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Preface

Our challenge in preparing the seventh edition of Criminology: Explaining Crime
and Its Context centered on paring back what, by the sixth edition, had grown intc
a 600+ page book. It seemed a daunting task to the three of us, as authors, because
explaining crime is an expansive charge. There is such an array of information tha'
we feel can strengthen the criminological foundation of our students, yet it needs to b
manageable within the structural confines of an academic term. Much to our delight
the theoretical boundaries of criminology have blossomed over the span of this text’s
evolution. Ergo, it was time to trim back and prioritize our burgeoning content.

We had the good fortune of guidance in this attenuating process from severa
colleagues who have used this text in their own classrooms. While we bear responsi:
bility for final decisions in the process, we rest assured that the final product is muct
sounder than it would have been without their guidance. Hearty thanks are extendec
to the following criminologists:

Karen Booyens University of Pretoria

Kimberly Detardo-Bora Marshall University

Paul Klenowski Clarion University of Pennsylvania

William Lugo Eastern Connecticut University

Stephen Tibbetts California State University - San Bernardino
Charles Tittle North Carolina State University

Throughout the years, our efforts to present the evidence and stimulate critica
thought regarding a range of criminological perspectives, both seasoned and emerging
have benefited from the comments of far too many students and colleagues to list. Fo
those who have contributed, we extend hearty thanks. Specifically for their help or
this edition, we would like to acknowledge Terrance (T.J.) Taylor at the University
of Missouri - St. Louis for his thoughtful comments and camaraderie, as well as Den:
Carson and J. Michael Vecchio for their assistance. Thanks also to Diane Christenson
Marilyn Washler, and Patricia Edwards, all at the University of California - Irvin
for all of their help.
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PART I

Foundations for Criminology

The opening unit of this text provides a foundation for the study of criminology a
conceptualized by the authors. The goal is to explore the crime problem, its context, anc
especially, the causes of crime. Unfortunately media presentations of crime and effort
to control it present a distorted reality of crime as a simple phenomenon (Anderson ¢
al., 2009).* Nothing could be further from the truth; understanding crime is far from
simple task. To the contrary, it is extremely complex and challenging. The subtitle o
this text, “explaining crime and its context,” summarizes that premise. It is the goal o
this book to delineate the complex context in which crime emerges. Crime can only b
understood by considering the broad social context from which it emanates.

Theories or more simply, explanations of crime, serve as the central thesis. Whil
many criminologists do more than develop theories of crime, it is those explana
tions that provide the foundation for all other criminological endeavors. Predictin
criminality and policy development should logically be rooted in some explanator
framework. This text examines a number of frameworks for explaining crime anc
therefore, is suggestive of many strategies for addressing it.

In defining crime and criminology, these initial chapters draw attention to thre
important issues that should be kept in mind throughout the remainder of the book
First is the relativity of crime. What is considered a crime varies by time, place, an
who is doing the defining. Examination of crime in the context of diverse cultures fror
around the world illustrates, perhaps most vividly, the importance of the concept ¢
relativity in understanding crime and deviance. In that sense criminology is inherentl
cross-cultural. While the focus within the book is more on U.S. criminological though
material from a range of cultures is included to bolster a broader understanding of crim
deviance and social control. It turns out that the relativity of crime is a fruitful conceg
for understanding the continual redefinition of crime within our own cultures.

*Anderson, J.F., N.J. Mangels & A.H. Langsam (2009). “The Challenges of Teaching Criminologic
Theory: Can Academia Deliver What the Media Promises?" Criminal Justice Studies, 22:223-236
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The prevalence of the scientific method in the field of criminology serves as a
second thesis. At the heart of criminology to most, but not all criminologists, is the
idea that it is a science. Indeed, Chapter 1 discusses criminology as the scientific study
of the causes of crime. Most of the explanations for crime examined within this text,
as well as tests of their validity, are based on scientific research. While some cover-
age is extended to alternative approaches to knowledge about crime, the emphasis on
scientific study reflects the scholarly emphasis of the field.

Finally, the impact of ideology on explanations of crime and on crime policy is
a cornerstone of this book. A conscious effort has been made to highlight the role of
ideology by presenting a wide range of explanations of crime rooted in five domi-
nant paradigms, as well as emerging perspectives on crime. The intent is to offer a
balanced perspective on the field of criminology, while obviating neglect of gender
subordination, violent white-collar crime, family violence, and other socially harmful
behaviors that are often excluded from examination.
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Crime and Criminology

Crime and criminals capture the attention of nearly everyone. The public fascin:
tion with these matters has not escaped the news and entertainment media. The larg
following of “On the Record with Greta Van Susteren,” aired on Fox News Networl
and the “Nancy Grace” show, carried by Cable News Network, reflect the widesprez
fascination with these topics. Sometimes people romanticize criminals so that outlaw
like Robin Hood and Jesse James become folk heroes. Other criminals, or allege
offenders, are demonized and become outlets for anger, fear and other emotions. 1
yet other scenarios, those claiming to be victims are vilified.

At the heart of this fascination with crime-related issues lay some intriguin
questions: Why do people commit these crimes? How should we respond? Why
one behavior a crime and not some other behavior? We might exclaim about sorr
outrageous but legally permissible behavior: “There oughtta be a law!” While t}
public is intrigued, criminologists address these issues in a more systematic mai
ner. A criminologist is “one who studies crime, criminals, and criminal behavio
One who attempts to determine the causes of crime” (Rush & Torres, 1998:52). B!
what is crime and how serious are different forms of it? Consider each of these bri
scenarios, and rank-order them from most to least serious. After doing so, consid
your rationale for the rank you gave each, and then compare your rankings to tho:
of several classmates. Are they different? If so, how and why?

»  George points a .38 caliber revolver at the cashier in a liquor
store, and yells, “Put all the money in the bag!”

«  Karen and Mary smoke marijuana a couple of evenings a week
in their college dormitory room while listening to CDs. They
laugh a lot.

«  Executives hide the fact that their corporation is losing large
sums of money. They pay themselves huge bonuses, while
encouraging employees to invest more. Ultimately, the corpo-
ration declares bankruptcy, resulting in thousands of employ-
ees losing their jobs and retirement benefits.



