Legal Aspects of

Economic Integration
in Africa

Richard Frimpong Oppong

CAMBRIDGE



LEGAL ASPECTS OF
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION
IN AFRICA

RICHARD FRIMPONG OPPONG

i, )

} ‘; , o4
zﬁ H)\‘J o lLJ 53?
.3L

1o E

.,, 5§ CAMBRIDGE
}i; UNIVERSITY PRESS



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sdo Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107007178

(© Richard Frimpong Oppong 2011

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2011
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Oppong, Richard Frimpong, 1978—
Legal Aspects of Economic Integration in Africa / Richard Frimpong Oppong.
p. cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-00717-8 (Hardback)
1. Africa-Economic integration. L. Title.
KQC742.067 2011
343.6'07-dc22 2010050538

ISBN 978-1-107-00717-8 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLS for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.



LEGAL ASPECTS OF ECONOMIC
INTEGRATION IN AFRICA

Richard Frimpong Oppong challenges the view that effective economic
integration in Africa is hindered by purely socio-economic, political and
infrastructural problems. Inspired by the comparative experiences of
other regional economic communities and imbued with insights from
constitutional, public and private international law, he argues that even if
the socio-economic, political and infrastructural challenges were to dis-
appear, the state of existing laws would hinder any progress. Using a
relational framework as the fulcrum of analyses, he demonstrates that, in
Africa’s economic integration processes, community-state, interstate and
inter-community legal relations have been neither carefully thought
through nor situated on a solid legal framework, and that attempts made
to provide a legal framework have been incomplete and, sometimes,
grounded on questionable assumptions. To overcome these problems
and aid the economic integration agenda that is essential for Africa’s
long-term economic growth and development, the author proposes
radical reforms to community and national laws.

RICHARD FRIMPONG OPPONG is a lecturer at Lancaster University
Law School. He specializes in regional economic integration and private
international law, focusing particularly on African countries. He studied
law at the University of Ghana, Ghana School of Law, University of
Cambridge, Harvard Law School and University of British Columbia.
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