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Glossary of Place-names

Locations of smaller places are given in mileage and direction with
reference to well-known places.

ANGLEBURY. Wareham.

BuopMouTH (REGIS). Weymouth.

CASTERBRIDGE. Dorchester.

CHALk-NEWTON, Maiden Newton, 73 NW Dorchester.,

DAGGER's GRAVE. Dagger’s Gate, 1 NW Lulworth Cove,

Ecpon (HEATH). Puddletown Heath and eastward, north of the
Frome valley.

EvERSHEAD. Evershot, 6 WNW Cerne Abbas (‘Abbot’s-Cernel’).

HoLMsTOKE. In the region of West Holme, Stokeford, and East
Stoke, 24 W Wareham.

KING's HiNToCk. Melbury Osmond, 7 NW Cerne Abbas (‘Ab-
bot’s Cernel’).

KINGsBERE. Bere Regis, 10 ENE Dorchester,
KNOLLSEA. Swanage, ,

LuLwinp. Lulworth Cove,

NETHER-MovNTON. Owermoigne, 6 SE Dorchester.,
PoORT-BREDY. Bridport.

RINGswORTH. Ringstead Bay, 54 ENE Weymouth.
SHERTON (ABBAS). Sherborne.
SHOTTSFORD-ForuUM. Blandford Forum,
STICKLEFORD. Tincleton, 5 E Dorchester,

Warm’ell Cross is the crossroads near Warmwell: here the road
to Weymouth turns off from the Wareham-Dorchester road.
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 athwart’ across
* barton farmyard

bleachy saltish
chimmer bedroom, chamber

- climm c¢limb

clitch crook
coddle self-indulgent person

coomb small valley on the
flank of a hill

 ero pe crept

culpet culprit

cunning-man wizard, ‘know-
ing’ man

dazed damned

en him

ewe-leases downs or

meadows for sheep
glum gloom
hackle cone-shaped straw
roof of a beehive
hang-fair a hanging the
public were allowed to
watch
ket hot

Glossary of Dialect Words

i a-scram withered

T L

home-along going home

innerds stomach

jack-o’-lent numskull

laved baled, drew

mid may

’nation damnation

no'thern stupid

out-step out of the way

overlooked looked upon with
an evil eye

pink in draw in

pinner pinafore

rathe soon, early

skimmer-cake cake baked on
a metal skimming-ladie

small light, weak (drink)

strake section of an iron
wheel-rim

stoor to-do, commotion

tisty-tosty round, buxom

tole draw, lure

vamp sole

yaller yellow

zeed Saw

zull plough



THE NEW WESSEX EDITIONS

The Novels of Thomas Hardy
General Editor P. N. Furbank
Available as paperbacks and hardbacks

Desperate Remedies
Introduction by C. J. P. Beatty

Far from the Madding Crowd
Introduction by John Bayley

The Hand of Ethelberta
Introduction by Robert Gittings

Jude the Obscure
Introduction by Terry Eagleton

A Laodicean
Introduction by Barbara Hardy

The Mayor of Casterbridge

Introduction by Ian Gregor

A Pair of Blue Eyes
Introduction by Ronald Blythe

The Return of the Native
Introduction by Derwent May

Tess of the d’Urbervilles
Introduction by P. N. Furbank

The Trumpet-Major
Introduction by Barbara Hardy

Two on a Tower
Introduction by F. B. Pinion

Under the Greenwood Tree
Introduction by Geoffrey Grigson

-



The Well-Beloved
Introduction by J. Hillis Miller

The Woodlanders
Introduction by David Lodge

The Complete Poems of Thomas Hardy
Edited by James Gibson

The Stories of Thomas Hardy
Edited by F. B. Pinion

1. Wessex Tales and A Group of Noble Dames
2. Life’s Lirtle Ironies and A C hanged Man

« Old Mrs Chundle and other stories, with The Famous
Tragedy of the Queen of Cornwall



WESSEX TALES



e = = ik~

GO0 WE T WSS A0 GG S0 WD 60 @
EE Fvn@m e %g%..x.u.ﬂm.mﬂb W,.f

. .@ | i ) r
ey =5 @u&ﬂﬁﬁ\) 5y mx .y .MIM&U. .

a 9% tmm oW i

ut
I TG uL =02 Wﬂ _
»u?f.maﬂﬂﬂ%. ch;m_v UW uﬁwu@ msuwwhaawwum.,@ﬁ == -
P, f\nt !.E._}__ u)u,“n (AM‘ S “ (ﬂ
¢

Awgsnnag VIR R,
.,,.P

A %._,‘...\ raﬂi}:»\m;?x%

B A ' JE AL GU 0 .\A. o /A
w{.‘rw.av .n‘Mg Q‘NL pwﬁ.ﬂnﬂwx u.w Q:ﬁﬁ...mﬁ \....M.% %ﬂfnﬁﬂa\,k rﬂ
/ : i “ i $rvinsanl, .sJ i ..«e_._u i iah) il FEEEAELEORTY % |
! T é : ﬂ“«rﬂa@ .w;}m.w.&n n....-... m.__.vna_.;m s o ,_._u A M,v. 7 Mﬁ o .:ﬂmm“ w8 u,N.ﬁﬁu.\ .......LM...p E\am.&‘r. \

& | =Dy P £ - g LB G U s, .q il
| m inmr.:ﬂ Sdsﬁfwh\.% 4 “.m.\ :hhmu \.E\ JLP N 0T moa ,\WH ‘U: 21 m. 3 S ,,.éﬁ.mo&g m oY I i
i 0 . A we B° 5 ey ﬁ.:.._.cwzh, ) ) 2,.“‘ B % o

£ U o b el bt il J s ¥ i i.._. b ? | H

V.n, _ »-._ Puw...._m hw._ ﬁwﬁ w wgw i Bk Wh SM M..T_.,tv_ “n c\m ...M‘m.» ﬂ_w x_..d.-...-r.m. ~ T\w H . xgu rwh hﬂ__ﬂ._w.w Q .L..-.LM [

; J Lwege » gbd g 4, it " " \ I

. _ .m m.sr..uwpxl‘.\ /f .em...,. - .m_ru v i cn.::....).u ", 300) tn\.._... " ‘mr%ms .I.., @M?hun«.““a:h.rais?k.« s «Jv.:n. Jr i Y

4 i e |n.-| et n, o».-.a < ., -

i ) g SATISITUTGU L ﬂwu % £ .@/13.\”% .N\.:..Jﬁm) &L _nx - oy _,,Mf .\..s nw & /«ma % I

Jw_..zL. [ 1 ~ ‘A v,..-.r.-.,.um....m g o 3 = j

- & J f % melys ,éﬁ T T, }v/ﬁa# Dalpaeus Gl

¥ CWBEET /b D PTG b waeede S M, mema LTy

10 o ] .w.,.wru%_u?uﬁa ..m.. TR g s_:...a:..,sa ..Qu_ani,.,. e J.. w....- i s P - W .a.....:.& & ,.

/B % m.,_ ohege * .. : L\..ru...: Tw @\_ § ; iﬁP:Ua.f. O c.ﬂ.ﬁ.nmfhea@.. 5

: J q.q..mmwﬂtﬂrmuﬁ \w q“ ._‘m fu'c £30 mr & oD \tw m_m‘., ‘ nh.h: A (5 - e ¢:,_fu....n..uué§.mm i et .I .}..7%.“.

s, 2 \ny ﬂ__..v.v :I...-.._ " g 2N Ilpl. rar Ap AP _.f..ulr:-...l.m iil\r\.”i“tﬂthl}.dllrﬁlﬂll -l..lninﬂﬂ.
oy ..*i.mu ?“.amw erueu k = .\\H o \M. HesY f E.M\.: NSE...\ W - pt jcas g R
m. ﬁ.w...wuz n. .,..rm X I | .__v.ﬂ w.;. ; Hlm \_.:amm ich..mﬁ»..i — ol —
m.-: . h..ﬂw-.\&.._lﬁ.. ﬂﬁ__rﬂ.uﬂ- ._\_.m.r\n a g% ’ ; = V _—.M
s’ T -.—.:u_:-s F i b : J
ot . sy ._&.E g ges wwse) wewy, S B

Y c-..@-r“ H._.B_;wuﬂ.hﬂ cl.l. ,MJ ...Sd..z. PR Y n.._r.._-o:.a .“.n .. i _ |
__ i oy s I T :
| ] kﬁ e.r ot _#_ aaR ]

o FORO T ua\.uw A ._....zﬂae a7 .ﬁ_\. o

P = A, .._...:... _.. 1Y -

.&w s, _.,._u-w._ ...wm«..u.n.w Q 3 H..p. < S
-H i . " Irllﬂ_.w_ .. {
. Yo 2. —
stii5s shind u _m ~ - ....w.www == 9 NCQ ' -~ -

3 B8

]n}

rr(.. <wpﬂm\ & Q?& O ﬁft?\ﬁa\fmj 3INOMLA _...,. £
i - g 4]y . S . it 4
B g A\, xEssaa ) (% ﬁamv el T B

L y

- ,x . » v._v_.um.wumfw m.u,.ﬂ_?.ﬁmv ﬁm i g 232G TN
,w)ﬂmﬁﬁgkéwq p\\\ ma..\.ﬁm.wd..wmfrh .%f.._. ..r,awﬁhawm&weﬁ‘ému e
0 .o! s - > X : h—

, .Vn.Manduﬁaﬂﬁth LY g mmlan e K
..J. ] 2l m‘u 1& m .zmn-"..f nwm.ag e W
| be'nt g S——————— ‘-“A |

Smma nh e taibs e 1 e Sm———_— L I gy ey [ A —— e [ — N

PR AP Sapun e




Wessex Tales

That Is to Say

The Three Strangers - A Tradition of Eighteen

Hundred and Four - The Melancholy Hussar -

The Withered Amm - Fellow-townsmen -

Interlopers at the Knap + The Distracted
Preacher

by
THOMAS HARDY

INTRODUCTION AND NOTES BY
F. B. Pinion



Notes and editorial matter
© Macmillan London Ltd 1976

The text of Wessex Tules is copyright in all
countries which are signatories to the Berne Convention.

Typography © Macmillan London Ltd 1976

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted, in any form or by any means, without permission. The book
is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or other-
wise, be lent, resold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the

publisher’s prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that

in which it is published and without a similar condition including this
condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

ISBN 0 333 33410 8

First edition published elsewhere 1888
First published by Macmillan & Co. 1903
This edition first published 1976 by
MACMILLAN LONDON LTD
London and Basingstoke
Associated companies in Auckiand, Dallas,
Delhi, Dublin, Hong Kong, Johannesburg,
Lagos, Manzini, Melbourne, Nairobi,
New York, Singapore, Tokyo, Washington
and Zaria
Third impression 1983

First published in the United States by
ST MARTIN’S PRESS INC.
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010

Library of Congress Catalog card no. 83-061125

ISBN 0 312 86276 8

Set in Linotype Times 9 on 11 pt and
prinied in Great Britain by
RICHARD CLAY (THE CHAUCER PRESS) LTD
Bungay, Suffoik

S
e



Contents

INTRODUCTION BY F. B, PINION
PREFACE

The Three Strangers
A Tradition of Eighteen Hundred and Four
The Melancholy Hussar of the German Legion
The Withered Arm
A Lorn Milkmaid
The Young Wife
A Vision
A Suggestion
Conjuror Trendle
A Second Attempt
A Ride
A Water-Side Hermit
A Rencounter
Fellow-Townsmen
Interlopers at the Knap
The Distracted Preacher
How His Cold Was Cured
How He Saw Two Other Men
The Mysterious Greatcoat
At the Time of the New Moon
How They Went to Lulwind Cove
The Great Search at Nether-Moynton

The Walk to Warm’ell Cross, and Afterwards

NOTES

BIOGRAPHY

HARDY'’S MAJOR WORKS
GLOSSARY OF PLACE-NAMES
GLOSSARY OF DIALECT WORDS

13
37
45
65
65
67
71
75
79
81
84
89
92
96
150
183
183
195
198
205
213
221
230

245
249
251
252
253






Introduction

AS A short-story writer, Hardy undoubtedly reaches a higher
stature than any English novelist who preceded him. Like
Scoftt, he believes in telling stories of uncommon events: ‘We
tale-tellers are all Ancient Mariners, and none of us is
warranted in stopping Wedding Guests (in other words, the
burrying public) unless he has something more unusual to
relate than the ordinary sxperience of every AVErage man or
woman,” he wrote in 1893. Yet, though an imaginative rather
than a realistic writer, he rarely (and never completely) flits
into a world of fantasy; his stories are rooted in Wessex.
They derive as much from local history, traditions, folklore
- and newspapers as from invention. Truth can be stranger than
fiction, and some of the most graphic (and harrowing) details
are based on vecollections Hardy heard from his parents in
his yvouth.

Since 1895, when he virtually abandoned the writing of
prose fiction, many authors have achieved greater sophisti-
cation and technical expertise in the short story than Hardy
ever aspired to. Yet his virtues as a writer are more enduring,
High literary excellence, Longinus wrote, ‘i3 the echo of a
great mind’. With Hardy we often feel we are sharing the
thoughts, feelings and vision of a great mind, whether we
agree with his philosophical presuppositions or not. He has
the creative gift which makes characters and visible scenes
live as imaginative realities: he evades sentimentality by
combining compassion with critical detachment: he is a
master of suspense, the unexpected, and irony of situation:
and his range extends from the deeply tragic to the highly
humorous and diverting. If he is not one of the greatest short-

story tellers, his short stories reflect a great writer in many
mioods.
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Satisfying the requirements of magazine editors led to oc-
casional compromises, as Hardy exemplifies at the end of
“The Distracted Preacher’. The short stories vary in length
from such a novelette to the very brief, and some of his best
are to be found in each of these categories. There is an art in
concealing art of which Hardy is master more often than is
generally suspected. It is doubtful whether some of his tales,
especially the less ‘literary’, could be told with more life and
economy, and a greater air of verisimilitude. Oral methods
of narration sometimes contribute effectively towards the
latier end, as in ‘A Tradition of Eighteen Hundred and Four*;
occasionally this fictional device is littie more than a paren-
thetical convention.

Although Wessex Tales was the first collection of Hardy's
short stories to be published, it contains no suggestion of im-
maturity, Six of his novels, including Far from the Madding
Crowd and The Return of the Native, had been published be-
fore the earliest of its inclusions was written, and the last of
them (chronologically) belong to the period of The Wood-
landers and Tess of the d'Urbervilles. The seven stories vary
widely not only in length but in character, ranging from the
humorous to the tragical, and from the romantic to the more
realistic, one being a miniature novel rather than a long short
story. Hardy's preface illustrates the reality behind some of
their more extraordinary features, and there can be Ilitile
doubt that Wessex history and tradition add to the fascination
of this popular volume.

F. B. PIiNnION



