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Preface

This is the ninth edition of The American Nation,
the eighth time I have revised it, and the process
remains for me both challenging and endlessly fasci-
nating. Historians try to explain what happened in
the past, and of course “what happened” does not
change. But what is important to point out about the
past is that it changes constantly as more information
about past events comes to light and as current
events raise new questions about the events and peo-
ple of earlier times. Year by year hundreds of new
books and articles are published about various aspects
of American history; when those dealing with any
particular subject have been digested and synthesized
and combined with already existing knowledge, a
new, “up-to-date” description of that topic results.
This process keeps authors like me who write
American history textbooks very busy.

Goals of This Revision

The work of revising a survey of all American history
takes many forms. First there are the small alterations
involved in incorporating new details and examples,
and in clarifying obscurities that have previously
escaped notice. Then there is the matter of bringing
the narrative as close to the present as possible, some-
thing that is relatively easy to do, but difficult to do
well. Nearly always revision also involves changes in
emphasis—some subjects need to be condensed or
eliminated; others require more space either because
more has been discovered about them or because
recent developments make them seem more signifi-
cant. Finally, and most important, are the larger

changes made necessary because historians, respond-
ing to contemporary interests, to noteworthy work
being done by colleagues and other specialists, and to
the questions and interests of their students, have
produced persuasive new interpretations and even
opened up entirely new subjects. Dealing with this
work, in turn, requires more of the simpler kinds of
revisions just mentioned.

This revision of The American Nation contains
many examples of all these types of change.

To improve the flow of topics, I have reversed
the order of the chapters “From Isolation to Empire”
(Chapter 22 in the eighth edition) and “The Age of
Reform” (Chapter 23 in the eighth edition).

As in every new edition of The American Nation,
I have paid a good deal of attention also to the
“Supplementary Reading” that follow each chapter. I
have eliminated many older titles that, although valu-
able, are out of print, and I have substituted more
recent and in most instances equally worthwhile vol-
umes that are readily available, often in paperback.

Approach

In making all these changes and others less impor-
tant, I have not, I trust, altered my basic approach to
American history, which is to deal with the subject in
narrative fashion and to use the political history of
the nation as the frame or skeleton on which social,
economic, and cultural developments depend. The
American nation (the United States) is, after all, a
political institution.
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The people of the United States, in their infinite
variety, also remain central to my account. The theo-
ry that a few great individuals, cut from larger cloth
than the general run of human beings, have shaped
the course of past events oversimplifies history. But
the past becomes more comprehensible when atten-
tion is paid to how the major figures on the historical
stage have reacted to events and to one another.
Since generalizations require concrete illustration if
they are to be grasped fully, readers will find many
anecdotes and quotations on the following pages,
along with the facts and dates and statistics every
good history must contain. This illustrative material
is interesting, and most of it is entertaining, but I
believe it is instructive as well.

I also believe that one need not be an uncritical
admirer of the American nation and its people to rec-
ognize that the history of the United States deserves
to be treated with dignity and respect. Individually
and as a society, we have rarely lived up perfectly to
the principles enunciated in the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution, but recent
events in Eastern Europe demonstrate how cherished
these “American” values are by people who have
been deprived of them. American values are not well
served by patriotic hoopla or by slighting or excusing
dark and discreditable aspects of the American past.
The English radical Oliver Cromwell is said to have
told an artist who was painting his picture to portray
him “warts and all.” Cromwell wanted to be remem-
bered as he was, confident that, on balance, history
would judge him fairly. This is another principle on
which The American Nation continues to be based.

Supplements
For Instructors

Instructor’s Resouvrce Manual

Written by Michael Mayer of the University of
Montana, this Instructor’s Resource Manual has been
designed to aid both the novice and the experienced
instructor in teaching American history. Each chapter
includes a concise chapter overview, a list of points
for student mastery, lecture supplements, and ques-
tions for class discussion. A special feature of each
chapter is a set of excerpted documents with accom-
panying questions for student analysis.

America Through the Eyes of Its
People: Primary Souvces in
American History, Second Edition

This one-volume collection of primary documents
reflects the rich and varied tapestry of American life.
The revised edition includes more social history and
enhanced pedagogy. It is available shrink-wrapped
with The American Nation at no charge,

Comprebensive Amevican History
Transparency Set

This vast collection of American history transparen-
cies is a necessary teaching aid. It includes over 200
map transparencies covering social trends, wars, elec-
tions, immigration, and demographics. Included are
a set of reproducible map exercises. It is available to
qualified college adopters.

Discovering American History
Through Maps and Views

Created by Gerald Danzer of the University of Illinois
at Chicago, the recipient of the AHA’s 1990 James
Harvey Robinson Prize for his work in the develop-
ment of map transparencies, this set of 140 four-color
acetates is a unique instructional tool. It contains an
introduction on teaching history through maps and a
detailed commentary on each transparency. The col-
lection includes cartographic and pictorial maps, views
and photos, urban plans, building diagrams, and works
of art. It is available to qualified college adopters.

A Guide to Teaching American
History Through Filmn

Created by Randy Roberts of Purdue University, this
guide provides instructors with a creative and practi-
cal tool for stimulating classroom discussions. The
sections include: “American Films: A Historian’s
Perspective,” a listing of “Films for Specific Periods
of American History,” “Practical Suggestions,” and
“Bibliography.” The film listing is in a narrative
form, explaining the connection between each film
and the topics being studied.

Video Lecture Launchers

Prepared by Mark Newman of the University of
Illinois at Chicago, these video lecture launchers



(each 2 to 5 minutes in duration) cover key issues in
American history from 1877 to the present. The
launchers are accompanied by an Instructor’s Manual
and are available to qualified college adopters.

American Impressions: A CD-ROM
Jov U.S. History

This unique, ground-breaking product for the U.S.
history survey course is organized in a thematic
framework that allows in-depth coverage of each
topic. Hundreds of photos, maps, art, graphics, and
historical film clips are organized into narrated
vignettes and interactive activities to create a tool for
both professors and students. Topics include: When
Three Cultures Meet, The Constitution, Labor and
Reform, and Democracy and Diversity: The History
of Civil Rights. In both Macintosh and Windows for-
mats, it is available to qualified college adopters.

Visual Avchives of American
History, Second Edition

This two-sided video laserdisc is an encyclopedic
chronology of U.S. history, with hundreds of pho-
tographs and illustrations, a variety of source and ref-
erence maps—several of which are animated—plus 50
minutes of video clips. For ease in planning lectures,
a manual listing barcodes for scanning and frame
numbers for all the content is provided. It is available
to qualified college adopters.

“This Is Amevica” Immigration
Video
Produced by the Museum of Immigration, this video
tells the story of immigrant America and the personal
stories and accomplishments of immigrants. The

video explores the contributions of millions of immi-
grants to American culture.

Transparvencies

A set of over 30 map transparencies drawn from the
text is available.

Test Bank

This Test Bank, prepared by Larry Peterson of North
Dakota State University and Priscilla Benham of
North Harris Community College, contains over
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2,000 test items, including multiple-choice,
true/false, essay questions, and map exercises. The
questions are keyed to topic, difficulty level, cognitive
type, and relevant text page.

TestGen EQ Computerized Testing
System

This flexible, easy-to-master computer test bank
includes all the test items in the printed test bank.
The software allows you to edit existing questions
and add your own items. Tests can be printed in sev-
eral different formats and can include figures such as
graphs and tables. It is available for Windows and
Macintosh formats.

QuizMaster

This new program enables you to design TestGen
EQ generated tests that your students can take on a
computer rather than in printed form. QuizMaster
can be obtained free through your sales representa-
tive.

Grades

A grade-keeping and classroom management soft-
ware program that maintains data for up to 200 stu-
dents is available.

For Students

Study Guide and Practice Tests

This two-volume study guide, co-authored by Ken L.
Weatherbie of Del Mar College and Billy Hathorn of
Laredo Community College, is designed to provide
students with a comprehensive review of text material
and to encourage application and critical analysis of
the material. Each chapter contains a chapter
overview, learning objectives, important glossary
terms, identification, map and critical thinking exer-
cises, and multiple-choice and essay questions.

Learning to Think Critically: Films
and Myths About Amervican History

Randy Roberts and Robert May of Purdue University
use well-known films such as Gone with the Wind and
Casablanca to explore some common myths about
America and its past. Many widely held assumptions
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about our country’s past come from or are perpetuat-
ed by popular films. Which are true? Which are
patently not true? And how does a student of history
approach documents, sources, and textbooks with a
critical and discerning eye? This short handbook sub-
jects some popular beliefs to historical scrutiny in
order to help students develop a method of inquiry
for approaching the subject of history in general.

Mapping America: A Guide to
Historical Geography, Second
Edition, Volumes I and IT

Written by Ken L. Weatherbie of Del Mar College,
these textbooks contain 35 exercises correlated to the
text which review basic American historical geogra-
phy and ask students to interpret the role geography
has played in American history. Available free shrink-
wrapped with the text.

Mapping American History:
Student Activities

Written by Gerald Danzer of the University of
Illinois at Chicago, this free map workbook for stu-
dents features exercises designed to teach students to
interpret and analyze cartographic materials as histor-
ical documents. The instructor is entitled to a free
copy of the workbook for each copy of the text pur-
chased from Longman.

Longman Amevrican History Atlas

This full color historical atlas includes more than 100
maps—all designed especially for this volume. This
valuable reference tool is available shrink-wrapped
with The American Nation at a low cost.

SuperShell II Computerized
Tutorial

Prepared by Ken L. Weatherbie of Del Mar College,
this interactive program for DOS helps students learn
major facts and concepts through drill and practice
exercises and diagnostic feedback. SuperShell II pro-
vides immediate correct answers, the text page num-
ber on which the material is discussed, and a running

score of the student’s performance maintained on the
screen throughout the session. This free supplement
is available to instructors through their sales repre-
sentative.

TimeLink Computer Atlas of
American History

This atlas, compiled by William Hamblin of Brigham
Young University, is an introductory software tutorial
and textbook companion. This Macintosh Hypercard
program presents the historical geography of the
continental United States from colonial times to the
admission of the last continental state in 1912. The
program covers territories in different time periods,
provides quizzes, and includes a special Civil War
module.
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tions regarding the revision: Margaret E. Armbrester,
University of Alabama at Birmingham; Bruce Barney,
Central Texas State College; Virginia Pagganelli
Caruso, Henry Ford Community College; John T.
Duke, Alvin Community College; Michelle M.
Espinosa, St. Philip’s College; Jay Fraser, Georgia
Southern University; William Gudelunas, College of
the Desert; Harold Grantham, El Camino College;
Susan Hult, Houston Community College; Barbara
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Gouverneur Morris Professor of History
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The Declavation of
Independence

When in the Course of human events, it becomes nec-
essary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among
the Powers of the carth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which impel them to the
separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unaliecnable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed, That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form,
as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Govern-
ments long established should not be changed for light and
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown,
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Ob-
ject evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despo-
tism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Gov-
ernment, and to provide new Guards for their future
security.—Such has been the patient sufferance of these
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains
them to alter their former Systems of Government. The his-
tory of the present King of Great Britain is a history of re-
peated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.
To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most whole-
some and necessary for the public good.

Al

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of imme-
diate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be obrained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommoda-
tion of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a
right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called rogether legislative bodies at places un-
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of
their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them
into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of
the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions,
to cause others to be clected; whereby the Legislative Pow-
ers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People
at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean
time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without,
and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these
States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws of Naturaliza-
tion of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage
their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new
Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by re-
fusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of
their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent
hither swarms of Officers to harass our People, and eat out
their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing
Armies without the Consent of our legislature.

He has affected to render the Military independent of
and superior to the Civil Power.
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He has combined with others to subject us to a juris-
diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged
by our laws; giving his Assent to their acts of pretended leg-
islation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punish-
ment for any Murders which they should commit on the In-
habitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial
by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pre-
tended offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a
neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it
at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the
same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most
valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our
Governments:

For suspending our own Legislature, and declaring
themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us
out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign
mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty &
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive
on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to be-
come the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to
fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and

has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron-
tiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes
and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Peti-
tions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince,
whose character is thus marked by every act which may de-
fine a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free People.

Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of at-
tempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable juris-
diction over us. We have reminded them of the circum-
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to
disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably inter-
rupt our connections and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which de-
nounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest
of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our in-
tentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare,
That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from
all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and In-
dependent States, they have full Power to levy War, con-
clude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to
do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may
of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and
our sacred Honor.

John Hancock,
Josiah Bartlett, Wm Whipple, Saml Adams, John Adams, Robt Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry, Steph. Hopkins, William Ellery,
Roger Sherman, Samel Huntington, Wm Williams, Oliver Wolcott, Matthew Thornton, Wm Floyd, Phil Livingston, Frans
Lewis, Lewis Morris, Richd Stockton, Jno Witherspoon, Fras Hopkinson, John Hart, Abra Clark, Robt Morris, Benjamin
Rush, Benja Franklin, John Morton, Geo Clymer, Jas Smith, Geo. Taylor, James Wilson, Geo. Ross, Caesar Rodney, Geo
Read, Thos M:Kean, Samuel Chase, Wm Paca, Thos Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee,
Th. Jefferson, Benja Harrison, Thos Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton, Wm Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John
Penn, Edward Rutledge, Thos Heyward, Junr., Thomas Lynch, Junor., Arthur Middleton, Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall,

Geo Walton.



