imprisonment for challenging white su-
premacy, was elected South Africa’s first black president. His
successor, Thabo Mbeki, took over in 1999, inheriting a country char-
acterized by glaring economic inequalities and racial tensions that
have not entirely died out.

Our in-depth explorations of these countries are grounded in the
canons of comparative analysis. In addition to relating each country to
various conceptual criteria for comparison generated in part I-——such
as conditions for democracy—the nine chapters of part II also make
explicit comparisons to the United States and other relevant countries.
Cross-references to pertinent portions of other chapters help readers
make these connections. Our time line follows late events through the
summer of 2000, when this book went to press. (A selection of impor-
tant subsequent developments can be accessed via McGraw-Hill’s
comparative politics website, <www.mhhe.com/ comparative>)

Along with the eleven countries explored in part II, this book exam-~
ines a broad sampling of additional countries in part I. These briefer
country studies are intended primarily to illustrate concepts intro-
duced in the first fifteen chapters. For example, various aspects of po-
litical power, such as class rule, autocracy, and theocratic authoritari-
anism, are illustrated with reference to countries like Haiti, Irag, and
Iran, respectively; the disintegration of nation-states is exemplified by
the fate of Yugoslavia; and various conditions for democracy are ap-
plied to countries like Poland, Romania, South Korea, and India.
There are numerous references to other countries as well, including
the United States. The premise underlying these focused analyses of
individual countries is that concepts and political realities are analyti-
cally inseparable: students cannot fully appreciate what is going on in
individual nations without a clear understanding of concepts, and
they cannot fully understand conceptual abstractions without a close
look at how they apply in the real world.

A Global Approach Taken together, the three motivating purposes of
this book—conceptual richness, critical thinking, and wide country
coverage—have resulted in what we believe to be an unusually com-
prehensive one-volume introduction to comparative politics, an ap-
proach that is truly global in scope. We have also sought to unite high
scholarly standards with an engaging style. This is not a dumbed-
down textbook, nor is it excessively advanced for introductory-level
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students. All of its contributors—accomplished scholars with a com-
mitment to educating students—have labored mightily to translate so-
phisticated scholarship into a format readily accessible to today’s un-
dergraduates, a daunting scholarly task in its own right! We hope that
students and teachers alike will find Comparative Politics: A Global In-
troduction a useful—and readable—guide to the complexities of our
highly globalized new millennium.
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