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Preface

International law has become a key element of any politics and international rela-
tions degree. The existing range of international law textbooks for the student of
law, while excellent, is inadequate for the student of international relations who
has no prior legal background and comes to the field with more knowledge and
understanding of how states behave rather than what rules regulate state behaviour.
The breadth of international law and institutions in contemporary global politics
means that it is no longer possible to make sense of international politics without
understanding international law and the complex regulatory frameworks that exist
in international relations. This textbook gives the student that understanding for
use in the real world or in further academic study.

This textbook provides the international relations student with what he or she
needs to understand about international law in three ways. It maps out the different
ways to approach the study of international law, explains the main sources of inter-
national law-making, and identifies the key topics of international law. Throughout,
the book balances the technical, legal knowledge necessary to understand the
nuances of international law with the broader political processes that shape both
the content and effectiveness of international law. The intricacies of international
law are presented accessibly to animate both the learning of international law and
its evaluation. With this approach, International Law for International Relations
aims to introduce the student to the international law perspective of international
relations and how this perspective differs from other approaches in international
relations.

This book has been lucky to have benefited from submissions from an excep-
tional group of academics and practitioners in the fields of international law and
international relations. For their hard work and effort I thank them. Every author
is an expert in his or her field and has either experience teaching international law
to politics students or using international law in real-world political situations. The
contributors have made the subject matter accessible and have reflected carefully
on the bearing international law has on the international issues it addresses. This
means that the book draws a very rich and diverse picture of international law and
enables the student to see the different patterns of interaction between law and
politics in each topic.

Finally, thanks have to be given to Sabina Appelt. Everything the contribu-
tors wrote was reviewed by Sabina and what started out as a student perspective
soon turned into full-blown editing. It is a credit to Sabina that every chapter has
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substantively improved throughout the editorial process. Her speed, hard work,
and sense of humour kept the process on track. I would also like to thank Elizabeth
Griffin and the editors at OUP for their help and support and, of course, Sam for
casting a layman’s eye over the text and making the coffee.

Basak Cali



Guided Tour of Learning Features

This book is enriched with a range of learning tools to help you navigate the text and
reinforce your knowledge of International Law. This guided tour shows you how to
get the most out of your textbook package.

Chapter Overviews

CHAPTER CONTENTS

* Introduction

Brief overviews at the beginning of every

+ What s international law?
« The relationship between international law and international rela

chapter set the scene for upcoming themes

* Why study international law?

and issues to be discussed, and indicate the

» Conclusion

scope of coverage within each chapter.

Boxes, Tables and Case Studies

Box 1.1 The cynic and international law

Throughout the book boxes, tables,

The cynic regards international law as the enterprise o\ The cyn i
wishful thinker, or thie realm of the fool who does not undm,
For the cynic. all international law does, is offer some intricate
use to get their own way. This view cannot be correct. The cynic cann)
continuing existence of international law as an idea and as a practice.
that international law is merely a means of manipulation, why was inf

and case studies provide you with extra
information on particular topics that

complement your understanding of the
main chapter text.

Glossary Terms

hergence as a means for states to reach cooperatio
lommon interests. International norms and rules cred
-d transparcncy. and the possibilities of iterated intera Key terms appear in bOld in the text and
y overcome problems of collective action. Liberals are

lists tor focus on international regimes as important features are deﬁned ln a glossary at the eﬂd Of the

L tional regimes have heen classically defined by Stephen Krasner

-+ norms., rules, and decision-making procedures around which

book to aid you in exam revision.

nverge in a given issue-area’. Notice that this dehmtion might




Questions

1. Whatis international law and how is it different fr
2. What are the areas regulated by international law?
3. What does the sceptic say about international law?
a

What do you think is the most significant difference between inte|
and international law?

Further reading

Simmons, B. and Steinberg. R. H. (2006) (eds).  intern)
International Law and International Relations signifecal
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). An Ky, C., Diehl, P, Fr
excellent collection of essays on different per- and Jacobson, HK. (2
mutations of the rel iy between the dis- national Law: Opport
ciplnes of international ki and mternational — for Political Science
selauon: hle' Sty

Websites

http:/ /www.chathamhouse.org.uk 17
vides an interesting over:

and pressmg contemporary topics in the ared

http://www2.etown.edu/vl/ This micriet d 3 brings together over 2

sources of information and analyste in o wide range of mternational affars, v

international relations topics
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Questions

A set of carefully devised questions has
been provided to help you assess your
understanding of core themes, and may
also be used as the basis of seminar
discussion or coursework.

Further Reading

Reading lists have been provided as a
guide to finding out more about the issues
raised within each chapter and to help
you locate the key academic literature

in the field.

Important Websites

At the end most chapters you will
find an annotated summary of useful
websites, which will be instrumental
in further research.
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The Online Resource Centre that accompanies this book provides students and
instructors with ready-to-use teaching and learning materials. These resources are
free of charge and designed to maximize the learning experience.

FOR STUDENTS:

Flashcard Glossary

o - A series of interactive flashcards
6""" M@m & o
containing key terms and concepts have
Advocacy ' been provided to test your understanding
of the terminology of International Law.




Chapter 7

Situation:

“You work for an NGO which campaigns for the nghis of undocumented migrants. One 1ssud
and education for undocumented migeants. Undocumented migrants in your country slil do
order to go to the doctor, o 10 register for school, people have o present thew documents,
domestic level Now you want (o convince your colleagues 10 also campaign Inlernationaily

How to go about this?

« Igentity the reasons 1o campalgn internationally rather than domestically What are th
directly?

« Research what the state of international law is on the 1ssue of migrants. In particular

healihcare — what are the gaps?

Cali: Intarnational Law for International Relations
Chapter 7
+ Stales are the ultimate repository of law making power in the international law system,
exerted influence over the deveiopment and enforcement of international iaw
« Remember 1o define your terms In this chapler. NGO are defined as organisations
with the purpose of aclively advancing a poiitical or social agenda (internationai reial
entrepreneurs’ - see Finnemare and Sikkink 1998)

« Human nights humanitaniansm protection of the environment. fighting mpunity for in
fights are some Issue areas where NGOS have piayed an important role in internafior

setomary_nieir atongl L hin

set up by New York University Law Scnool to heip students rese]
srgdawils

rmational Law Commission plays an important role In the progressive deveiopment
up-to-date information on fts work

WL LGN BRSO N e L B 10 45605

The International Gourt of Juslice's website gives access 10 fis materials. among others relal

4 b
All the resolulions taken by the UN General Assembly are published on In's websile

gty

LI QUGN
The United Nations Sixth Commitiee_along with the ILC_undertakes to codlfy already existin)

Bagak Cali
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Problem-solving Questions

For each International Law topic a problem-
question is posed, together with a list of key
considerations and a guide to sources of
information to help you go about solving it.

Revision Tips
A checklist of the key points from each

chapter is provided to help you to focus
your revision.

Web Links

A series of annotated web links have been
provided to point you in the direction of
different theoretical debates, important
treaties, working papers, articles and other
relevant sources of information.

FOR INSTRUCTORS:

PowerPoint ®Presentations

These complement each chapter of the book
and are a useful resource for preparing
lectures and handouts. They allow lecturers
to guide students through the key concepts
and can be fully customized to meet the
needs of the course.
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