d
O
<
=
o
r4
<(
-
= =
)
=
O
4
Lk
=
w
[58]
(o]
-
fmt
w

=
O
2
|
~
=
=
<
O




30806152

One Language,
Two Grammars?

Differences between British
and American English

Edited by

GUNTER ROHDENBURG
AND

JULIA SCHLUTER

5 CAMBRIDGE |

» UNIVERSITY PRESS




CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sio Paulo,
Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America
by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/ 9780521872195

() Cambridge University Press 2009

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

Iirst published 2009
Reprinted 2009

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
One language, two grammars? : differences between British and American English /
edited by Gunter Rohdenburg, Julia Schliiter.
p. cm. — (Studies in English language)
ISBN 978-0-521-87219-5
1. English language — Grammar, Comparative. 2. English language — Grammar,
Historical. 3. English language — Variation. 4. English language — Great
Britain. 5. English language — United States. 1. Rohdenburg, Giinter,
1940—. II. Schliiter, Julia, 1973—. 1III. Title. IV. Series.
PE1072.054 2008
427—dc22

2008019562
ISBN 978-0-521-87219-5 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this book, and does not guarantee that any content on such

websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.



One Language, Two Grammars?

It is well known that British and American English differ substantially in
their pronunciation and vocabulary, but differences in their grammar have
largely been underestimated. This volume focuses on British-American
differences in the structure of words and sentences and supports them with
computer-aided studies of large text collections. Present-day as well as
carlier forms of the two varieties are included in the analyses. This makes
it the first book-length treatment of British and American English grammar
in contrast, with topics ranging from compound verbs to word order
differences and tag questions. The authors explore some of the better-
known contrasts, as well as a great variety of innovative themes that have so
far received little or no consideration. Bringing together the work of a team
of leading scholars in the field, this book will be of interest to those working
within the fields of English historical linguistics, language variation and
change, and dialectology.

Giinter Rohdenburg is Professor Emeritus of English Linguistics in the
Department of English and American Studies at the University of
Paderborn.

Julia Schliiter is Assistant Professor in English Linguistics and Language
History at the University of Bamberg.
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