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TO THE INSTRUCTOR

A Community of Readers, Second Edition, provides college students with
guided, in-depth instruction in all segments of the reading and learning
process: reading, discussing, writing, and critical thinking. Organized
around high-interest, motivational, and contemporary themes, A Com-
munity of Readers is a reading text that emphasizes student involvement
in the stages of the reading process (prereading, active reading, postread-
ing activities, and critical reflection). Each chapter presents an essential
reading skill and challenges students to master it with readings and ex-
ercises focused on a unifying theme. The first chapter focuses on PRO,
the reading process, and on “Celebrating Self and Community” in a col-
lege setting. Each of the following chapters then presents a reading skill,
such as vocabulary building, main ideas, inferences, reading literature,
and critical thinking. As students progress through each chapter, they
learn, practice, and review all the reading skills required to succeed in
their college courses. Because each chapter of the text builds on a single
theme, students have the time to develop schema and exchange knowl-
edge on a particular theme or issue. Themes include working and choos-
ing a career, gender issues, living in a diverse society, staying healthy, and
computer technology. A Community of Readers also provides great acces-
sibility for students from various language and academic backgrounds.

Features

This second edition of A Community of Readers offers a number of inno-
vative features to enhance the learning experience:

e Thematic organization. Each chapter focuses on one theme so that
students can work with the ideas long enough to begin to under-
stand and use complex material. Readings, as well as the examples
used for skills explanations and exercises, further explore the chap-
ter theme.

¢ Abundant reading selections. In this second edition, we have re-
placed more than a third of the readings, drawing new selections
from both academic and popular sources. We've chosen readings
that encourage students to learn and practice their skills in the con-
text of the ideas and issues presented in each chapter. In addition to
selections from textbooks, readings from magazines, newspapers,
and other books are included.
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NEW! Integration of reading, vocabulary, and learning strategies. The
second edition presents an entirely new chapter on vocabulary skills,
and the reinforcement of vocabulary skills is integrated throughout
the text. Learning strategies (including outlining, summarizing, and
mapping) are also introduced (with ample practice material).
Critical thinking skills. By focusing on one theme at a time, students
have the opportunity to understand the topic in more depth and can
apply critical thinking skills more effectively in class discussions
and assigned writings. Chapter exercises consistently encourage stu-
dents to apply background knowledge and to evaluate ideas, to re-
flect, and to make connections among various approaches and
points of view.

Focus on the reading process. The essential steps to teaching reading—
prereading activities, active reading, and postreading tasks—are built
into each chapter. Students are led to apply the new skills learned
within the context of the reading process.

Collaborative work. Exercises throughout the text encourage students
to collaborate with their peers. Group problem-solving skills will help
students in their academic work as well as in their future careers.

Chapter Organization

Each chapter in A Community of Readers is designed to teach specific
reading and study skills within the context of learning about an issue, re-
flecting on that issue, and generating possible solutions to the issue. To ac-
complish this progression, each chapter contains the following features:

An opening illustration and quotation introduce the theme of the
chapter and provide prereading questions that ask students to ex-
plore their background knowledge and opinions on the topic.

Skills instruction is carefully interwoven with readings about the
topic of the chapter. Examples, readings, and exercises all focus on
the chapter theme.

Work with Words sections present vocabulary skills relevant to the
strategies taught in the chapter. Emphasis is given to learning vo-
cabulary in context, recognizing word parts, knowing when and
how to use the dictionary, and mastering specialized vocabulary.

A Chapter Review summarizes the issues and skills of the chapter
and provides postreading extension activities for collaborative group
work and writing assignments.

NEW! Mastery Tests. Two new mastery tests at the end of each chap-
ter give students further opportunities to master the skills for each
chapter.

NEW! Websites. Each chapter in the second edition ends with a list
of websites, which provide additional information on the chapter is-
sues and themes. In addition, a book-specific website is available at
http://www.awl.com/alexander.
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o Extend Your Thinking refers students and instructors to an exciting
collection of additional readings found at the end of the text, which
correspond directly to the themes found in the text.

e NEW! A Reader’s Toolkit at the end of the text contains information
on the Cornell note-taking system, test-taking, writing tips for read-
ers, reader response journals, and suggested reading for book
reports.

The Teaching and Learning Package
Book-Specific Supplements

A Community of Readers comes with a fully array of supplements de-
signed to ensure that the course is rewarding for both students and in-
structors.

The Annotated Instructor’s Edition (AIE) is an exact replica of the
student text, with the answers provided on the write-in lines in the text.
(0-321-04595-5)

The Instructor’s Manual, prepared by the authors, offers teaching
tips, sample syllabi, transparency masters, and other teaching resources.
(0-321-04596-3)

The printed Test Bank for A Community of Readers offers a series of
skill and reading quizzes for each chapter, formatted for ease of copying
and distribution. (0-321-04597-1). An Electronic Test Bank for reading
is also available. To be published in December 2000, the electronic test
bank offers more than 3,000 questions in all areas of reading, including
vocabulary, main idea, supporting details, patterns of organization, lan-
guage, critical thinking, analytical reasoning, inference, point of view,
visual aids, and textbook reading. With this easy-to-use CD-ROM, in-
structors simply choose questions from the electronic test bank, then
print out the completed test for distribution. (0-321-08179-X)

For additional quizzes, readings, and Internet-based activities, be
sure to visit A Community of Readers Online at http://lwww.awl.com/
alexander. On this website you will find a series of PowerPoint Presen-
tations for each chapter in the textbook, which can be downloaded and
used for classroom presentations.

The Longman Developmental Reading Package

In addition to the book-specific ancillaries discussed above, Longman of-
fers many other supplements to instructors and students. All of these
supplements are available either free or at greatly reduced prices.

For Additional Reading and Reference

The Dictionary Deal. Two dictionaries can be shrinkwrapped with
any Longman Reading title at a nominal fee. The New American Webster
Handy College Dictionary is a paperback reference text with more than
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100,000 entries. Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition,
is a hardback reference with a citation file of more than 14.5 million ex-
amples of English words drawn from actual use. For more details on
ordering a dictionary with this text, please contact your Addison Wesley
Longman sales representative.

Penguin Quality Paperback Titles. A series of Penguin paper-
backs is available at a significant discount when shrinkwrapped with any
Longman title. Some titles available are Toni Morrison’s Beloved, Julia
Alvarez’s How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, Mark Twain’s Huckle-
berry Finn, Frederick Douglas’s Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
Harriet Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.s
Why We Can’t Wait, and plays by Shakespeare, Miller, and Albee. For a
complete list of titles or more information, please contact your Addison
Wesley Longman sales consultant.

The Pocket Reader, First Edition. This inexpensive volume con-
tains 80 brief readings (1-3 pages each) on a variety of themes: writers
on writing, nature, women and men, customs and habits, politics, rights
and obligations, and coming of age. Also included is an alternate rhetori-
cal table of contents. 0-321-07668-0

The Longman Textbook Reader. This supplement, for use in de-
velopmental reading courses, offers five complete chapters from AWL
textbooks: computer science, biology, psychology, communications, and
business. Each chapter includes additional comprehension quizzes, crit-
ical thinking questions, and group activities. Available FREE with the
adoption of any Longman text. For information on how to bundle The
Longman Textbook Reader with A Community of Readers, please contact
your Addison Wesley Longman sales representative.

Newsweek Alliance. Instructors may choose to shrinkwrap a 12-
week subscription to Newsweek with any Longman text. The price of the
subscription is 57 cents per issue (a total of $6.84 for the subscription).
Available with the subscription is a free “Interactive Guide to News-
week”—a workbook for students who are using the text. In addition,
Newsweek provides a wide variety of instructor supplements free to
teachers, including maps, Skills Builders, and weekly quizzes. For fur-
ther information on the Newsweek alliance, please contact your Addison
Wesley Longman sales representative.

Electronic and Online Offerings

Reading Road Trip Multimedia Reading and Study Skills
Software, Version 2.0. This innovative and exciting multimedia read-
ing CD-ROM takes students on a tour of 15 cities and landmarks
throughout the United States. Each of the 15 modules corresponds to a
reading or study skill (for example, finding the main idea, understanding
patterns of organization, and thinking critically). All modules contain a
tour of the location, instruction and tutorial, exercises, interactive feed-
back, and mastery tests. To order Reading Road Trip 2.0 with A Commu-
nity of Readers, use ISBN 0-201-71567-8.
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The Longman English Pages Website. Both students and in-
structors can visit our free content-rich website for additional reading
selections and writing exercises. From the Longman English pages, visi-
tors can conduct a simulated web search, learn how to write a résumé
and cover letter, or try their hand at poetry writing. Stop by and visit us
at http://www.awl.com/englishpages.

The Longman Electronic Newsletter. Twice a month during
the spring and fall, instructors who have subscribed receive a free copy
of the Longman Developmental English E-Newsletter in their e-mailbox.
Written by experienced classroom instructors, the newsletter offers
teaching tips, classroom activities, book reviews, and more. To sub-
scribe, visit the Longman Basic Skills website at http:/www.awl.com/
basicskills, or send an e-mail to Basic Skills@awl.com.

Teaching Online: Internet Research, Conversation, and
Composition, Second Edition. Ideal for instructors who have never
surfed the Net, this easy-to-follow guide offers basic definitions, numer-
ous examples, and step-by-step information about finding and using In-
ternet sources. Free to adopters. 0-321-01957-1

Researching Online, Third Edition. A perfect companion for a
new age, this indispensable new supplement helps students navigate the
Internet. Adapted from Teaching Online, the instructor’s Internet guide,
Researching Online speaks directly to students, giving them detailed,
step-by-step instructions for performing electronic searches. Available
free when shrinkwrapped with any Longman Reading text. Contact your
local Addison Wesley Longman sales consultant for information on how
to order.

For Instructors

CLAST Test Package, Fourth Edition. These two 40-item objective
tests evaluate students’ readiness for the CLAST exams. Strategies for
teaching CLAST preparedness are included. Free with any Longman
English title. Reproducible sheets: 0-321-01950-4. Computerized IBM
version: 0-321-01982-2. Computerized Mac version: 0-321-01983-0.

TASP Test Package, Third Edition. These 12 practice pre-tests
and post-tests assess the same reading and writing skills covered in the
TASP examination. Free with any Longman English title. Reproducible
sheets: 0-321-01959-8. Computerized IBM version: 0-321-01985-7. Com-
puterized Mac version: 0-321-01984-9.
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TO THE STUDENT

Welcome to A Community of Readers

You have probably bought this book because you need to strengthen
your reading skills and strategies to be ready for the demands of college
reading. If you are prepared to take responsibility for your own learning,
and if you are ready to commit yourself to the work involved, you will
learn the strategies and skills that you need to become an effective,
thoughtful reader. You need these skills not only to pass this course, but
for success in college and, even more important, for success in the work-
place of the twenty-first century.

Why Is Reading So Important?

Read any newspaper today, talk to any employer or human resources
manager, and you will realize that the demands of today’s society—not
only of college study—require that you be a literate person, that you be
able to learn new skills and even new jobs or professions. During your
lifetime, you will probably be faced with the need to change jobs or pro-
fessions three, four, or more times. And even if you are one of the lucky
few who stay in one position or who are successful at creating your own
business, you will constantly face the need to upgrade your skills. Profes-
sionals of all kinds must stay current in their field. This is true of office
professionals, medical professionals, teachers, engineers, auto mechan-
ics, managers, computer programmers, and even industrial workers.

Learning cannot stop when you get your degree; learning is a lifelong
endeavor. But there is one ability that will not become outdated and that
can serve you for the rest of your life—the ability to learn and grow. In
writing this text, we have addressed the basics that will help you become
a strong reader and student, be prepared for the challenges of lifelong
learning for the workplace, and be an effective, fulfilled adult and citizen
of the modern world.

The skills and strategies that you will need to use to become an effec-
tive reader and successful student are the same skills that you will need
in the workplace. A Department of Labor survey concluded that the
workplace basics to learn in school are:

1. Learning to learn. A Community of Readers will show you how to be-
come active in your own reading and learning process (Chapter 1
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and “A Reader’s Toolkit”). You will learn how you study best and
whether you are putting your study time to good use.

. Listening and oral communications. As a college reader, you will

learn that the act of reading is reinforced and made more meaning-
ful when you listen to other people’s ideas about a subject and when
you orally express your own ideas to your peers (all chapters).

. Competence in reading, writing, and computation. As you work

through this course, your reading competence will constantly im-
prove. You will learn, review, and practice all the basic skills neces-
sary to be a strong reader: prereading (Chapter 1); active reading
(Chapter 1); building your vocabulary (Chapter 2); monitoring your
comprehension; recognizing main ideas and supporting details
(Chapters 3 and 4); reviewing what you have read; remembering
what you have read (Chapters 4 and 5); making connections be-
tween what you know and what you read (all chapters); and orga-
nizing what you read so that you can retain information and under-
standing for tests and future needs (Chapters 3-9).

. Adaptability based on creative thinking and problem solving. As a

member of your classroom and a community of readers, you will be
involved in bringing what you already know and what you learn
through reading and discussion to a variety of issues, and you will
practice thinking creatively and problem solving (all chapters). You
will learn how to take notes (“A Reader’s Toolkit”); how to interpret
what an author is saying and how to make inferences (Chapter 8);
and how to think critically to evaluate an author’s position (Chap-
ters 8 and 9 and in the “Reflect” exercises throughout the text).

. Group effectiveness characterized by interpersonal skills, negotiation

skills, and teamwork. You will learn to work with your peers—other
students—sharing your strengths and learning from each other (all
chapters).

. Organizational effectiveness and leadership. You will develop your or-

ganizational and leadership skills in the process of working with
classmates toward a common goal.

If you are ready to tackle the material of this course, you will be tak-

ing a big step toward a successful college career. Can you answer “yes”
to the following key questions?

* Is learning and practicing college reading skills a priority for you at

this time?

Are you willing to make the effort to be actively involved in your
own learning?

Have you decided that you can and will succeed, one small step at a
time?

Do you have the time to commit to being a student? Remember that
as a student, you have a job. The payoff may seem to come with
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passing grades and a degree, but, most important, the payoff of de-
veloping your reading and learning skills is for yourself and your fu-
ture.

¢ Are you willing to share ideas and to work together with other stu-
dents to reach your goals?

¢ Are you willing to learn new reading strategies, not just to pass this
class, but to use whenever you must learn something new?

* Are you willing to open your mind to new ideas and ways of thinking?

¢ Are you willing to reflect on ideas and arguments, and to make con-
clusions and form opinions for yourself and with others?

Did you answer “yes” to all or most of the questions above? If so, this
book will help you reach your goals by assisting you to become a lifelong
reader and learner. Welcome to A Community of Readers!
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