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Editor’s Note

In November 1879, the well-shod scholar and intrepid traveller
Sarat Chandra Das (1849-1917) emerged in Darjeeling with his
Sikkimese lama companion Ugyen Gya-tsho. They had been
away for five months, two and a half of which had been spent at
Tashilumpo monastery in central Tibet. At Tashilumpo, S. C.
Das had studied the Tibetan language and religion with customary
zeal. He also had taught Chemistry, Sanskrit’ Algebra, Astro-
nomy, as well as <<wet process Photography with collodion film”’
to the Panchen Lama’s Prime Minister, the remarkably intelligent

and progressive Seng-chen Dorje_Chang.

During this visit, S. C. Das managed to collect and bring back to
India a certain number of Tibetan religious and secular books,
and it was primarily on the basis of this material that the present
translations and essays were written. They appeared in The
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal in two instalments; parts I-111
in Vol. L (1881) pp. 187-251 and parts IV-XI in Vol. LI (1882) pp.
1-85 and 87-128.

This was S.C. Das’ first visit to Tibet. By the time the material
contained in this volume was printed, he was already back in
Tibet on his second and last visit which lasted a full fourteen
months, 'Upon his return in January 1883, he continued to
contribute essays and translations to the learned journals of the
day, particularly to the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal
and the Journal of the Buddhist Text Society which he founded
in 1892. During the next three decades, S. C. Das established
himself as a leading authority on the Tibetan language, religion

and history.



His comprehensive TIBETAN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY WITH
SANSKRIT SYNONYMS is still a standard work of reference for
students of Tibetology, and his travelogues remain classics in the
field. It is encouraging to note that lately several of S. C, Das’

most important works have been republished.*

It is hoped that the layman as well as the scholar will find the
present glimpses of Tibetan religion and history both interesting

and useful.

New Delhi. May 1970. H.K.K.

*) INDIAN PANDITS IN THE LAND OF SNOW. K. L. Mukhopadhyay,
Calcutta, 1965.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY : a reprint of articles appearing in the Modern Review in
1908-09. Indian Studies, Past and Present. Calcutta, 1969.

TIBETAN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY WITH SANSKRIT SYNONYMS.
Motilal Banarsidass, Delhi 1970.

JOURNEY TO LHASA AND CENTRAL TIBET. Manjusri _Publishing
House. New Delhi, 1970.
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THE BON (PON) RELIGION.
INTRODUCTION,

Lama Je-tsun-lossah CHHOIKYI-N1ma pal Ssafipo is the author of
the well known work ‘¢ Dub-thah leg-shad $el-kyi méloAi” which contains
short accounts of the various religious systems in ancient India, Tibet,
Mongolia and China! The first Lama whose avowed incarnation he is
believed to have been was named Chhoikyi wan-chhyug, whose high
dignity was recognised by the Emperor of China, by letters patent and the
presentation of a golden tablet,> and who was famous for his knowledge of
metaphysics and vydkarana and did greatly enhance the cause of Buddhism.
Our author was born, agreeably to a certain prophecy, at Pah-ri in Amdo,
in the year fire-serpent of the 12th Cycle, . e., 1674 A. D., and died in the
year 1740 A. D. In his boyhood he gave many striking proofs of his
powerful intellect. Being a divine personage, he easily acquired proficiency
in the several branches of Buddhist sacred literature. After taking the
vows of monk-hood, he studied the Stitras and Tantras under many eminent
Lamas, such as Chafikya Rolpai Dorje the spiritual guide of the Emperor
Kuenlang (Chhif-lun). On his reaching the proper age he was placed
at the head of the Jam-vyah monastery on the Thi or throne of his pre-
Pecessors. During his presidency more than 30U0 monks used to congregate
in the monastery for service. He visited Central Tibet, Tsan and Sakya,
and spent a few years at the Dapuh monastery in order to prosecute
religious studies. Returning to his native country, after a study of seven
years, he displayed great learning in metaphysics and vyakarana. At this
time he propitiated the gods Hayagriva, Dorje Phagmo, and others of his
tutelary deities. He also propitiated the goddess Paldan Lhamo (Ka4li

1 The Dub-thah Selkyi Mélén (grub-mthah Sel-kyi mé-16A) contains 12 books.
I have made a literal translation of the 8th and 11th books which treat of the Bon
'religion and the rise and progress of Buddhism. in Mongolia. My translations of
the 9th and 10th books (on Ancient and Mediseval China) are almost literal. All

Tibetan names are spelt as pronounced, except those in the lists on pp. 199—201
which are spelt as written. In Bon the & is pronounced as p (Pon). The nasal conso-

nants & and § are transliterated by 7 and 7 respectively, and Q by 4, Sbyts, & by tsh,

13 by ds, @ by sk, A by ss.
2 In the history of Tibet and the lives of Lamas many accounts of presenta-
tion of seals and tablets will be found, The custom of presenting seals and tablets
- and letters patent is still in vogue in Tibet and China. The use of seals by different
' dependencies of China and Tibet is very carefully watched by the Government of those
~ countries. A change of official seals generally signifies a change of vassalage. Tablots,
- like diplomas and letters patent, are given to establish a new ruler or governor in power.
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of the Hindls) who enabled him, it is said, to render good service to
Buddhism. Many Mongolian princes and chiefs became his friends and
spiritual pupils, by whose assistance he established five religious institu-
tions. He resided in Pekin for more than three years, in order to collect
information respecting the various schools of religion which then existed
in China, and the ancient ones that bad died away. He also care-
fully studied the national laws and statutes of China from ancient
records, and thereby made himself famous. The Emperor conferred
on him marks of honour and dignity greater than any that had been
enjoyed by his predecessors. He also presented him his own robes,
which contained one hundred and eight dragons worked in gold, together
with a hundred thousand crowns of silver. The Mongolian princes also,
who evinced great faith in his saintliness, made him immense presents.
On his return to Amdo, all the chiefs and princes of Mongolia and western
China advanced to a distance of six days’ journey from the town to pay
him homage. Among these princes, the Khan of Lanju and the Viceroy
of Tsufi-tu-fu were very well known. On his arrival at the monastery,
the Lamas and monks of the thirteen great monasteries of Amdo made him
presents, according to their means and resources, From that time, for a
period of twelve years, he devoted himself to the affairs of the monastery
and to yoga, after which he attained to the *“marvellous state of the
gods.” At the age of 66, on the 10th of the Lunar month, his person
being contracted to a cubit’s length, he returned to the land of the
blessed. He had finished his work called “ Dub-thah selkyi mélon” about -
a week before his death, which occurred in 1740 A. D. The age of the
work is therefore 140 years only.

The following are his principal works :

(1.) The Legendary biography of Lama Jam-vyaf of Guh-that,

in 2 Vols.

(2) ’ ’ » his predecessors, in one Vol.

(3.) Hymns and Songs.

(4.) On the worship of Hayagriva or “ Taden,” in 2 Vols.

G) ’ Niéro kha choimo (a goddess), in 2 Vols.

6) ” Dorje Phagmo, in 2 Vols.

(7.) On Mathematics (Chronology, Arithmetic and Astrology), in
one Vol.

{8) On Medicines, in one Vol.
(9.) On the method of constructing chaityas, sacred pictures and’
images, in one Vol.
(10,) On rhetorie, words and versification ; stotras in two Vols.
(11.) About the history and theories of the reformed, or Gelugpa,
school, in 5 Vols.
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TiBeran Texm.
8th Book of Dub-thah Selky: Melot.
(3mraa fy Faras)

Ta'EGRAN'T ANY' W' QY QA A YA A AN TS NI TL
Py ag AZn ga T AN an WA g A 8 AL A AEY QER AL ANT
Qamadad ¥ b Nd sV Y RgE R RAT N nAa LT 35 gy e
&¥arudsqr  Funqngrdygyd A ae ey mia i ar
&R REET  3QERGE AN NGV EN'E AN Qg Ua AL @]
BT S A USRSV SEN YRR AN IR LT AL INL T QN
Qe R YU A TA'QIYTLT  SAGN'HAAY ITATL Y| [HE"
YR AN TYEN|  ER N IR S EYEN'| ANG L AN
FYes mAaTIANIIUNTIY| Q¥ AN EYE §EQH Y
T 3VQER'Y MG LU AR ANREE QY SN Y NAN S
UAHARE SN AA' Y] @4 HnQ BNLELTE TGN Y Y HGUIN g
AT HON Y MAN'RYRE| N LIRS YENY'| NG WY R Y BE
Brax goN Qe Lan  Nmg QY8 mAN 5 A L T QEN AN I Yy mRaT
Wo T TRAN AG QEQRLNAN'| AN AYE" 55 ANKE N
QAT GNEON'TDE | BIRATHEEFNFN| WA HHENY
$3paN Famgn fan QmguraT FaLdasNuy
qEE ¥EN'S) & 58 B N QAN RENEN Y| RS NN
BRLRE Y QEAN'|  AYH RN AN DA ENGN|  NqEEAmN
gy arg) sw'ua'amvagcw'Ew:'m:'l qa ge A"
HBNTN AL BT R NEN RN QEATHE T 5T 5 TN RSN S AN NN
IFRYUWILAL NN T3 RLRI TR Q) QEATRAY|
QBLRE| TYL e myA YN A | mSR RIS AN EQ
XN 3N @A TS IR SN BN QNS5 Q8 B N R Uy
QNN Ty myH Ay 3 QAN P RS AN D AL S Y AN
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CLAE SR RIS LIOIELE L ¥ S R A8 S
YN WRYRERR Y 5 Y QYR §RRY Y R U YN KA MaY Q"
RERYFREY| N ANQHESRE| WA ARG AN QY REEN
YNEEAUT Y RANANVYZE| U LAN EAN Y Eq A adey
AN FE AR REsqLE AU IAN § 9 F 5N AT Ta N QYN
AT B QN TAYIE'|  ARWA'I R S LR ER A QY AN B AL
A Qpw i INE T AN AL YI AN Y ST L B E
YPAR WG| QUBN Y ATy aifaraN [a ANy
NEN' S AN NG AN EN QIS NG B XAV QAR GA B E Ba R S
N IS aN'TA S LUTALTAY Y| ' By Ta & 48 3N D6 qANN |
BANYQBLRA S BN Y N Tis N Ry Ay & s J AN
BUETHANTANT| RIETE'|  QYTARET QR GEEYHTAN
N FEYN T AATQIANY Q| mI8 AN KA EY gEE| Sy
TN G AR AN BRIV AN BRI TTE| FRLE I
TV A AR Y NAvE Iy e | A3 AN ERa e grRme
TS| NETHL QI NEN YA TR AN AN AN AR Y QAN
535 AN 88 Y QIUTRE| FQIYT ANAN YRR Y TR
BHNANT R EYAA §R KA A S NE P TRYUR YT AT TEA
&34V Na 8 Y T AR RaR'Y|  FYAVIAS YA NI A HAY
QBEL'T R REQINN YA NY | BUA Y TYL TS AN QAN 55
QYL AF| NG N aaN YN T I8 EN AN ERL S A A AN
RULE'AN'THA WA SE QT AAL) BINY AL SHYL R
B35 A nda & 3NEE AN AN Y QBARAN YL N EHN BN BT
BUYTIPE BT AL T Y| L8R8 HEH QAN 53 BN HN ENH QT
) &Y AAN T RIY YN E BN B R 35 RAGN AN NN BN
FayarimwemGa Ta 3 agL | VEYAN'ANATANT  § nda
BARN' N AYE LT A8 S TY LA NN TN AT AYEN' AN A5 LN
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BATINAN| DA 3NN YR ANTY LR SE RN W ERL S N’
3N NN TR G R ERLH AR | Ay A LAY LY
FERLEN YA Y TYAVEN'|  AE5 95 YT A Abe AL QY
TN LW F QR RN I BN 3Ny NG AN S TN
oA E YL | WHENNYRNEY | §QEV AR
EmaC QU RART Y QUTATHRY|  SFENE Y’ QEH NI AR IV
TN QEREE SRR R AN TR e AaNEN D HE Y
Q335 A AL S EN| SN YR LS AN A YLIEN TR
TEV @A N A G NAN NN Z5TQEAT S AYL | AYLRAY
L a7 ] QT AL AL BT QIN B AR IV A TRANN |
5§ &N Q INQ QYL In A 3 Uy 3eT | ¢ R YAy mgaT
EaN g iaT&a AN 8 Q@R R XU QAU A5 A Y| aawar
QRL R ENYNEANTE|  WNNYEGET  FEA LG QELEN
SPNL| ANLAST ANNANGHNIE| NAN LR @ ENLL
NEN'SE | FNNLQ]  mENREEREQLTN QA W
B QAR R QEH| MY FENRF QN YQEH| AN A A
RANQEUTA Q| RN AEN' RN EANNY Q| MGAURAY
QB AN AQENEET HAQENINLT  HH QN 48N NANT
e Q¥ ANENLT ANETN'UN T FAA| ey ATV &Y
AREYE| BLRARE| §VIETEY| FraqNusmE Es §1 Q3
BRN'REY 38 MSNNEANH YU ET 45§ B IAG AL TEY
FEN QAN B NI Q| FRENTRAHEY| wEYIRAQEN A
ESANAAL | [ By A A QNN Y NAN Y A ST AL ARV
FRa VAL FEAINLY) YEUAVATLESE| CTRE
SHL'GE|  GUQENN'AAYEAYANANRT| FYTIYI BN
qF Sy EAQ NS ANANIYTNLTE| B NEQRL
ARSNL| arE NI AW AEyE E8 a8 8 N L NEN YUY I

A A
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F1Y]  mgetiREcn| A BETYIRE'T QNTQYN|  BANT
§o E T AT D NAN| 84T §ANAN'ZES AL LR AN
WNDE| §AYN NEN YT ANTTEQETZRIEN|  [RE" AR EAN]
SHUEH| IR EAN| F4 ¥ U QBT AT A&
NEN SRR QN AL T HR | QA & NEN AN BT AN TR
BTN HGE NN A HGA N 3 IANRGT  NGNEVQ I EaH
a1 AN FURA Y| WA AN TENET QN g
RAETAGY|  FUFUTTYNGR  SRRIN QALY 2w
NAN QU EWE FENANTNQ A TRAYNT Va2
Nz lavhrd N FAUAF T IsQEy g AN gy
qyL AR N REN @ A mmavyvaLal  QUATE AR QYA Y
QR BYTHTIYE | FRNNAN Praiv il FrAaq T
6 aE A MANYS YL AN S5 T4 AgE QA AA'E| NENUayT
T RANUER 3R AV vavT Ay AAgy  yawFy
Qe g IVNEAVILAN]  HALYTTEY ANV INH GV
FUNTAEINIT| YR IEE Y A NAV IV gV Y IAVY YRR
SN HYEN'Y Y RQEL T Us IN'QY BN QRN B H Ay I Y G
o) §6TNETAA QLAY AN &5 N UG AT AT R Qs T
NG'ZI"%G'C‘I MG'W»"1@"Qs«:'u'M'u'&Q’gvsﬂ'ﬁl A EQ
B3 RON BN GANNUT | RH Y 383 REN N NGV IN'HT|  mQN
NNHN T EN TSN BEANVHUCGN'YN|  J YR SUHNEN'Y| &
RN R AN RGN A R NS Ay dal gL gEe
SOV QI TLFY S FRAVYALUIQING AR ULANT @GN
NENTRA QA AR WY TIN ANEER YNG4 QIR
O AN YA YLR TN BYHRA BN AYEN| UG N NEA ALQRE|
YO G A ANRE §' 0N RS L W 35 Y BON R R T M GE YL YT
WRY| RONHERRY Th mga ama Qi gLEyl 5§ LETEY
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B m A AN AN | NEN BN AN S M3V MY ya XY 4| QR
ANQYE N T Y Y AR LR TS FANE | DA AN F YN H AR
o) $uea s Q3 U AN T| AR AN NGV BV T AL RANY]
YTIFQVH IN] YN 4T QN YN AL EY A YA g LG
EVYUTY| TRENYNTIGFHNG| HHEAN NN GA S H NG AN
NGN SNSRI AN 38 QU AN Y RAG 6A A QAU B
R &4 ILUR YA AR MAN'YANE {7 QN QEL QAN AN NI
gadveymde| AVaaN I IXEE T ANN] 36y EYean
A3QEL  FANATAVYRIL HFANHANEE 44 GV Y’
QAL QRSN A ANHRH' T ZL74 N U MAN' T RAN LAV REN"
ydaQ) TRESUGEVYITEVYRELTY! T AL A NIV’
FOuwAErgrsaTy  maNgAN 3 A FTEIYINY
N REr g s Al U EVA AN NG AL A ANY
Ay 3@ R zaART3Uey Y| mRNAR 3ER BEdy sEara)
Qa3 ATy ey e imud e avaive 3 IvENy
Taved] Wawd|  Fni4r&smeqTuN REF QST IEY RN
ygdaranevarE 3@ sdurardran wda § gamiaves )
g ara ey RIS RN R T YR YN A Y LH NG
Lo 3o AN VETYLANG|  FPRLUGTNAN YAyy) 3
¥R ALY N AN EENT 5N U §AQEE AR 3 QRL]
R QYR Y B BN AT S L EN RN LN

GoT AN AL T QUGN T Y QYT 3T QRA YA RN Y U
AL| @A GAHM| SERA| ASHARYAESE Y EQgs AN
REN'RENGA SIS AN HA WY R EANN R AL E NG|
sgrieeedy g sdudvaedl YURTaE A AhEaem
Q35 4 R4 SAW IVNEN'E A A &Y TQBAT YA EINY'A’

NTIR DR N T 1T ST DN ORI RETETQ34 Y QAT AIUANRQN
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Vo i s QBN A S MAN R B G R B S UBY TG mar
a3 R IEy S QuN Y HEN NN R ATE SN R AR Sy
QN QN YA AEY B T g efa b AN s daregE| T E
S CFCENE S0 I IO SUNIE TR LI SR U L
WErIREN D QBRI QW TAG'GH  NGUES| SN Ay Imer
YL graN Ty IR N RN AT KN ATILUFTY  @NUgE R
QY REAEN B EEN " &4 YN HL YO AR REAN N ETN Y QIANN|
BN SMIEL SPE DHPRSRST PR EnI C (- MRS LR U Cy
NgETYE ALY 48 yada ywmda QqArmds  ¥3rmAs
FEYAMYRE A TEE  WINLIRYET R4 QN BYER
. - o wE . -
YRE  BYNLEA N A a3 YA Iy mhe Ay WRY
e B . . 5
35" 3| quR RELTATTGER| JR'ELAFQILIFN'T TG HYIR
QEY| ARQ LATYTE E EAGN| ng'nﬁamr“g'evg'ngx"é'mgm
§ymdaq) AeqN NN OYEAS QIVNWTE  QIUATN'TES
5 % 8635
S8 TYA AHH TR QYT EAN FHY FNAN TR w{aq
Qg ¥ § QR NEN G| WML T ER LT H NG| G AAe Y
Raw Q5 I WIE | BVHLTQAGEEFYUCAL] FTa
RENEEE AR S E N & TR NG| RSP E RS R RN AR R S
Bo 1 WAL U ASsmANANANHTEE] BR WL R4 ANYs
PUAL AN RSy wn YN AN TN T AL FEN YN AN T
INNG AT ATEEA RIS Y o AN TN N REN AR NS Y Qs
QYN ALTET| WRNLY B84 BN T N3N Q' NEL-T ET| BT
HL-JBQ'LYN'L%'MSM'&V??:%-3’&111'5«11153-%'1 T3 R LRl T RE
QI A AN G BTN U AR A AUN] D5 Y Y RLEYS '
Qg"é‘n'iww'Qﬁ'ﬂc‘aﬁjc'\"miﬁl'qw'ny:w'q-fgxmw rg-ﬁ’a-gz
PR QABN S QIR QA WY HG AP ANG T A WE'ZT  §



