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PREFACE

aving done a major revision for the

fourth edition of Cultural Anthropology, 1

hadn’t planned to change much for the
fifth. However, as I began considering what to re-
vise, I discovered that cultural anthropology had
been changing faster than I had realized. Also, a
very thorough set of reviews (see list of reviewers)
generally complimented the stylistic and content
changes I made in the last edition but also sug-
gested improvements I hadn’t planned. Organi-
zation and updating were among the most impor-
tant components of the revision this time. I tried
to retain the features, including the livelier writing
style, that most users of the fourth edition liked.

Instructors, students, and reviewers especially
liked certain chapters and sections introduced in
the fourth edition. I've updated and strengthened
these, which include the chapters on Field Meth-
ods (Chapter 2), Culture (Chapter 3), The Future
(Chapter 19), and the section on careers in anthro-
pology in Chapter 17. I originally wrote that sec-
tion, which many reviewers said they found par-
ticularly useful, because my own students so often
ask me, “What can I do with an anthropology ma-
jor?” or “How will anthropology help me get a
job?”

I've added some new profiles and boxes to the
fourth edition’s popular issues boxes. The fifth
edition now has one or more of these in each chap-
ter. These boxes provide students with an oppor-
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tunity to consider anthropology’s relevance to to-
day’s world and to their own lives. Some boxes
examine current events or debates. Others are per-
sonal accounts of field experiences, which add hu-
man feeling to the presentation of anthropology’s
subject matter. Many boxes illustrate a point by
bringing in an example familiar to students from
their enculturation or everyday experience.

As with the fourth edition, the entire book was
typed into a computer, allowing me to scrutinize
every word, sentence, paragraph, and caption—to
attend to style, content, and organization. I was
able to respond to hundreds of suggestions from
users and reviewers. The result, I hope, is a well-
organized, interesting, and “user-friendly” intro-
duction to cultural anthropology.

What about content revision? In addition to up-
dating all chapters, I have added two new chap-
ters: Biological Diversity and Race (Chapter 4) and
The World System, Industrialism, and Stratifica-
tion (Chapter 9). Many chapters have new sec-
tions—responses to users’ and reviewers’ sugges-
tions and to my recent teaching experience.

The book now has an obvious unifying world
system theme, which builds on my previous em-
phasis on cultural ecology, political economy, and
social change. This theme is introduced in Chapter
1 and is developed throughout the book, most ob-
viously in the new Chapter 9.

Chapters have been reorganized. The new or-
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ganization focuses on the themes of political econ-
omy, ecological adaptation, change, variation, and
diversity —unifying anthropology’s subdisci-
plines. (However, other approaches are also dis-
cussed and respected.)

I have added new environmental issues, con-
tent, and themes and new discussions of ecocide,
ethnocide, genocide, tribal resistance and cultural
survival (especially in Chapters 9 and 18). These
topics and issues tie in nicely with the clearer or-
ganizational emphasis on adaptation and socio-
economic change within social systems of increas-
ing scale—for example, the rise of the state, the
modern world system.

Given the focus on diversity in today’s curricu-
lum, I believe that the discussion of race, stratifi-
cation, and gender should be an important part of
a cultural anthropology course. Anthropology has
a special contribution to make to understanding
these topics. Accordingly, the first new chapter (4)
discusses the race concept in biology and society,
shows how race is socially constructed, and
counters arguments that connect race and intelli-
gence. The other new chapter (9) discusses key
features of modern stratification systems.

Since the last edition I have also been an active
participant in the important Gender in the Curric-
ulum Project of the American Anthropological As-
sociation. Cooperating with the project organizer
Sandra Morgen, I was paired with Yolanda Moses,
who commented extensively on, and met with me
to discuss, the treatment of gender issues in the
fourth edition. In response to Dr. Moses’s very
useful comments, gender issues now receive ex-
panded attention in most chapters. The old sex
roles chapter is now a modern gender chapter (11),
taking account of the many gender studies done
by anthropologists during the 1980s.

The following is an annotated outline, by chap-
ter, of the main changes in Cultural Anthropology:

1. The Scope of Anthropology (major revision
contains new overview and statement of the
book’s unifying themes—the world system
and cultural ecology; expanded discussion of
adaptation and of each subdiscipline; new
Mead profile).

2. Field Methods (revised version changes
places with the culture chapter, contains new
profile-box on Malinowski and issues in re-

flexive anthropology, interpretive anthropol-
ogy, and writing ethnography).

3. Culture (revised chapter changes places with
chapter on field methods).

4. Biological Diversity and Race chapter is new.

5. The Primates (updated version has expanded
discussion of sociobiology and gender is-
sues). :

6. Cultural Evolution and Adaptive Strategies is
a revised chapter.

The following is the reorganized core of the book
(Chapters 7 to 11). Earlier discussion of political
economy issues—power, stratification, modes of
production, and gender—makes the organization
of the fifth edition much tighter.

7. Bands and Tribes (major revision includes
new discussion of warfare and tribal peoples
within the modern world system).

8. Chiefdoms and Nonindustrial States (major
revision has expanded discussion of stratifi-
cation—including gender stratification and
Marx and Weber—and contains useful new
chart correlating mode of production, strati-
fication system, and sociopolitical type).

9. The World System, Industrialization, and
Stratification are in a key new chapter. Core
topics are the emergence of the world capi-
talist economy; industrialism and stratifica-
tion; why the industrial revolution began in
England; colonialism; core, semiperiphery,
and periphery. Two new boxes cover the con-
temporary U.S. periphery (rural Tennessee)
and industrialization and gender in Malaysia.

These organizational changes and the new chap-
ters prepare the reader for the examples and case
material from bands, tribes, chiefdoms, nonindus-
trial states, industrial nations, and the world sys-
tem in each of the following chapters:

10. Economic Systems (revised chapter now com-
pares North Pacific potlatching with cargo-
fiesta system in Latin America, within the
context of political economy, the world sys-
tem, and colonialism).

11. Gender Roles (major revision of old sex roles
chapter takes studies of the 1980s into ac-
count, has new box).
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12. Kinship and Descent (revised and updated).

13. Marriage (revised and updated).

14. Religion (revised and updated).

15. Personality and Worldview (all new discus-
sion of cognitive anthropology and schema
theory are included; discussions of the cul-
ture of poverty, limited good, and the Prot-
estant ethic are all linked to political economy
and world system theory).

16. Language (revised and updated chapter has
new discussions of language and power—the
political economy of language in the modern
world system).

Former Chapters 16 and 17 have been reversed
and reorganized. The discussion of applied an-
thropology (including American examples) now
precedes the chapter on contemporary global
change and development.

17. Applied Anthropology (major revision covers
anthropology and colonialism, ethical issues,
urban, medical, business and media anthro-
pology, careers in anthropology with discus-
sion aimed at undergraduates, particularly
prospective majors).

18. Social Change and Development (major re-
vision includes expansion of the world sys-
tem, acculturation, syncretisms, media im-
pact, ethnocide, ecocide, genocide, tribal
resistance and cultural survival; develop-
ment anthropology, interventionist philoso-
phy, development fallacies—the fallacies of
overinnovation and underdifferentiation,
culturally appropriate innovation; with a
new box).

19. The Future (updated chapter has new mate-
rial on the culture of consumption, the global
economy and conservation issues, poverty
and theincome gap, race, ethnicity, and home-
lessness—all in world system perspective).

The appendix on contemporary American culture
has been expanded and updated and new cases
have been added.

What about design, pedagogy, and study aids?
The McGraw-Hill staff and I have taken sugges-
tions by users and reviewers seriously in planning
the illustrations. We've increased the number of

illustrations, choosing almost all new photos. Most
photos and art are now in color.

We've retained the pedagogical devices at the
end of each chapter that were introduced in the
fourth edition: summary, study questions, a glos-
sary defining terms boldfaced in the chapter, and
a short list of suggested reading. In addition, a
complete bibliography appears at the end of the
book.

The new instructor’s manual contains a list of
free rental films for adopters, organized by topic.
Placement of orders can be made through
McGraw-Hill sales representatives. The instruc-
tor’s manual also contains a huge selection of mul-
tiple-choice, true-or-false, and essay questions.
These are also available on diskette for use with
the computerized test-maker, allowing instructors
to generate entirely new tests from questions in-
cluded on the diskette.

Available for the first time with the fifth edition
is a useful new Study Guide for students written
by Emanuel Polioudakis, who has worked with me
for several years teaching introductory anthropol-
ogy at the University of Michigan. In the Fall of
1990, Dr. Polioudakis became assistant professor
of anthropology at Ohio University.
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